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ie bie m may be expedted . way of ae 
If the plaudit of the public is not to be purchafed, 
their indulgence may poffibly be fecured. But nei- 
ther of thefe motives has influenced the author to 
trefpafs upon their time. He would deprecate their 
pardon, not for having given birth to this production, 
but for having introduced it immaturely to the ob- 
fervation of the public. What little polith would the 
clofe application of two years throw upon a body of 
this magnitude! And yetyamid a varigty of other avo- 
cations, two years only has the author been allowed to 
tranicribe, corre@, and finh it. He fays, allowed, 
las neceffity prefcribes the term, and his duty calls 
him to a diftant part of the globe, to perform other 
epgagements, to pay other debts, than what thedefire 
of pleafing prompts, .or the love of fame exacts froni 
him. 
~~ ‘Under this convidtion, therefore, — waits filently 
the ‘prdbe of criticifm. But the candid critic, like 
‘the fktffal ‘fargeon, is Roaring of the knife, and, but 
‘Yo in 


vill ADVERTISEMENT. 


in defperate cafes, is inclined to proceed to extremi- 
ties. Into fuch hands it maybe the lot of the author 
to fal]. Where the eye takes more deligh¥ in beauty 
than in deformity, where the difpofition is more apt 
to praife than to cenfure, no doubts could deter an 
author from appearing at the bar of criticifm. Ina 
defcription of countries little travelled, and of men 
little known, there may poflibly be miftakes that Phve 
arifen from mifinformation, or even mifconception’ of 
things. Ina detail of adventures committed often to 
paper in moments ot peril and diftrefs, there may, 
indeed, be a repetition of fentiment, and fometimes a 
contradiction of opinions before advanced, which the 
greateft attention, during a two years revifal, has not 
been able to corre&t. But if impartiality has uni- 
formly directed his pencil, and his, pi€tures are not 
even fo highly coloured as nature would have per- 
mitted’; if he has rather confulted the public amufe- 
ment, than the gratification of his own vanity, this 
carly publication, with all its imperfections, will nof 

want an advocate among the Hterazi. | 
And here he was about to congratulate himfelf én 
having gained fo effential a point. To the private 
-approbation of Mr. Reed of Staples-Inn, was the 
author confirmed in the hope of fuccefs, and to his 
open recommendation of this work to fome who knew 
the value of Mr. Reed’s judgment, the reader, prar 
3 bably, 
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bably, owes that it is now fubmitted to his view. To 
the friendfhip of Mr. Braithwaite of the Poft-Office, 
he may plaoc this, and other material helps he has 

senced in the courfe of publication. But he 
thould afk thefe gentlemen’s forgivenefs, for involving 
them in a queftion, where their names are ufed lefs 
to their advantage than to that of the author. 

It behoves him to fay a word or two on the head of 
the Plates. His knowledge of drawing is fo confined, 
that more than a fketch of the places through which 
he paffed, exceeded the author’s art. The antiquities 
of Egypt have given employment to the pencils of a 
Norden and a Pococke, and were not to be expected 
from the title of thefe travels. But drawings of par- 
ticular {cenes, in which he was engaged, and repre~ 
fentations of the fingular cuftoms of the country, 
would have brought them forward to ‘the reader's eye. 
tie sougt cver Bent the ‘deficiency of his work in 

ua, i a is happy at the fame time to ob- 

Hat a sémaedy at hand, for thofe who 
ide navel pictures. The reputation of Mr, 
ANTON, his Majefty’s antiquarian, was eftablified by 
the work which he produced in r752, confifting of 
plates of various antiquities in Greece and. Egypt, 
The capnoiffeurs, therefore, are not likely to be dif- 
apfeimted.in.the Supplement to that work, which Mr 
b Daltom 
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Dalton is about to publith. © The defigns which re 
late to Egypt, obtained as they muft have been with 
great difficulty, and executed as they are with peat 
fpirit, will prove fuch an elucidation to his. labors, 
that the author must beg Mr. Dajton’s pardon, if he 
prefumes to recommend thofe defigns to the reader, 
which are fo peculiarly adapted to this work, that 
nothing but its unworthinefs fhould divide them from 
each other. 

He has but one thing more to ae which concerns 
the companions of his. travels. To the two gentle- 
men who accompanied him to Europe, he ‘trufts an 
apology is needlefs, as they will readily acquit him 
of a defign to pay any but a proper tribute to their 
charaGters. By the other perfon, whom the hand of 
mifchance feparated from their company, he would 
wifh to ,be underftood, The circumftances which 
produced that fepar, | i 
oblivion, had not qa 





t a 

Henry Alexander, Mr. ain Hammered and the au- 
thor, and tran{mitted to India at the time. The paper 
may have mifcarried, but the parties are alive to peuty 
the fa&. All that paucaey and humanity could ‘ug- 
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geft, has been obferved on the occafion. The name 
of the unhappy perfon is fuppreffed, and felf-vindica- 
tion alone \could have induced him to revive a fub- 
jet, which more nearly affe@ed the author and 
his companions, than all their fubfequent misfor- 
tunes | 

To conelude. Were books, any more than men, 
to be judged only by their good intentions—were no 
regard to be paid to the figure which they make in 
the world—this work would have a better chance to. 
maintain its ground. But as there are other points to. 
be confidered ; as truth can only be rendered effica- 
cious in an amiable drefs, and as the jufteft defcrip- 
tions muft be difgraced by inelegant language, the 
author cannot diveft himfelf of certain fenfations, 
which muft difturb the firmeft mind,; on the eve of 
committing its thoughts to. theziftuflion- of the 
public.. 
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LETTER I. Page 1. 


DDRESS—The author purfues bis voyage from Madras to Suez 
— Tedious paffage acroft the Indian ocean.— Makes the sfland of 
Socotra, Cape Guardafoy, the Arabian foore—Enters the Red-fea hy 
the ftraits of Babelmandel—Hard Gale Arrival in Mocha road— 
Occurrences at that city—Embarks again—Contrary winds—The 
veffel driven by currents on the Arabian coaf}— In imminent danger 
of being wrecked among the fhoals and breakers—Obliged to put into 
the port of Yambo for a pilot—The author, Sc. feduced afbore, 
and made prifoners by the vizier of that place—Incidents during 
their confinement—The craft and villainy of the Arabs apparent in 
their attempts ta pofefs themfelves of the veffel—Stratagem for that 
purpofe—Its fuctefi-—The veffel brought into the harbor, and the 
author, Sc. return aboard under a guard, until an anfwer is recerved 
srom the Xerif of Mecca, touching their deftiny—A defeription of 
the tewn and envtrons of Yambo—Intervie with the vinter— In- 
fnces of bis duphcity and pride——Various difappointments in the 
bope of a fpecdy anfwer—The foawbunder of Judda at length ar- 
rives, charged with powers from the Xerif, to difpofe of the veffel 
and crew—Negociations on that head—The veffel is carried to Sud- 
da, under charge of an Arabian pilot, and the author and bis 
Jeilow-travellers are allowed to proceed—Profents to the vizier on 
this cccafion — Egregioufly impofed upon by this minsfler in thi bire 

of a veffel~They embark on an open bot for Suez. 
7 Journal 
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Fournal of the beat Empoftion—Detained by contrary winds at the 
mouth of the barbor—Alarm at the fudden difappearance of one of 
the author's ¢ fellow- travellers and the interpreter—Ticy are fent 
back fa the “oat by the viziere—The boat fails to the northward, and 
puts into a bay on the coak——Encounters two barks bound to the 
fouthward—Unbappy furptans of a difordered mind appear in thegen- 
tleman who abfconded—He awakens the apprebenfions of the Arabs, 
who infift on bis quitting the boat, and returning on one of the barks 
to Fudda—T he abjolute necefiity of complying with this requifition— 
The difiref of the author and bis companions on this melancholy oc- 
cafion—The boat fails again— Difficulties of this extraordinary na- 
vigation—Touches at feveral iflands on the Arabian coaff—-Tedious 
paffage to the gulf of Akaba—Strange inftance of the notion of the 
dominion of evil fpirits— Makes the fhore adjacent to Mount Sinai— 
Cape Mabomet—Enters the gulf of Suez—The boat is run over to 
the Egyptian fhore in the night, and inflead of Suez, by the trea- 
chery of the Arabs, ts carried to Cofire, a port of Upper Egypt, 
near four degrees to the fouthward of Suez—The vexation of the 
author and bis companions-—Conclufon. 


LETTER II. Page r1g. 


A DDRESS—The author, Sc. land at Cofire—Their reception 
and accommodatign there=Occurrences at that place-—The de- 
mands of the government for its protcétion of our travellers—Unac- 
countable bebavior of the Arab fhaik—They fet out with the cara- 
van for Gbinnab on the-Nile, under the care of the foatk’s fon— 
Part with the caravan—dAlarm—Inconventency of this mede of 
travelling~—Intenfe beat of the fun—They replenifh their fkins at fome 
JSprings—Purfue their way, and experience extreme diftrefs from 
thirfi, beat, and fatigue—Relieved by their arrival at the Nile— 
Surprized at being carried to Banute infead of Ghianab—Remon- 
frrote with the young fhatk, who confents to take them to that city— 
Set 
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Set out accordingly, and tn fix bouks are fofely houfed at Ghinnab- 
The villainy of their hoft and his family—-Are vifited by the vizier 
of the place—Attempts to choufe them out of their money and effects 
—Find themfelves clofe prifaners-—Their baggage feabched and re- 
peatedly pilloged by the boft and bis affuciates—Vifit from the ba- 
keem of che city, by the, order of bis mafier, the Shaik Ul! Mrab— 
Eenguiry tata their wrongs—T. umult in the boufe on that account— 
Uncommon inflance of courage and fidelity in an Arab domefic—The 
hakeem removes our travellers to bis own habitation—He is fup- 
planted in bis office by an Abyfinian, who, at the exprefs commands 
of the fhaik, takes them under bis protection—The meannefs and 
rapacity of this flave—Advice comes to Ghinnab of a robbery and 
murder committed on their late inbuman hoff, in a difpute with the 
young foatk of Cofire about bis ill-gotten booty—Reflections on this 
tragical event—-The arrival of the Shaik Ul Arab—His interview 
with our travellers——His perfon and charatter defcribed—His po- 
hitene/s and humanity—Exemplary inftances of bis impartiality and 
jupice—Unkappy flate of the cauntry of Egypt—Rebellion on the 
Nile—The paflage to Catra by the river fout up—Doubts how ta 
proceed—Our travellers refolue to purfue thelr route through the 
defarts of Thebais—Are confirmed in this intention by the good fhaik, 
who provides them with a conductor, and effentially interefis Limfelf 
in their fafety~—They take leave of their generous benefatior, and 
enter the defarts with a body of fixteen—The rugged and mountain- 
ous face of the country—Unexpettedly fall in with a party of ca- 
mels, ewbich proves to be a band of robbers, journeying from the Red- 
fra towards Cairo—Ai treaty concluded with the captain of the rob~ 
bers—dn Arab feaft—The two parties proceed i in company—Diffi- 
culties of the road——Continual ranges of mountains every where pre- 
fent themfelves to the traveller—Sudden tranfitions from beat to cold 
in the courfe of the journey—Replenyb their water—fRins twice in the 
dyfart-—Provifiens begin to fail with the author and bis companions 
~~ Readily 


C QN TEN T S. xv 


—Readily relieved by the robbers—Their forbearance and firiit ob- 
fervance of their word——Halg in the yeighbgrbood of the Nile to 
procure toater— Mlarm'Strike into the defart, and pafs over rocks 
of granite or Thebasc marble— Obtain a fight of the Nile, aud com: 
upon the encampuytnt of the rebbers—The author, Se. pert -with 
thefe fingular people—-Remarks on their boppitality and geod fath— 
Rejoin the Nile—Travel on tis banks Paft the villages of Vel Ha- 
die and Ifcour, and difcern the pyramids to the weftward of the river 
—Halt at Tinnab, and engage a boat to convey them the remaining 
foort diflance—Foyfully embark for the capital~ Happy arrival 
‘there, and friendly reception by the Company's agent. 

Occurrences at Grand Cairo—Curfory obfervations on the city and its 
antiquities —Coucife narrative of the late revolution in Egypt—Our 
travellers return letters and prefents to the worthy Shaik Ul Arab 
by the camels, and embark for Alexandria—Delightful voyage down 
the Nile—-Review of the towns and country on its bawks—Arrive at 
Rofetto—Beauty of its fituation—The road to Alexandria infefted 
with robbers—Reimbark in a boat bound to that port-—Critical 
jiuation at the bogage, or mouth of the Nile—The boat firtkes 
the fands, but luckily efcapes, and enters the Mediterranean— 
Dreary appearance of the coafk of Egypt-—They Jafely reach 
Alexandria, after a paffage of fixteen hours—Some account of: that 
city, and the elegant remains in its neighborbood—Droll anecdote 
of fome Englifh captains—-Affedting flory of the death of the late 
French Conful of Alexandria—Occurrences at that city—Tpe au- 
thor and bis companions embark on a French fhip for Marfeilles 
—Conclufion—Pofifcript.’ 


APPENDIX. Page 394. 


N Ode to the Defart, and another te the Nile, referrea to 
this place from the body of the Work. 
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Page 17. Line 2. for cabin read cabbin. 

~—— do. —— 8. for fhipwrecked regd wrecked. 
—— 123. ——— 10. for vifirors read vifisors. 

om 178. mom 12. for eat read eaten. 

—— 238. —— 19. for human read humane. 
——— 267. ——— 21. for were read was. 

omen 356. ——— 10. for Neiburh read Niebuhr. 
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By the Author of this Work, 


Saint Thomas’s Mount, a Poem, 28. 6d. 
Bedukah, a Poem, 2s. 6d. 
Eaftern Eclogues, aPoem, 2s. 6d. 
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SERIES OF ADVENTURES, &c. 


IN THE YEAR M.DCC.LXXVII. 


IN LETTERS TO A LADY. 





LETTER IL 
MADAM, 


ERE ability fubfervient to inclination, were the efforts 
W of the hedrt to be feconded by the’efforts of the ima- 
gination, I fhould with lefs fcruple begin upon the 
tafk which you have allotted me.. But the feas which I have 
paffed, and the fands which I have. wandered over, appear now 
to have been fraught with lefs danger than the adventure I am 
about to engage in. Once launched into the literary world, 
what has not a poor author ‘to fear from the blafts of ridicule, 
and the rocks of envy! But as the want of an oftentatious dif- 
play has fecured my footfteps from the affault of the wild Arab, 
fo may I hope, that the modefty of my pretenfions may prove 
my paffport through the wafte of criticifm. Happy at all events, 
in the profpect of your influence, to prote¢t the ftrain that is 
guided by truth, and owes its exiftence to the commands of 
friendthip. 
B The 


{ 2 ] 

The occurrences of our voyage from Madras to Mocha, are 
fike the generality of fea-affairs, tdo trivial to become intereft- 
ing, and too unvaried to afford amufement. ‘Sincg the fables of 
the ancients have been banifhed our creed, a modern voyager 
finds it difficult to diverfify or embellifh his journal. Neptune 
ceafes to affert his empire over the waves, and Amphitrité no 
longer fkims the furface of the deep, feated in a coral chariot 
drawn by Mermaids, and furrounded by a choir of mufical 
Nereids. <A ftorm therefore lofes the majefty which a Divinity 
would give it; and our calms are really dull, for want of the 
company of fuch a beautiful Goddefs. I queftion whether the 
voyage of Aineas, if deprived of thefe fictitious ornaments, 
would not become equally infipid with thofe publifhed by recent 
difcoverers, whofe heroes vifited people more ftrangé, and feas 
more remote than Afneas, and encountered gulphs far more 
dangerous than Scylla or Charybdis ! 

There was nothing remarkable in our paffage to Mocha, but 
the length of it. We were above eight weeks in effecting a 
paflage, which frequently requires but three. The latenefs of the 
feafon made us apprehenfive of delays, but not the continual 
ones we met with. At feveral periods we thought of nothing 
lefs than of getting to Suez by water. My fellow-travellers and 
myfelf were, however, refolved to profecute our journey by 
land, fhould the {now Adventure reach any port in the Red- 
Sea. «But the fight of land prefented us with better pro- 
{pects. 

We had been two-and-forty days in crofling the wide ocean 
which divides India from Africa, when on the zuft of March 
we faw indiftinétly the ifland of Socotra, which lies about 
35 leagues from the main. On the 2d of April we made Cape 
Guardafoy, which is a prodigious mountainous and craggy 
fhore. ° From hence we ftood over to the coaft of Arabia, and 

by 
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by an eafterly current, wwere driven fo far towards the ocean, 
that it was tke 6th before we paft Cape Aden. Here the re- 
mains of a Portuguefe -fort are ftill vifible, which is an humi- 
liating mondment of theirs former fuperiority in thefe parts. 
On the gth we ran thro gh the ftraits of Babelmandel, with a 
fine gale, which, joined,to a ftrong current, fet us through in 
a quarter of an hour, There is a very ugly fea in thefe ftraits, 
and they being the ufual entrance into the Red-Sea, I have 
annexed a plate of them, which was drawn upon the {pot. 
Veffels may pafs to the weftward of the ifland, but this is at- 
tended with danger. The gale encreafed to fuch a degree, that 
we were fain to run under the land at noon, in a bay about 
half-way between the ftraits and Mocha. Here we rode out 
a very violent ftorm, and thought ourfelves lucky in being fo 
well fheltered from the fury of it. The wind abated a little at 
day-break on the roth, when we weighed and ftood for Mocha. 
Though {till boifterous, the wind was fortunately fair, and 
we were not many hours in running the diftance. At twelve 
o'clock we dropped our anchor in Mocha road, but were obliged 
to wait until the weather moderated, before we ventured to de- 
bark. The month of April was advanced, but we went afhore 
at Mocha the fame evening, in full confidence of being agreeably 
accommodated to Suez, on board the Adventure. We Jooked 
only upon the brighter fide of the perfpective ; as the difficulties 
and dangers annexed to a journey of 11 or 1200 miles by land, 
along a barren and barbdrous coaft, could afford us fio very 
pleafing reflections. 

Mocha, the ancient capital of Arabia Felix, is fituated upon a 
fandy foil, about 12 ledgues from the ftraits of Babelman- 
del, and in the latitude of 13° 15’ north. This city is of 
great antiquity, and difplays a very handfome appearance to- 
wards the fea. But its beauty will] not bear a clofe infpection. 

B 2 Like 
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Like the deformities which are fo frequently difcovered beneath 
a fair exterior, the infide of its byildings is by mo means an- 
fwerable to the expectations which they-raife. To furvey the 
defart on which it ftands, a ftranger muft be fufprized at the 
plenty which reigns in the markets. ‘There is not a tree within 
ken, that produces any fruit, but the date, or herbage of any 
kind, to fupport the cattle which are daily expofed for fale. 
But to the fimplicity of the Arabian manners this circumftance 
is to be attributed. Where the natives are content with the 
coarfeft food that a country produces, it 1s no wonder that the 
more delicate viands are readily procured, by the few Europeans 
who vifit their fhores. And indeed, when we are informed that 
the fheep which are fold here, are all brought from the oppofite 
coaft of Abyffinia, and the fimpleft vegetable, at no, lefs a dif- 
tance than fifteen miles from Mocha, conjecture would lofe itfelf 
in accounting for fuch plenty, were a clue not given to unravel 
the myftery. 

Mocha is under the authority of a governor, as the Imaun, 
who unites the offices of high-prieft and king of Arabia Felix, 
always refides at Sennaa, a city about ten days journey from 
hence, delightfully fituated in a valley, with which this moun- 
tainous country abounds. The Turks have loft the influence 
which they formerly poffeffed in this kingdom. They feem 
content, at prefent, to receive their proportion of the duties of 
the other provinces of Arabia, without pretending to exert the 
arbitrary fway, which marks their’ government in the diftriéts 
that are more imediately within the reach of their arms. There 
is one privilege that the Imaun claims here, which cuftom has 
rendered familiar to the fubjects of a defpotic ftate, however op- 
preflive it may appear to the ideas of an European. He has 
an indifputable property in all horfe-flefh. So that if a ftranger 
takes a liking to an horfe, it is of no confequence to whom 

it 
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it belongs, sa he ,be content to pay the price, which the 
governor may fix on itein the name of his mafter. But the 
owner is feldom expofed to the mortification of being obliged to 
part with his‘ property: the value of the beaft, however beau- 
tiful it may be, feldom pipving j in the leaft adequate to the price 
which is demanded for it. 

In their horfes the chief pleafure and pride of the Arabs 
confift. Pampered to an excefs that renders them fitter for 
fhew than ufe, they ftand in the ftable, or are picketted at the 
doors of their mafters, from one fabbath-day to another. But 
on this feftival, they are adorned with a load of rich and un- 
wieldy furniture, with which they parade the ftrcets from 
morning to night: and they now receive the only exercife which 
they are permitted to take. The governor's ftud, which confifts 
of a number of choice horfes, are particularly drawn up in the 
f{quare before his houfe. They are oppofed to each other in 
{quadrons, and at the word of command, the riders fet off at 
full gallop, and as they pafs each other, dart the pike or {pear 
with great dexterity. 

“We paid a cuftomary vifit to the governot on our landing, 
and found him to be a grave and elderly man, meager in his 
body, and flovenly in his apparel.. But with this unpromifing 
appearance, he has the character of being a very good and in- 
telligent man; and much more inquifitive after the manners and 
difcoveries of European nations, than the generality of his coun- 
trymen. This peculiarity in’ his difpofition plainly evinces’ irfelf 
in the furniture of his audience chamber, which is ornamented 
with a broken figured clock, a French thermometer, and an 
Englifh quadrant. He received us very politely, and is a pro- 
felled friend of the Englifh nation, whofe genius and fpirit he 
affects to admire. This piece of intelligence we obtained from 


our refident here, who at the fame time commayunicated to us 
an 


Le 
an anecdote of his life, which is not unworthy of mention. it 
not only carries with it an evidenge ofethe intrighing temper of 
the Arabs, but fets off to advantage the character of a man, 
to whom the Englifh are materially obliged. 

In the reign of the father of the pfefent king of Sennaa, this 
man was the vizier and favorite. Sq univerially was his ad- 
miniftration approved of, and fo neceflary did the old king 
think him to the welfare of the ftate, that he recommended him 
on his death-bed to the protection of his fon, in the moft 
earneft terms. The prince was deeply impreffed with a charge 
delivered to him at fo folemn a moment, and promifed his fa- 
ther, to make the knowledge and advice of the vizier the 
fole guides of his future life. Aid to this promife he very 
faithfully adhered, for fome years after his acceffion to the 
throne. 

In the courfe of this time, the young monarch had formed in- 
confiderate attachments for courtiers of his own age and difpofi- 
tion. Though this did not immediately interfere with the mi- 
nifter’s influence in matters of government, it neverthelefs fug- 
gefted, to a difcetning mind, the approaches of neglect and dif- 
grace. To prevent the execution, thercfore, of what he confi- 
dered as inevitable, fhould he continue in his prefent office, he 
very wifely formed the refolution of retiring from court. A re- 
folution infpired by the foundeft philofophy, wavered not un- 
tilan opportunity offered to put it into practice. 

Ohe day when he was alone with the king, he took the li- 
berty to {peak of the length of his Services, and of the decline 
of his life. He touched modeftly upon his known affection, 
and zeal for the honor of his fovereign; and befpoke his ma- 
jefty’s indulgence for the petition which he was about to prefer. 
He concluded with an humble defire, that he might be per- 
mitted to refign his truft to one, whofe faculties and health 
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were more vigorous, and-able to tranfa& the important affairs, 
in which he had been foliong employed. The better to cover 
his defign, he affected anfinclination to vifit Mocha, where hc 
purpofed to remain until $is name was forgotten, and that time 
fhould weaken the malice $f a faction, which is the infeparable 
attendant of the beft admtniftration. It was not without reluc- 
tance, that the king complied with this unexpected requeft. 
He had a particular value and refpeét for the minifter, and was 
not prepared to forego his fervices, although the latter had been 
artful enough te recommend for his fucceflor, one of the chief 
favorites of his mafter. The ftruggle, however, was of no long 
continuance, The king’s pride was touched at the idea of being 
at a lofs for a fervant, and he haftened to inveft the very favourite 
who had betn pointed out to him, with thedignity of the abdi- 
cated minifter. 

But little did the minifter dream of the confequences of this 
refignation. Little did he forefee, that his fucceflor would lay 
hold of the wifh which he had expreffed to vifit Mocha, to 
load him again with the cares of government; where his in- 
fluence would be confiderably ‘leffened, though his dignity would 
appear, greater than before. No ‘fooner had the new vizier 
poffeffed himfelf of his office, than he was determined to re- 
move for ever, fo virtuous an obferver of his adminiftra- 
tion. Poifon or the fword, was too dangerous an implement, 
againft fuch a character. He had recourfe to a remedy which 
wholly anfwered his intentions ; and, by blinding the eyes 
of his fovereign, and advancing the opinion of his principles 
among the vulgar, muft* be held as a mafterpiece of courtly 
artifice. ' 

With the greateft appearance of warmth, therefore, he repre- 
fented to the king the outcry which would be raifed againft 
him, fhould he fuffer an old fervant of his father's, and the 
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euardian of his own youth, to vifit Mgcha, withput being dif- 
tinguithed by fome public charaétér. ‘He then infinuated the 
lucky occafion which prefented itfelf "to rewarg his fervices 
with the government of that city. It(was impoffible to fufpect 
the treachery of this advice ; and it id not wonderful, that the 
monarch greedily took the bait. He that very day forwarded a 
commiffion to Mocha, which the old man had the mortification 
to find, on his arrival here. To him, however, the trick was 
obvious. He readily dived into the fcheme of his fucceflor, who, 
judging of others from himfelf, had taken an unncceffary ftep 
to detach him from the vanity of court-favor. The vexation of 
the governor 1s nut to be defcribed. But rather than difturb 
the peace of his mafter with complaints, he has the virtue to 
encountei the fatigues of bufinefs, though repugnant to his in- 
clinations ; and is content to live a voluntary exile from his na- 
tive place, fecure of the affection of the people, and confcious 
of the efteem of the king. A king! who ftill continues under 
the delufion of having preferred a faithful fubject, agreeably to 
his own choice. What a leffon fhould this be to the fovereigns 
of more enlightened nations !| who may juftly apprehend the in- 
tiigues of defigning men, whien the refinements of party prevail 
within the narrow {cope of Arabian politics! . 

The women in Arabia are kept in much ftricter confinement, 
than thofe of their religion in India. The females of rank are 
fut np in their apartments, and never ftir abroad, except now 
and then, to accompany their hufbands on an excurfion to the 
vallies. They are vailed at thefe times from head to foot, and 
fent off upon horfeback under cover of the night. But this fim- 
ple recreation does not fall often to their lot. The civilized 
Arabs are, of all nations, the leaft inclined -to a€tion; and it is 
to be fuppofed, that women born here, live and die, without 
Stirring out of the walls of Mocha: fuch is the tax that ‘is laid 
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on birth andgreatnefs, even in the remote country of Arabia. 
How then car\ we be fumprized at the vexations, which cloud the 
lives of the followers ofye! powerful court? if female beauty be 
doomed to foStude in thdfe rude parts, is not the liberty which 
is allowed it in more polifhed countries, too often the fource of 
calamities more grievoy$ than confinement, of perfecutions 
more intolerable than the commands of an imperious mafter? ‘I 
- doubt not, but there is many a toaft that blazes in the circle of 
St. James's, that fighs for the privilege of obfcurity, and would 
willingly hide the remains of a fhattered reputation in an Ara- 
bian feraglio ! 

To thofe of a lower degree, there is fome deviation permitted 
from the feverity of this cuftom. Though there are no public 
Hummums for the women to refort to as in Turkey, they are in- 
dulged with the’ freedom of vifiting their neighbors, when the 
dufk of the evening can fkreen their perfons from obfervation : 
for the thick vails in which their faces are buried, utterly pre- 
clude the poffibility of diftinguifhing their features. We have 
met them ourfelves in the ftreets, and have conceived a favora~ 
ble idea of their faces, from the.fymmetry of their figures. 

Incontinence is held much more criminal among the fingle 
than married females. Though adultery is punifhed with a 
heavy fine, the feduction of a virgin is attended by a more feri- 
ous correction. In this they differ from the laws of more en- 
lightened kingdoms, where an injury of this nature, is not only 
unpunifhable by any courfe of law, but the matter itfelf is treated 
in avery light manner. And here the charaéter of the Arabian 
legiflator rifes far beyond the boafted policy of European {tates. 
To his juftice it is owing, that the deftruétion of innocence is 
held in fuch abhorrence ; and to his reCtitude of thinking, that 
the mere accomplice of a lewd woman fhould encounter lefs ri- 
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phaty. Tow jut this obfervation may be, I ee with plea- 
fure to the decition of a lady, whocandfo charitably diftinguifh 
between the follics and vices of her {{x'; and who can feparate 
the errors of incxperience fiom the Sea of 4 depraved in- 
clination ! 
» We were furprized at the number of Chriftian renegadocs 
that refide at Moch.. Dot, that the apoftacy of men, whe 
perhaps had no fenfe of religion until they profefled Mahome- 
tanifm, could provoke our wonder; but how their worldly inte- 
refls could be advanced by the change. Reduced to a pitiful fub- 
fiftence, and held in deferved contempt by the natives, we fhould 
have furmifed theit defection tu be merely the effeéts of defpair ; 
and that the fugitives from juftice alone, fought their fafety at thie 
price, had not the example of a Greck prieft fomewhat fhaken 
our opinion. This prieft, by name Ananias, I remember to 
have heard mentioned in Bengal, as a miracle of piety. And 
yet in the feventicth year of his age, did he publicly abjure the 
Chriftian rcligion, in the courfe of a pilgrimage to Mount Sinai. 
He was circumcifed, and received into the Mahometan church; 
and, to crown the whole of this itrange proceeding, was led about 
the city for three days, according to cuftom, mounted on an 
afs, to receive the alms of the faithful, which every convert is 
entitled to on his admiffion to their myfteries. This happened 
during our fhort ftay at Mocha; and is one of the greatcft in- 
ftancer of the infirmity of human nature, which has come within. 
the {phere of my obfervation. 
The Englifh are the only nation who have a refident here ; 
and this is but a late regulation. The Eaft India Company were 
accuftomed to fend a fhip here every feafon ; but now the coffee 
is tranfported on country bottoms to Bombay, from whence our 
Indiamen convey it to Europe. By this plan they are eafed of 
a cohfiderable cxpence ; as the appointments of fupercargoes to 
this 
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this ftation, and the heavy duties of this port, muft have leffened 
the advantages which ret prom this trade. No better means 


could have been devifeds gratiate ourfelves with the natives, 
than the appofatment offa refident among them. It is a plea- 
fure to me to add, that dothing could have better enfured the 
end in view, than the cholce of the prefént gentleman who fills 
that poft. His mild demeanor cannot fail to engage the efteem 
of the people ; as his acknowledged abilities -will lead him to 
improve every occafion, to reftore this drooping branch of com- 
merce to its original value. Neither is the prefence of Mr. 
Horfeley at Mocha, of lefs moment to the interefts of travellers, 
who prefer this fhort cut to Europe, to the old track by the 
Cape of Good Hope. Hofpitality and politenefs are acceptable in 
all places, but doubly fo to the way-worn traveller, who the leaft 
éxpects to meet with them in a remote and uncivilized region. 

I have annexed a view of the town and fuburbs of Macha, 
which I took from our vediel on the day of our arrival here. 
There is a wall runs round the town, but there are no cannon 
mounted on it, except a few on a battery towards the fea. The 
northern and fouthern extremities of the town are flanked by 
two caftles of a circular form, which are likewife ornamented 
with guns, and were meant as a defence to the place. How much 
thefe Arabian engineers were miftaken in their ideas of fortifica- 
tion, will clearly appear from a circumftance, which occurred 
here about fix or feven years ago, and will fet their pretepfions 
to power in a proper light. 

The captain of a trading veflel from India, was afhore at the 
Englith fa€tory, and correcting a flave for fome fault or other, 
the boy ran away, and took refuge in an Arabian houfe, where 
he was prevailed upon-to become a Mahometan. In this country 
no Chriitian is permitted to keep a flave of this perfuafion. The 
boy availed himéelf of this privilege, and went abroad again, 
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without dty fear of his mafter’s refer 
ever, as he ventured to pafs the factory? he was obferved by the 
captain, whofe Englith blood boil h indignation at this 
feeming infult. Unheedful of his fitdation, he“fave way to a 
fudden impulfe of paffion, and orderdd his fervants to feize the 
boy, and flog him feverely within the yard of the factory. This 
rath aétion could not efcape notice, and was attended by con- 
fequences whigh-he_little expected. The factory was at that 
time uninhabited, except by the fupercargoes and captains during 
their fhort ftay here. It was not in the beft repair, and but little 
calculated to make a defence. The mob, which now gathered 
about it, eafily forced the gates, and not finding the objeét of 
their refearch, whom they meant to have facrificed on the fpot, 
contented themfelves with plundering his effects. On the firft 
alarm, the captain wifely retreated to the terrace of the factory ; 
and it was with no little difficulty, that he efcaped along the 
roofs of the houfes to the fea-fide, where he immediately took a 
boat for his veflel. 

This difturbancg was too fudden to have been checked under 
the beft-regulated government ; but it might have been reme- 
died : fatisfaction might have been made to the fufferer, had the 
governor been inclined to do him juftice. A deaf ear was turned 
to his remonftrances, and the captain was obliged to carry: his 
complaint to Bombay : here, to the honour of the Britith name, 
it was properly attended to. The counciiswere vigorous ; and 
two floops of war were direétly fitted out for Mocha, to enforce 
redrefs. They accordingly appeared before the town, with all 
the implements for a bombardment ; and a meffage was fent 
afhore, to advertife the governor of their errand. It is impof- 
file to conceive the terror of the inhabitants at thefe tidinps. 
They deferted the caftles, which'they had once confidered: ag.nn~ 
pregitable, and were about to quit the city itfelf; but shiv the 
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govtrnor prevented. He thought proper to comply with the 
demands; which were jnade in the name of the fufferer, and 
fent off 4,000 dollar he commodore of the expedition; 
happy, to praferve the dty from deftruétion, and to appeafe the 
refentment of the Englifh, at fo cheap a iate. And even the 
money to make good thid payment, was'raifed unjuftly, though 
it was to fatisfy a juft demand. The Banian, or Gentoo me:- 
chants who are fettled here, and tranfaét all the bufinefs of the 
port, fell within the gripe of government on this’occafion. They 
have affured us-more than once, that they were obliged to ad- 
vance the -fum in queftion, for which they have not yet been 
fatisfied. It is neceflary to add, that this occurrence, fo dif- 
graceful in its nature, was antecedent to the adminiftration of 
the prefent governor; of whofe character I have had occafion to 
{peak in the moft favorable terms. 

To thefe Banians we were obliged for a part of our amufe- 
ments at this place. There is a wood of date-trees, which ex- 
tends from the fouthern fuburbs of Mocha, for fome miles 
towards the inland mountains. There is no.mark of cultivation 
in this neighborhood befides; and in this wood, one of the 
principal Banians has a.country feat. We have no conveyance 
here, except affes, on which we ride about for our diverfion, In 
one of our excurfions we called at this feat, which ia above 
three miles from the town, and on our way home, had an oppor- 
tunity of obferving a curious procefs in the vegetable world. 
It has abready been taken notice of by naturalifts, but is too un- 
common to be known to readers of every clafs. The date-trees 
were now in bloflom; and we remarked the Arabs to be bufied 
about the branches. It is neceflary to ingraft all fruit-trees, to 
obtain good fruit ; but the propagation of the date i is in another 


manats, and intimately refembles that of the animal creation. 
There is a male as well as female date-tree, which are diftinguifhed 
from 
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from each other by the coler and thape of the blolioms, © The 
male tree yields no fruit ; but the gardeng mutt be careful, every 
fpring, to cull as many blofloms fr Nmale, as will ferve his 
purpefe. One-ef thefe at leaft he muft inwrap agid bind up in 
a blofiom of the female tree; without which the will prove as 
barren as the male. Tle fingularity ofthis operation is height- 
ened by its being difcovered by a people, who are at prefent 
grofily ignorant of every branch of natural philofophy *. 

_ It is to our refident that I am indebted for an ingenious 
conjecture, relative to the barren coafts of Arabia Felix, with 
which I fhall clofe my remaks on this celebrated territory. For 
the {pace of fifteen or fixteen miles from the beach, the land 
rifes on a gradual afcent towards the -foot of the mountains. 
Here the fcene fuddenly changes from a fandy wafte, to a ver- 
dant and fertile foil; from a fcarcity of palatable water, to a 
profufion of chryftal {prings and running ftreams. In this defart 
barrier there are found quantities of fhells, and other productions 
of the ocean, which feem to have lain there for many ages: this, 
joined to the fhelving appearance of the ground, renders the idea 
very probable, that this tract of land has. been-won from the fea, by 
the fecret operations of nature: There is, indeed, no informa. _ 
tion to be gathered of this event, among a people whofe annals 
carry no perfpicuity with them, beyond the days. of their praphet. | 
But the perpendicular. fhores of the oppofite coat of: Africa,’ 
upon which the waters may have proportionally encroached, are’. 
an additional evidence in favor of this opinion. No. ftranger, © 
in traverfing this fhore, could poflibly conceive her sight to the 
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title of Happy. But plage him in her middie regions, beneath her 
balm-dropping woods, amidft her delightful tains, where 
the fruits of every eliKatecourt his tafte, ‘and <b breezes of 
caffia refreth Bis fenfes, and he will pronpunce, ‘that fhe juftly 
retains the flattering appellation with which fhe was honored by 
the antients. 

On the 16th of April we had completed our wood and water, 
and taken on board a fufficient ftock of provifion to ferve us_on 
eut paffage. We chearfully embarked, therefore, on the Adven- 
ture, captain Bacors, and with an additional paffenger from India, 
fpread our fails for the long-wifhed-for port of Suez. For fomr 
days we were favored with a fair breeze, and moderate weather: 
but the wind changed fuddenly to the northward, and began to 
blow with great violence againft us. The moon was now at the 
full, and we were to look for a continuance of the gale. In 
narrow feas the waters are foon agitated; and we experienced 
fuch a difagreeable motion, from the inceffant working of the 
veffel, that fome of my féllow-paffengers were again confined to 
their cabbins. As for my own ‘part, I have had the good for- 
tune to be free from ficknefs during our tedious voyage, if I 
except af head-ach of four-days ftanding, which I confidér, in- 
deed, as @ natural infirmity. Our hopes were once more revived, 
from the winds abating. We were by this time in the latitude 
of Judda; and though the wind was fill contrary, we made a 
fhift to creep on daily towands our defired port. Our greateft 
progtefs was-from*ten to twenty miles in our way. We could 
wét,' With propriety, run more than thirty miles upon one tack ; 
and it was our cuftom to make one fhore about fun-fet, then to 
tick, anil @and for the oppofite fide, until day-break. . 

“We bd beater! up ia this manner, to the 24th degrée of north 
tatitade,amd. were within 156 leagues of Suez, when, in the 
‘after nonh of the Gth of May, we dittovertd breakers aliead, The 
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veffel’s head was to the north-eaft, andgthe captain judged him~ 
felf, from his journal, to be in jn See It may be fup- 
pofed, therefore, that this circu ncé much alarmed us, as 
nothing but a ftrong eafterly current, could befve thrown us 
among the rocks and fhoals, with which this part of the Arabian 
coaft abounds. Nor were our fears without foundation. The 
weather had been fo hazy all day, that we could fcarcely fee two 
leagues diftance. ‘The veffel had beer’ put about at the alarm 
before recited, and we were failing with great fecurity towards 
the open fea, when the departing fun warned us of the de- 
ftruction on which we were running. The fky cleared up for a 
moment as ihe fun fet, and prefented to our view, a line of 
rocks and fhoals immediately before us, and on which, in a 
quarter of an hour, we muft have ftruck, had not Providence, 
in this unexpected manner, delivered us from the ravenous deep. 
The moft experienced among us were appalled at this fight. We 
had breakers to the northward and weftward of us, and an un- 
known coaft to the eaft, The wind fortunately favoring the 
only fafe courfe which was now left us, the veffel wore and 
ftood to the fouthward ; her two boats being fent a mile ahead to 
lead the way. In this manner we proceeded until midnight, 
when one of the boats fired a gun, as a fignal of diitrefs. Our 
fails were backed on this alarm; andthe boat prefently bore 
down to inform us, that fhe heard the furf break clofe to her, 
and that there was no ground with fifty fathom of line. Our 
danger now became prefiing. We were expofed’ to impending 
deftruction while the veffel was in motion, and there was no 
probability of finding arichorage for heron this coaft. 

In this dilemma the: vellel's head was put towards the land. 
The weather happily continued moderate, and we made a thift 
to Meer clear of the perils that encircled us, though not: with- 
ont frequent alarms. So defperate did our fituation appear, : fo 
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few were the.chances of, fafety, that about two in the morning 
I retired to my cabin, and fecured what little money and va- 
luables I could convenjesitix carry about me. I loaded my pif- 
tols, and tooksout a packet of confequence from my cheft, which 
I kept by me, in expoétatios of the veffel’s ftriking on the rocks. 
In cafe of fuch an accident, we were only to truft to our boats 
for our deliverance. This we had learnt from the captain and 
officers of the faow Aurora, which was fhipwrecked on this 
part of the coaft, not fix months preceding our arrival, We 
met them at Mocha on their return to India; and were advifed 
ef the particulars of their difafter, which doubled our appre- 
henfions at the prefent crifis. The Aurora had been ftanding, 
like us, for the Arabian coaft, and juft before day-break, fhe 
ftruck, without the leaft warning, on a funken rock. By the 
violence of the wind, fhe was driven fo far upon. th¢ rock, as to 
bulge her bows, while at her ftern no ground was to be found with 
ninety fathom of line. It was impoffitble that the veffel could 
hold.long, together in: this pofttiem; and the captain and crew 
had icancely time to take to their boats, when the. {eparated and 
went down. There was an ifland in view, to which. they made, 
end which would have preferved them from fhipwreck, had the 
day broke but half an hour foonsr. But we were at length re- 
lieved. from our perpiexity. With conftant. founding we hit 
upen a narrow bank. in. fifty fathom, and joyfully dropped an 
sechor at faurjin the morning: ‘There:was.no ground, however, 
to: be. found by: the boats that founded round the veffel. The 
bottom waa:rocky; and dhould:the wind frefhen, there was little 
dependance: toa be placed upon our anchar,. Our fatisfaCtion 
cgalequintly was imperfect iand precarious. 

\> ABhedighs, whick jad been.fo long expected, now. dawned, and 
otabledetus iat Jeait,/¢o didcover the dangers that lorked around 
mes: Ate fam’ pike owe oe we plainly difoeraed . she 
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mountains of Arabia; and to the Ls saa of that glorious fu- 
hninary, we.were once more indebted for a gleam of hope, to 
revive our drooping {pirits. We hglteff@l therefore to take ad- 
vantage of this intelligence. We weighed our azchor, with as 
much expedition as the depth of water would admit of, and were 
rejoiced to get it fafe oh board again... Our courfe was ftilb di- 
rected towards the land, which was often obfcured by the mitts 
which hung over it. About noon we were clofe enough to dif- 
tinguifh a large town, which, from our charts, we concluded to 
be Yambo. To this town we attempted to get. After various 
intricate traverfes, as the channel between the fands and rocks 
occafioned, we arrived at the mouth of the harbour, without 
which there is no ground, though the boats founded at the edge 
of the fhoals. ; 

And now did we heartily congratulate ourfelves on the: con« 
clufion of our troubles. We had heard at Mocha of the hof- 
pitality of this port, from the very perfons who had owed to the 
inhabitants, their life and freedom. Captain Adams, and the 
furvivors of the {now Aurora before mentioned, had been rea 
leafed by ‘the. governor of-Yambo from the hands of the wild 
Arabs. Thefe banditti had feized them, on their reaching the 
continent in their: boat, ftripped them of their cloaths, and 
brought them.here with a view of felling them, . Not content 
with this act of humanity, he had furnifhed them with camels, 
and generoufly fupplied them with moneyandmocelfaries:to carry 
them to Judda, where they were certain’ of ‘finding: Englifh 
veflels. Nay, the very commerce that is carried on -between tho 
Englifh.and the inhabitants of Judda, which, as wellas-Yambo, 
is fabje& to the Xerif af Mecca; difpelled any deubt which might 
arife concerning the good faith of thefe people. We knew that, 
there were feveral Englith veffels at Judda at, the very time. Wo 
had landed. a.confiderable fum of money at Mocha, whichwas.a 
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prefent from the nabob ef the Carnatic to the temple of Mecca; 
and we doubted not of meeting with the moft favorable treat- 
ment at a place, which is-jn the neighborhood of Medina. 
‘How dim is the perception of mortals ! What avails their boafted 
fagacity! Their funds of lettered knowledge! Their idle dreams 
of fecurity! What. appears the moft recohcileable to their judg- 
ment, turns out in the experiment, to have been ‘trufted without 
cae, and embraced without the evidence of conviétion |! 

I have been the more particular in recapitulating the circum- 
ftances, -on. which we built a confidence in thefe people, as 
there are not wanting perfons, idle and malicious enough, to 
condemn even the fteps, by which their fellow-creatures have 
entailed mifery and deftruction upon themfelves. The captain 
would have been cenfured for bringing his veffel into an un- 
civilized port, and the credulity of the paflengers held up in a 
ridiculous light, for trufting themfelves among a favage tribe, 
unverfed in the tender offices of humanity, and unreftrained by 
the laws of focial life. And to fuch this recital will be of ufe. 
While the generous breaft fhall plead our caufe, and make al- 
lowances for the frailty of our. natures, thofe worfe than Arab 
Spirits fall. be robbed of the enjoyment of their fpleen, and of 
liberty to pais fentence updn us, unheard. Entangled in a chain 
ef fands and rocks, without a corre€t chart to direét us, ona 
feaman on board acquainted with the path of fafety, there re~ 
mained no alternative but to enter a port, that {eemed to open 
her feiendly.arms for. our relief. We were certain there were 
pilote here: who covild condud us to Suez; and to eftape thip« 
wreok at fea, neceflity would: have obliged us to hazard. flaughter 
adhore,:even. had. ste mot been taught to look forthe mott‘hof 
pitebleepception,, .).J¢will appear in the, courfe of this narrative, 
that badiwve mot-confidered the veflel’s fafety ptior to our own} 
our lives chad : ee = endangered, and we had 
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efcaped a fund of trouble and difquietude. But to our ig- 
norance of the A1abian policy muft our conduct be attributed, 
and that oppofition, which brought us to the brink of de- 
{truction. 

As the adventures which befel us in this place, were either im- 
mediately committed td paper, or as foon as I could regain a 
commumication with the pen, I will beg leave to deviate from the 
mode which 1 have hitherto obferved, and keep a diary of our 
future tranfactions. A tale of diftrefs is not only more intereft- 
ing when thus divided, but more capable of fpirit and accuracy. 
I afk not the colours of fiétion to heighten a picture, which 
cannot fail to affect, when reprefented by the fimpleft touches 
of nature | 


WEDNESDAY, 7th May 1777. 


On the afternoon of this day we anchored at the entrance of 
Yambo harbor. We had fcarcely taken a view of the town 
through our glaffes, when we perceived a boat rowing towards 
us, which brought on board an Arab of a venerable and pleafing 
afpect. His appearance befpoke him of no common rank, and 
we ptefently found that he was a Shaik, and one of the members 
of government. This perfonage was charged with the compli- 
ments of the governor, or as he is here ftyled, the Vizier of Yambo, 
and his congratulations on our arrival in a port, where we fhould 
want for nothing that was in his power to afford. Refrefhments 
we were in little need of, But our {pirits were elated with the 
proffer of a pilot, which the vizier juftly divined to be the motive 
of our errand. 

In a few minutes a fecond boat reached our vellel, from 
which afcended an Abyffinian flave, handfomely cloathed and 
armed after the fafhion of the country. He proved to be one of 
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the vizier’s guard, and game with an invitation from his mafter, 
to favor him with our company on fhore. We were much taken 
with the freedom of thefe people’s behavior; and though they 
acknowledged to us, that no European veffel had put into ther 
port before, we entertained no diftruft of their fincerity, and 
readily promifed to takg advantage of+the vizier’s politene(s. 
There were feveral of us in the fhip who talked the Moor lan- 
guage, and were equally deceived by the old fhaik, who was a 
Patan, and underftood it perfectly. He converfed with fuch 
eafe and gravity of face, that the eye of fufpicion might have 
been lulled afleep, and age itfelf relaxed of its feverity of opinion. 

After regaling them with coffee and tea, of which they wil- 
lingly partook, we diftniiled them with advice of our intentions 
to go on fhore in the morning. The preliminaries were adjufted ; 
and we agreed to falute the fort at fan-rife, when thcfe meflen- 
gers promifed to come on board for us. 


THURSDAY, 8th May. 


I was awakened this morning by the vefftl’s falute, which 
was irregularly returned by the fort. As foon as breakfaft was 
over, T went into the long-boat with the captain, two {upercar- 
goes,’ our interpreter, and thrée paffengérs, who are bound for 
England as well ay myfelf. We were accompanied by our fer- 
vants ina fifher-boat, and about the middle of the harbor, were 
riiet by the old fhaik, the Abyffinian, and others of the vizier’s 
train, who had been fent'to conduct us afhore. As we pafled a 
decayed caftle on an angle df the fort, a very laughable incident 
occurred, A gun was fired from thence to welcome'us to Yame 
bo; but fuch'a quantity} of ribbith fell down from the fhock, 
and ‘futh’a daft éiftuied the place, as immediately interrupted 
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the jalute, and induced the garrifon to confult their own fafety, 
by an omiffion of the compliment intended us. Indeed, fo 
ruinous an appearance did the walls and buildings of this town 
exhibit, which had not probably been repaired fince the days of 
Mahomet, that our contempt of it increaied to a degree, that 
would have ridiculed the idea of danger. At our landing we 
were met by fome officers of the vizier’s houfhold, and ufhered 
in great ftate to an apartment by the fea-fide. Here were aflem- 
bled fundry of the principal inhabitants, who were feated on 
carpets, agreeably to the oriental cuftom. There were chairs 
provided for our reception, and we were ferved with coffee and 
perfumes. 

After an hour's delay, at which we were fomewhat furprized, 
but have fince been able to account for, the vizier fent to ac- 
quaint us of his being ready to fee us. We were accordingly at- 
tended in the fame manner as before, to a building within the 
fort, and introduced to this minifter. He received us fitting ; 
it being unufual with the Arabs to rife up, to falute thofe of an 
infertor rank, We advanced however, towards him, by the di. 
reétion of our intérpreter; on which he put his right hand to 
his breaft with a flight inclination of his head, and gave it to 
each of us, as a token of his amity. Of all the Muffulmen 
whom I have yet feen, the vizier of Yambo is the faireft. With- 
put the mixture of red and white, that diftinguifhes Europeans 
from Afiatics, his complexion did not yield to any of our come 
pany.” His eyes black and fparkling ; his. nofe aquiline, and his 
countenance expreffive of great fweetnefs and fenfibility. He 
feemed to be between thirty and forty years of age, and was not 
the leat embarrafled by the prefence of ftrangers, whom he only 
knew by report. We had been furprized at the deportment of 
the vizier's feryants yefterday, But that was a f{cene of little 
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admiration, when compared with the audience we now obtained. 
The impreffion will never be effaced from my mind. The 
powers of Garrick would, if poflible, fall fhort, to fupport the 
countenance and addrefs of the vizier during an interview of 
two hours, in which fuch complicated deceit and villainy were 
ufed, as throw the crookedl politics of Machiavel far behind ! 

After the firft ceremonies were over, and the coffee and per- 
fumes brought in, the vizier repeated his offers of affiftance. 
He profeffed a great refpect for the Englifh nation, and a regard 
for the nabob. of Arcot—in whofe fervice the captain had de- 
clared himfelf—for his generous attention to the poor of Mecca. 
He flattered us with the profpect of getting eafily to Sucz ; 
and as we were in want of a pilot, he fent for the captain of the 
port, to examine him in our prefence, touching our future paf- 
fage. Nothing could be more plaufible than this behavior. 
We were profufe In our acknowledgments of the minifter’s 
goodnefs, and little imagined that the man who was fummoncd 
before us, had been tutored for the purpofe, during our ftay at 
the fhaik’s houfe: 

In a fhort time this officer appeared, and was queftioned by 
the vizier himfelf on the certainty and length of our voyage to 
Suez. The particulars of this converfation were conveyed to 
us by our interpreter, who ftood between them. It had Jong 
been our fear, that the foutherly winds were exhaufted, and 
that the northerly monfoon was about to fet in; which wpuld 
inevitably prevent our further progrefs. And it was on thefe 
points that the pilot infifted. He expreffed. his doubts of 
making the paffage, and his apprehenfions of endangering an 
Englith veffel; the confequence of which. he could not anfwer. 
At lengtl: he pofitively declined the undertaking, as hazardous 
and impracticable. Much argument did the vizier ufe to render 
him compliant. He threw out the lure of the reward, which 
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hi fuccefs woud entitle him to; and even affetted to be fhocked 
at his prefumption and pufillanimity. He fubmitted the matter 
to ourfelves, and offered, if we pleafed, to fend the pilot in 
irons on board our veffel. To this violence it may be fuppofed, 
we univerfally diffented ; at the fame time that we declared our 
funfe of this mark of’ the minifter’s friendfhip. The head pilot 
was therefore difmiffed, and another fent for, whom the vizier 
pretended to judge would be more tractable. But with him 
we had no better fuccefs. He was equally backward with the 
former, to take charge of the veffel ; and after much futile per- 
fuafion, the minifter turned round to us in feeming trouble, and 
expreficd his regret at our bad fortune. 

The captain now totally abandoned all thoughts of proceeding 
further ; and was content with the promife of a pilot to carry 
him to Judda; the port to which the fhip was ordered, in cafe 
of the lofs of her pailage to Suez. The travellers deftined for 
Europe, now preferred their petition. We requefted a boat, to 
tian{port us to Suez with our baggage ; and informed the vizier 
of our being feverally charged with packets for the Eaft India 
Company, both from the nabob of Arcot and the governor of 
Madras. To this he gave a gracious aflent ; and the pilot en- 
gaged to fit out a boat for us in five days. Nay, the price of his 
tiouble was fixed at 50 dollars, which apparently exceeded his ex- 
pectations. Our conference had been {pun out to a great. length, 
and as our bufinefs was difpatched, we made a metion to retige. 
It was our intention to have repaired immediately. to the veflel, 
where dinner was provided: but the vizier acquainted:us at our 
depaiture, that he had cireéted refrefhments to. be prepared. for 
us at the fhaik’s houle, of which he hoped we wouls. partake. 
As the day was pretty far advanced, and we travellers were 
anxious to adjuft the particulars of our voyage with the- pilot, 
we unwittingly fwallowed the bait which was thrown out fer 
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us, and returned with the old fhaik to his houfe, little dream- 
ing that it would become the theatre of our troubles! 

On a candid review of the, foregoing fcene, even on the very 
day it occurred, I cannot charke my memory with a fingle cir- 
cumftance, by which the fincerity of the vizier was liable to 
fufpicion. So well was the plot laid, with fuch addrefs did the 
principal characters conduct themfelves, that never fiction fo 
happily affumed the air of truth. The flighteft alarm would 
probably have prevented the confequences which enfued, as 
none of us imagine the fhaik or his attendants were authorized 
to oppofe our departure, had we made an effort to regain our 
boat, inftead of returning to the houfe of our conductor. But 
we were lulled into a fecurity, that was particularly ftrength- 
ened on the part of us travellers, from an information which 
the vizier gave us. Two Englifh gentlemen had been recom- 
mended to his good offices by the Xerif his mafter; and he had 
difpatched them with a packet to Suez, but a few days before 
our arrival. This circumftance encouraged our hopes. We 
conceived the packet to be the fame, which. a captain Dibdin 
was charged with from the ufurped adminiftration at Madras ; 
and we were emulous of not being out{tripped in a race, where 
we contended without reproach. 

We had not been half an hour at the fhaik’s houfe, when 
a meffenger came to fummon our interpreter to the vizier's 
prefence. This man was an Arab by birth, and had performed 
a pilgrimage to Mecca; an att of devotion which every true 
Muffulman undertakes, either in perfon or by proxy, before he 
dies. From this he had obtained the title of Hadgy. He was 
a threwd fenfible fellow, and proved of infinite fervice to us in 
the feqnel, by letting us into the defigns of his countrymen. 
He returned after a fhort abfence, with evident marks of fur- 
prize in his countenance, which foon communicated itfelf to 
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our breatts, by the meffage he-brought. It imported, that the 
vizier could render us no affiftance, until he received an order 
from the Xerif of Mecca concernipg us; and that it would be 
advifeable for the captain to dire€t the officer on board, to 
bring the veffel into the harbor. Such a contradiction in his 
conduct immediately opened our eyes ¢o the wrong that was in- 
tended us; and we began to think of the beft method, to ex- 
tricate ourfelves from the {nare we had fallen into. A retreat to 
our boat naturally fuggefted itfelf: but our deliberations were 
foon interrupted, by one of the company obferving from a win- 
dow, that there was a guard upon the houfe. To be certified 
of this, I walked through an area that led to the gateway, 
which | found befet by a troop of foldiers. There was now no- 
thing left us, but to put the beft face on the matter. We fent 
the interpreter back to the vizier, with expoftulations on the 
duplicity of his behavior, We reminded him_of our having 
come afhore at his own invitation ; and that he could not de- 
tain us, without a violation of the law of nations, and of hof- 
pitality: for a regard to which the Arabs were univerfally ce- 
lebrated. We demanded, what bufinefs he or his mafter could 
have with a veffel, which had not entered their port, and was in 
want of nothing but a pilot, which it was at their option to 
afford her. We obferved the odium that would attend fuch pro- 
ceedings towards the property of a prince, to whom the Xerif was 
f© much indebted, both in refpect to the commerce which he 
carried on with the port of Judda, and the very valuable prefent 
that our veffel had brought for the temple of Mecca. Finally, 
we warned him, not to offer any infult to the Britith flag, which 
the moft barbarous nations had been taught to refpect. The 
imterpreter was likewife charged to demand an audience for the 
captain, that he might argue the matter with the vizier. But 
this effort was unfuccefsful. The poor fellow came back with a 
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long face, and brought @ ftriét injun@ion to the captain, to or- 
der the veffel into the harbor, and a defire that we would make 
ourfelves eafy, until the orders refpetting us arrived, which 
would be in fix days at furtheft, The captain's fuit was declined, 
on pretence of the vizier’s being engaged with company. 

We now confulted uppn the fteps to be taken in this exi- 
gency. Our junction with the fhip was infallibly cut off. The 
mariners who had been left to take care of the boat, had by this 
time, been fent to the place of our confinement. From them 
we learnt, that our boat was carried to an unknown part, at 
the moment of their feizure. Our own detention was confe- 
quently confirmed, and the efcape of the veffel from the hands 
of thefe robbers — for fuch we regarded them — was the point 
to which we turned our views. Indeed, we confidered her as 
the anchor by which our lives were held. It was impoffible to 
anfwer for the fprbearance or humanity of people, who had 
broken through the moft facred precept of their religion, in 
their treatment of us, fhould they once get the veffel into their 
poffeffion, by whofe means alone the circumftances of our de- 
tention could be brought to light. With our concurrence there- 
fore, the captain wrote a pofitive order to his chief mate, to 
weigh or flip his anchor, with the firft favorable wind, make 
the beft of his way to Judda, and there communicate our ftory 
to the captains of the Englith veffels. And even this fcheme 
appeared to us by no means as fafe or feafible. The veflel lay 
in a narrow channel, with fhoals and breakers on each fide of 
her ; and the northerly winds prevailed the greateft part of the 
day, which obftructed her departure. Add to this, that her paf- 
fage to Judda was dangerous without a pilot; to the chance of 
procuring which, the officer muft have trufted to the coafting 
boats. But all obftacles funk under the preflure of neceflity. The 
captain and fupercangoes were more particularly interefted in the 
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prefervation of the veffel and caigo; and,among the valuables that 
the paffengers had on board, I chiefly confidered a packet, which 
a noble friend * had entrufted to a fellow-traveller and myéelf. 
We were, perhaps, fingular in our concern for fome moveable 
ot other. But we were unanimous in our defire, that the veflel 
which contained it, fhould get beyond the reach of thefe fpoilers. 

While our interpreter was difpatched with this letter to the 
vizier, to give a very oppofite explanation of the contents, 
which their utter ignorance of our language enabled him to do 
with fecurity, we fate down upon a carpet, to partake of a fru- 
gal meal which the old fhaik had fet before us. It confifted of 
{tewed mutton, garnifhed with raw onions. Flat cakes of flour 
were ow plates, and our fingers ftood us in lieu of knives and 
forks. Notwithftanding the agitation of our minds, and this 
unufual method of eating, we made a fhift to clear the difh in a 
few minutes, to the no {mall admiration of ghe fthaik and his 
attendants. The natives of Arabia are very temperate in their 
diet ; and though we found that the lower clafs would drink 
{pirituous liquors to excefs, we have reafon to believe, that 
the better fort gerierally adhere to the precept of the Alcoran, 
which forbids the ufe of them. Pure water is their common 
draught, and with this we were obliged to crown our meal, 

Our watches had advifed us of its being paft five o’clock, when 
the interpreter returned with an order to the fhaik, to fend a boat 
off with the letter. It now occurred to us, that the captain 
had bttter proffer himfelf to execute the vizier’s pleafure. His 
efcape would have proved an additional fecurity to the vefiel ; 
and though we almoft defpaired of fuccefs, we omitted not our 
endeavors to carry this point. Tht captain and the two fuper- 
cargoes were feparately propofed to be the bearer of the orders ; 
but al] that we could obtain, in the courfe of two hours folici- 
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tation, was leave for a farvant to go off with the letter. It was 
now near eight o'clock, and we had the further mortifica- 
tion to be kept in fufpence an hour longer, before the boat was 
ready. We felt for the fituation of the officers on board, who 
had expected our return to dinner, and had received no intelli- 
gence from us fince we had been afhoré. We knew not what 
defigns might be concerting againft the veffel, which lay within 
half a mile of the coaft; and until the officers aboard were cau- 
tioned of the danger, our general fate was undetermined. Night 
had thrown her fable curtains around us, and treachery and ftrata- 
gem, which fhun the light, might now be bufy for our deftruétion. 
We were entangled in thofe toils, with which the dauntlefs lion 
ftruggles in vain. The pale glimmering of a lamp ferved juft 
to afford us a fight of each other, and the pofture of a part of 
our guard, who had civilly intruded themfelves into the room, 
where gentlemen, fervants, and mariners, to the number of twen- 
ty, were crouded together. The fea furrounded three fides of our 
prifon, and the other was fecured by a ftrong body, armed with 
matchlocks, piftols, and fabres. ‘Though it afterwards appeared, 
that our fituation could be more alarming than at this period, 
I thould think fuch another hour dearly purchafed with the 
wealth of the eaft. I can truly affirm, that when death feemed 
unavoidable, when the minifters of vengeance ftood ready to 
perform its mandate, my thoughts were more collected, and my 
refolution more confirmed. So preferable is the knowledge of the 
worft which can befall us, to a ftate of uncertainty ! 

But our minds were at length relieved by the arrival of the 
boat, which took our fervant from the window of our apart- 
ment. A defperate fcheme now fuggefted itfelf for our efcape, 
but was rejected, on a conviction of its folly. There was a guard 
in the boat as well as in our room; and we had obferved fol- 
diers planted on the walls, as {pies upon our motions. To have 
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regained our fwords, the only weapons we-had brought afhore, 
we muft have betrayed our defign. To make the attempt un- 
armed, would have been worfe than madnefs. We therefore con- 
tented ourfelves with adding verbal inftructions to the fervant, for 
the officer’s pofitive departure, and prepared to take that repofe, 
which the circumftantes we were under, might allow of. But 
here, we reckoned without our hoft. Sleep and we were not 
fo near, as we expected. The boat had not long left us, when 
we obferved fome of the domeftics remove the carpets, which 
had been f{pread for our beds. We had not time to indulge our 
conjcctures on this incident, when the old fhaik appeared, and 
with much apparent concern acquainted us, that it was the 
vizier’s order, we should be confined in an upper apartment 
of the houfe during the night. The place to which he pointed, 
.was a tower, againft which our very natures revolted. The or- 
der itfelf had a-black appearance ; and though it turned out to 
be only meant for the better fecuring our perfons, it is no 
wonder that fome among us fhould attribute it to be a project, 
for the readier perpetration of their villainous purpofes. In 
fhort, it was agreed upon to oppofe the execution of this order 
to the utmoft; and though actual refiftance was equally vain 
and hopelefs, we found the good effects of not tamely fubmitting 
to this indignity. The fhaik was charged to tell the vizier, 
that we would not go to the dungeon allotted us, unlefs com- 
pelled by force of arms; and again to warn him of treating us 
harfhly. And this commiffion was fo faithfully executed, that in 
about an hour, our carpets were returned to us, and we were 
delivered from further perfecution for the pretent. 

Our {pirits were much raifed by the fuccefs of this meafure ; 
and we began to entertain hopes that no violence was intended 
us. Our late diftrefs became the fubje& of mirth ; and we af- 
fected to regret, that our ftory would not be enriched with the 
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adventure of the round tower. We betook ourfelves, without 
repining, to our humbie lodging on the ground ; aud I enjoyed 
a very comfortable nap until, day-break, although my nottrils 
were plentifully regaled with the fumes of tobacco, from the 
pipe of one of our guard, who had taken poft in the feat of a 
window above me. ; 


FRIDAY, oth May. 


When I awoke this morning, I found our fervant liad re- 
turned, with an anfwer from the chief mate; which exprefied 
his concern for our fituation, and his intention to get away 
with the firft favorable wind, agreeably to the captain’s direc- 
tions. This was very pleafing intelligence ; and we drank the 
coffee which was now brought us, without complaining of its 
being unpalatable. The Arabs never adulterate their coffee with 
fugar or milk. Thefe are quite an European addition; as is 
the cafe likewife with refpect to tea, which is drank pure in 
China. I muft acknowledge, that I prefer our method of pre- 
paring thefe articles of luxury; but were we to ufe tea and 
coffee in fuch quantities as the natives of thofe countries, we 
fhould neither find them pleafant nor falutary, when mixed 
with other ingredients. There is fearce an hour paffes in the 
day, that coffee is net ferved up here; and their coloons, or 
pipes, are never from their mouths, but when they are at nyeals 
or afleep. 

Our attention was engaged the whole morning towards our 
veflel, which we could fee very plainly from the windows of 
our apartment. The wind began to blow from the northward ac- 
cording to cuftom, and before noon encreafed with foch vio- 
lence, as not only to cut off the poffibility of her departure, but 
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even to alarm us for her fafety; as fhe rode without the har- 
bor, and lay expofed to all the fury of the fea and weather, 
We now plotted for the recovery. of our boat; the abfence of 
which, with the prime part of her crew, might occafion the lofs 
of the veffel, in cafe of her parting her cable. For this purpofe 
we difpatched our interpreter to thevizier, who was entrufted 
to exprefs to him our doubts of the officer’s obedience. We 
remarked that the wind blew into the harbor, and the veffel had 
made no motion to weigh her anchor and ftand in; and we at- 
tributed the officer's backwardnefs to his entertaining a notion, 
that the orders which he had received, had been extorted fiom 
us. As a means, therefore, of fatisfying him, we propofed that 
the vizier would permit our boat and mariners to go on board, 
with a fecond order from the captain, and a declaration of our 
having done nothing by compulfion. At the fame time we in- 
finuated, that the fight of our boat and people would overcome 
any fcruples, which the officer might have harbored in his 
breaft. 

The whole day was {pent in this negotiation, and we began 
to think it would prove fruitlefs, when this crafty minifter was 
foiled at his own weapons, and allowed himfelf to be egregioufly 
duped. An Arab boat with a guard, however, was ordered to 
accompany ours ; and the captain wrote a fecond letter to the 
officer, conjuring him to depart by the firft opportunity, and 
to detain the fhip’s boat, and return our fervant on the other. 
He alfo directed him to appear enraged at the contents of the 
letter, and to declare to the Arabs that he would {ail at day- 
break. We took this opportunity to fend on board for a fhift 
or two of linen; a convenience which we had been two days 
debarred of, and which, in other circumftances, would have been 
fafficiently diftreffing in a warm climate. I had feveral valuables 
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about me; but I had not‘a thought of preferving any thing from 
pillage, except the picture of a dear fifter, which I had worn 
for many years about my neck. From this bofot-friend did I 
now refolve to part; and the moft fenfible pang which I en- 
dured in our captivity, was at the moment of mv delivering this 
picture into the hands of the fervant, who was going off to the 
veffel. I was afhamed of my weaknefs, and retired to a window 
in order to conceal a tear, which rofe in my own defpite, from 
the fountain of affection ! 

We were entertained by our hofpitable fhaik with a dinner, 
fimilar to that of yefterday ; with the addition however of water- 
melons, which are much larger and finer here than in India. 
It is but doing him juftice to fay, that he has behaved to us with 
the greateft .civility and attention; infomuch, that our food is 
frequently ferved up with his own hands. We were inquifitive 
about the vizier’s intentions, but could get nothing out of the 
old man, except exhortations to patience, and hopes of a f{peedy 
anfwer from Mecca. The fufpence we live in, is the greateft 
hardfhip which we labor under. In other refpects, our fitua- 
tion is as comfortable as prifoners could expect. Our very 
guard are as civil as their manners will admit of ; and though 
their prefence is troublefome enough, we have hitherto met with 
none of thofe infults, which the petty tyrants of our own coun- 
try are {o apt to exercife over the poor wretches in their cuf- 
tody. Though we have fallen into the hands of an arbitrary 
government, we have not become the prey of its fervile and un- 
feeling inftruments. 

About nine o'clock at night we were advertized of the return 
of the Arab boat, but without our fervant or linen; the Arabs 
having bean fo intimidated. at the officer's affectation of anger, as 
to leave the vefiel with precipitation. This news was commu- 
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nicated to us by our hoft, who feemdd much furprized at the 
prefumptior of the officer towards his captain, which he could 
by no means reconcile to his own. ideas of fubordination to his 
fuperiors. Our only concern was the want of the linen, and 
fome liquors that we had fent for. But we confoled ourfelves 
with the thoughts of procuring them in the morning by fome acci- 
dent or other; and in the mean time compofed ourfelves to reft. 


SATURDAY, icth May. 


The laft night was paffed in the fame manner as the firft, ex- 
cept that we were lefs crouded, by the departure of our boat’s crew ; 
acircumftance not immaterial in an hot climate, where our apart- 
ment did not meafure more than fixteen feet by ten. I rofe be- 
fore day-break, and going out on a {mall terrace bounded by the 
fea, for the benefit of the morning air, was furprized at the 
found of female voices, which feemed at no great diftance. I 
looked up, and found it to proceed from the windows above me ; 
the lattices of which were now open, and filled with women. 
Thefe were members of the old fhaik’s family, and I little ima- 
gined that we could meet with fuch treatment in the neighbor- 
hood of a feraglio. We had accefs to but one room in this man- 
fion ; the upper patt of which was confecrated to beauty, under 
equal reftraint with ourfelves. Had we been pofféffed of the 
true fpirit of chivalry, we fhould have gloried in’ our fate, that 
enabled us to wear the fame chains which enflaved the fair: 
and, regardlefs of our own deftiny, we fhould only have refolved 
how to-deliver thefe captive damfels from their enchanted caftle. 
But alas! theie was no Quixote among us ; and we fhall remain 
as a fignal initance of the degeneracy of thefe latter times. 

1 litened attentwely to thefe females, who were very canndftfy 
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engaged; and though I be a ftranger to the Arabic language, I 
jadged from the motions which they made ule of, that we were 
the fubjects of their difcourte. | I event flattered mylelf, that they 
were touched with pity at our fituation, from the tones of their 
voices at certain intervals; and, though the romantic notions I 
entertain of the general tendernefs and behevolence of woman- 
kind, may have rendered me too fanguine it this particular, I 
have not the feaft doubt but they interefted themfelves in our 
fafety, and would have contributed towards our efcape. As 
the light dawned they found themfelves obferved, and retired 
from the windows, but aot without many refpectful obcifances 
and looks of commiferation. 

About feven o'clock the veffel fired a gun and loofed her 
foretopfail, the cuftomary fignals for failing : and we received a 
letter from the officer to this effect. This he had fent by our 
fmall boat with two failors, whom he could well {pare to pro- 
vide for our neceffities, which were become prefling. We now 
got a meflage from the vizier, demanding the refult of the offi- 
cer’s determination. To this we replied, that he {till denied the 
captain’s authority over him, and was on the point of failing 
for Judda, with the account of owr detention. Had. this defign 
been fortunately executed, the end which we had in view, would 
probably have. been. anfwered< for feeing his prey efcape him, 
which. was the fhip, the vizier would,. it is to be prefumed, have 
fent us after. her in our boat, as lamber too unworthy to be 
with-helt.. 

By this tinte the veffet was in motion. The rocks had cut her 
cable as-Her crew were weighing-her anchor, aid fhe fwung bo- 
dily towards.a.reef of breakers, before they could bring her up 
with arather arichor, . At-this moment we tafted the bitterness 
of:anguith. Wie plamly faw'the veffel driving on deftruction, 
and ftood idle fpectavors of a misfortune beyond our powcr to 
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avert. Our captain himfelf, a man offfkill and experience, gave 
her up as loft, and we vented the ebullitions of our rage, in 
impotent threats, and idle imprecations on the author of our 
diftrefs. The horrors of our fituation rufhed at once upon our 
minds. All hopes of relief would perifh with the veffel, and 
we be left at the mercy of a race, the profeffed enemies of our 
religion. The fears of detection might infpire them with the 
wortt defigns; and though our lives might be remitted us, the 
more grievous alternative of pining away our days in flavery, 
cut off from a communication with our friends and country, 

ight be our portion. Nor were thefe the weak fuggeftions 
of defpair. Every thing confpired to darken the profpect be-- 
foreus. Our hoft and guard had caught the alarm, and painted 
the danger of the veffel in fuch ftrong colors to the vizier, 
as induced him to permit us to fend our boat to her affift- 
ance. We gladly availed ourfelves of this circumftance, though 
the immediate danger was over before the boat reached the vef- 
fel, which now rode at anchor within a fathom of the rocks. 
Had the wind encreafed as ufual, her refpite would have been 
but fhort. But’ Providence decreed otherwife. The weather 
proved fo moderate the whole day, as to allow the officer. to 
warp her into her old birth again. 

While he was employed in a tafk that calmed the perturbation 
we were under, we obferved a ftrange boat pafs near him, ‘and 
make towards the town. At the fame time we. heard:the report 
of mufkets, but could not diftinguith, whether it came from 
the veflel or the boat. We cannot fay pofitively, whether it 
was a fcheme to entrap us, or that the vizier really fuppofed 
our people had commenced hoftilities. agaanft the Arabs , but fo 
it was: the boat had fcarcely reached the dhore, when the vizier 
fent for our interpreter, to complain of the outrage, and to: let. 
us know that we had no right to expect good treatment fram 
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him hereafter. It.was in\vain, that we appealed to the teftimony 
of the mafter of the boat, who came to us of his own accord, and 
depofed, that our people had not fired at hiin. That they had 
only brought him to, with a mufket, and offered him money for 
a pilot, which he had refufed them. A formal demand was now 
made of ovr {words ; and we fufpected there was fomething un- 
¢ommon in agitation, from: the whifpers of our guard, and the 
frequent meflengers that came to and fro. One of our company 
obferved a body of foldiers marching towards the place, where 
our veffel lay ; and not a ftone’s throw from us, we faw them 
unlading :a boat of ammunition, which they had tranfported 
acrofs an arm of the fea, that runs into the town at high water. 
Thefe preparations plainly indicated their defigns on the veffel, 
againft which we had previoufly cautioned the officer to prepare 
himfelf. The Adventure carried eight 3-pounders, befides {wivels ; 
and we had not the jeaft doubt of her repelling the whole of their 
force, But we were unacquainted. with the policy of the Arabs, 
who truft to:craft for the accomplifhment of their wifhes ; and: 
only. affect refolution, when they can do it with impunity. 
"The hills now re-echoed with the found of cannon; which: 
we learnt was.a fummons.to the neighboring tribes to join the 
holy ftandard, which is fet up in times of danger. And this 
was a prelude to.a feene, that threatened to end very tragically. 
We were ruminating on the iflue of this extraordinary adventure, . 
when the Arabian mufketry began:to.play brifkly on the veffel. 
As a.part of the fort fkreened:the action from our view, we re- 
tired tothe front-windows of our apartment, where we could 
hettex obferve the veflel’s. motions. I had Thompfon’s feafons in 
ray hand, and had,. inadvertently, .caft my eyes on. the fublime 
hymn. which crowns that delightful work, when.a band of ruf- 
fians rufhed into the room, and ranged themfelves directly be- 
fore us.. Their appearance was rude, and their countenances’ 
very 
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very different from the people we had/ hitherto convenfed with. 
They weie of the roving race, and promifed to prove worthy of 
the dark puipofe in which they were engaged. The matches of 
their pieces were lighted, and we tottered an the brink of fue 
turity !— 

The villainy of thé Arabs was now apparent. They were 
endeavoring to provoke our mariners to return their fire; and 
we well knew, that the death of one Muffulman is only to be 
atoned for, by the lives of ten Chriftians. This is a precept of 
their religion. But the officer on board, had reflexion enough 
to, confide: his countrymen aghore. He felt for our diftre(s, 
and was fo enol as to bear with their repeated infults for the 
{pace of twu hours; although the mufket-balls flew into the vef- 
fel, and he was continually urged by the aew, to pour a broad- 
fide among the troops, iome of whom were daring enough to 
wade inte the fea, within piftol-fhot of the vefiel. Nay, we af- 
terwards learnt our fituation had been fo critical, that nothing 
but threats of inftant death, could prevent the failors from tak- 
ing to their arms; and the officer was obliged to.parade the deck 
with a loaded mufket, to intimidate them. But it is not ftrange, 
that we fhould apprehend other meafures. We knew not what 
fteps they had taken, to facilitate the feizure of the vefltl; or 
how long the forbearance of our people would laft: and we ex- 
pected an engagement every moment, to commence between her 
and the fhore. At this crifis we held a confiitation together, 
and it was unanimoufly refolved, to. demand a parley with the 
vizier, touching the delivery of the veffel into his hands. Our 
iaterpreter was difpatched to him, with this mortifymg concef- 
fion, The matter was become: too ferious to. be rrifled with, We 
had the evidence of our own eyes, to defpair of the pofability of 
the vefle]’s efcape, without a pilot; nor could we an{wer for the 
blood, which might be fpilled through a fruitlefs obftinacy, Ia 
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this awful interval I endeavored to collec myfelf fo, as to 
meet death with a becoming refignation, I breathed a prayer 
for the welfare of my friends, and can truly fay, that 1 fhould 
have died in peace with all mankind. But the greateft confola- 
tion which I found in this exigency, was derived from the fub- 
lime hyrnn that [ before rttentioned. I read it over with plea- 
fure, and felt my bofom fifled with a prophetic confidence from 
the energy of the latter part ; which is fo analogous to the fitua- 
tion we were in, that I cannot refift tranfcribing it, though it 
is fo well known to perfons of tafte. 


«* Should Fate command me to the fartheft verge 
Of the green earth, to diftant barbarous climes, 
Rivers unknown to fong; where firft the fun 
Gilds Indian mountains, or his fetting beam 
Flames on th’ Atlantic ifles ; ’tis nought to me: 
Since God is ever prefent, ¢ver felt, 

In the void wafte as in the city full ; 
And where He vital breathes there muft be joy. 
When ev'n at laft the folemn hour fhall come, 
And wing my myftic flight to future worlds, 
¥ cheerful will obey; there, with new powers, 
Will rifing woriders fing: I cannot go 
Where univerfal fove not {miles around, 
Suftaining ali yon orbs and all their fons; 
From feemipg evil ftill educing good, 

&e.” 


A. fall hour and more, did we remain under the alarming cir- 
cumftances I have deferibed, before we obtained the fhadow of 
areprieve, The fire of the mutketry was ftill continued againft 
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the veffel; and the minifters of death Asse over us, each feem- 
ing to have fingled out his prey, in a fixed pofture and a mute 
referve. At length our interpreter returned from his embafly to 
the vizier. He was accompanied by three Arabians of diftinc~ 
tion, who were come to pledge their words for the fafety of 
ourfelves and veffel. ‘The firft of thefe, was the general of the 
troops at Yambo; and the other two, were the chiefs of the 
Arab tribes, who had been fummoned to the vizier’s affiftance. 
A wiiting was drawn up, and figned by them; to the obferv- 
ance of which they fwore by their beards, the moft folemn oath 
that a Muffulman can take, The captain was now cited to the 
prefencc of the vrziei, to obtain a fimilar obligation from him. He 
ftaid only to drink a cup of coffee ; and brought back an hand- 
kerchicf, which he had received, as a token of the minifter’s fin- 
cerity. Pledges of this nature among the Orientals, amount to the 
moft ferious engagements. Whatever doubts we might entertain 
of their value, this was no feafon to exprefs them; and we 
readily concurred in the captain’s orders to the chief mate, to 
bring the veflel into the harbor. We ftated the matter to him, 
and furnifhed him with the affurances which had been given 
us, for our general fecurity, The captain himfelf, harbored no 
fufpicions of their intention to plunder us; and I muft own 
that I was of the fame opinion. There was nothing very im- 
probable in the vizier’s ftory, now that we came to a right 
knowledge of it. This was the firft European veflel that had 
appeared on this part of the coaft; and he had written to the 
Xerif, to know whether he fhould treat uss friends or not. 
It is not impoffible but he confidered us as fpies, who meant 
to ply into the poverty and weaknefs of the country. Given 
to deceit himfelf, he might have held our tale of a pilot, as 
fictitious ; and our anchoring at the mouth of the harbor, as, 
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a-fhallow artifice, through which he could difcern. I would 
be as charitable in my conclufions, as a chriftian ought to be, 
but muft feave to the event, an explication of his conduct. 

The good effects of our late compliance were foon vifible. 
The troops were recalled from the beach, and our tremendous 
guefts withdrawn from our apartment. Hope once more dawned 
in our bofoms; and the difappointed looks of the ruffians, who 
retired without having earned the wages of iniquity, left us 
no room to doubt of their inhuman commiffion. 

The day was too far advanced to think of moving the veffel, 
as the channel intv the harbour is very narrow. It was there- 
fore ftipulated, that a pilot fhould go on board at day-break, to 
fetch her in; and that on her coming to anchor, her great and 
{mall guns, piftols and cutlaffes, fhould be delivered over to the 
cuftody of an officer, whom the vizier fhould appoint for that 
purpofe. This article was infifted upon by him, as the only 
means to quiet the minds of the inhabitants; who trembled for 
the fafety of the town, while the cannon were on board; and 
could not conquer their fears of Europeans, who had arms of any 
kind in thei poffeffion. This thew of terror was, to be fure, a 
tacit compliment to the European name; and we were at any 
rate content to fubfcribe to terms, by which alone we were 
permitted to return to the veflel. The boundary was pafled ; 
and we had no other refource, than to confide in people who held 
us in fubjection, We were heartily tired of being cooped tp in 
a prifon, and wifhed-to return to the veffel ; where we fhould at 
leaft be rid of obfervance, and live agrecably to our own cuftoms, 
although faddled with the lofs of liberty. We {pent the evening 
far more cheerfully than ufual, and found the guard le/s watch- 
ful of out motions, fince the conclufion of the treaty. Our hoft 
was particularly attentive to us; and regaled us, for the firft time, 
with a fupper. This is a mcal almoft unknown in Atabia ; and 
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was confidered by us in the light of a friendly banquet. We re- 
figned ourfelves, at our cuftomary hour, to our carpets 5 where 
our imaginations were again difturbed, by a review of the un- 
pleafing fcenes of the foregoing day. 


SUNDAY, 11th May. 


This proved by far the moft tedious day that .we had paffed in 
our confinement. We expected to have got on board to dinner, 
but were prevented by that indolent and perverfe difpofition, 
which prevails among the Eaftern nations. At eight o’clock the 
pilot weighed the veffel’s anchor, and before nine fhe brought up, 
within half a mile abreaft of the town. We now received a vifit 
from Mr. Walters, the‘chief officer, and were advertifed by him of 
the particulars which I have before recited, refpecting the attack 
on the veffel. Our thanks were juftly due to this gentleman, on 
whofe firmnefs and difcretion our lives had depended; and I em- 
brace with pleafure, this public opportunity to declare our fenfe- 
of his conduét. ‘The captain gave him an order, for the de- 
very of the arms to the vizier’s officer, who now. accompanied 
him in a boat to receive them. They were landed'in great form. 
The fmall arms were lodged in the fort, and the cannon were: 
mounted on a battery oppofite our veffel. "This was meant to in- 
timidate us ; though it was eafy to perceive, that a fingle dif- 
charge would reduce the wall te rains. Our fwords were re- 
turned to us, with a compliment from the-vizier ; and we were 
in momentary expectation of permiffion to depart. But the little 
philofophy we poffefied, was yet to be exercifed ; and happy was 
be, who could the beft make a virtue of neceffity. 

Frequent were the vifits of our interpreter to the minifter in. 
the courfe of this day: but no audience could he obtain.: At 


noon he was retired to his haram, where it was treafon to difturb 
him, 
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him. Now, he was enaged at dinner; and now he had com- 
pany with him. As we faw every thing here through the me- 
dium of difcontent, we confidered thefe excufes as mere eva- 
fions of his word; and fhould he fail in that part of the treaty, 
where our living on board the veffel was fpecified, we had little 
reafon to expect his fulfilling the reft of sit. Nay, the worft of 
their former fears recurred to fome of our party, and though I 
was by this time pretty well reconciled to the malice of fortune, 
and did not torment myfelf by anticipating evils, I muft confefs, 
that appearances were not much in our favor. Our property, 
freedom, and lives, were in the hands of an imperious tyrant, 
who had fecured us by treachery, and might only be reftrained 
by fear, from falfifying his engagements. And to this principle, 
by which his tribe are generally actuated in political concerns, I 
trufted for our deliverance. The fails of commerce are ever bufy 
in this fea, and numbers of fmall veflels had arrived at, and 
departed from this port, during our fhort ftay. Should the vizier 
be inclined to keep the tranfaétion a fecret, his own reflexion 
mutt fuggeft to him, that it muft needs tranfpire by a fea-con- 
veyance, fhould he have influence enough to bar the communi- 
cation by land: and, whatever might be the tale he trumped up 
to deceive his mafter, the fact would at length reach him in its 
native colors. Such did I conceive to be the point, which was 
difcuffed during this delay. I imaged to myfelf the minifter, 
fhut up with his creatures in dark cabal, and flattered myfelf 
that his intereft would teach him for once, to be honeft.’ Nor 
was I difappointed. The captain was faummoned to the pre- 
fence of the vizier, and returned with very gracious affurances 
of protection, and a licence to repair to the veffel. In the whole 
courfe of my life, Ido not recollect to have received more ac- 
ceptable tidings. We could not have wifhed for a ftronger con- 
firmation of the minifter’s fincerity; and for my own part, I 
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felt a certain confidence in the thoughts of being on board, al- 
though we were deftitute of arms, to protect us againft vio- 
lence, and there was a guard of foldiers to be ftationed in the 
veflel. But fo preferable is the notion of what we term our 
home, to that of a foreign place, that even in the midft of 
dangei and diftrefs, we derive comfort from the partiality, and 
find fomething therein, to flatter and to confole us. 

The fun was jaft finking in the bofom of the deep, when we 
put off from the fhore. We had taken a very cordial leave of 
our hofpitable fhaik, and invited him to vifit us frequently on 
board, when we obfeived the ladies of his family were affembled 
to grace our depaiture. The old man’s houfe was one of the 
largeft in the town, and furrounded on three fides by the 
fea: and the windows were now crouded with females, who 
waved to us with their handkerchiefs, unperceived by thofe be- 
low. The generofity of the fair fex might have atoned for the 
inhumanity of the men of Yambo, had we been able to benefit 
by their good-will. But what arms could they affail our perfe- 
cutors with, whofe hearts were proof to the irrefiftible violence 
of female tears? and what hope could we derive from their gentle 
interpofition in a Mahometan region, where petticoat-interctt is 
at the loweft cbb? Still be the tenets of this abfurd faith con- 
fined to defart climes, and an ignorant race! Let them expand 
themielves through the Numidian wafte, and let the unlettered 
Arab,cherifh them in his mind! Never will they get footing in 
more enlightened lands; never will they ufurp the polifhed 
breaft, which acknowledges the foft empire of womankind, and 
rejects all attempts to depreciate her worth, as the diétates of 
malice, folly, and pride! 

The evening was {pent in a more agreeable manner, than we 
had of late experienced. We enjoyed our own cuftoms with 
double fatisfaction, fince we had known the want of them ; and 
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our minds were relieved from a load of fufpence, with which 
they had been oppreffed. We had obtained the vizic:’s leave to 
write to our friends at Judda; and we retired to our beds, with 
the pleafing expectations of being foon redeemed from captivity, 
by the good offices of our countrymen with the Xerif. 


MONDAY, 12th May. 


The captain this morning wrote a ftate of our cafe to captain 
Anderfon ; who he knew was at Judda, with a fhip in his charge, 
belonging to the nabob of Arcot. He entreated him to repre- 
fent our wrongs to the Xerif of Mecca, and to demand our im- 
mediate releafe, under pain of the refentment of the Englifh. 
This letter was fent to the vizier by his defire, that he might in- 
clofe it in his packet. To guard againft the double-dealing of 
a man fo well known to us, we had the precaution to write a 
duplicate of this letter. This was folded up, and directed after 
the Arabic fafhion, by our interpreter; who fecretly delivered 
it to a paffenger in the boat, that waited to carry the vizier's dif 
patches to Judda. 

IT have faid, that there was a fhip at Judda in the fervice of 
the nabob of Arcot, and that our captain had thought proper 
to declare the Adventure to be his property. It is not to be in- 
ferred from this, that the nabob is a maritime power, or is aim- 
ing to extend the commerce of his fubjetts by an attention to 
naval affairs.’ The faét is quite the reverfe, The trade of India 
wholly exifts in the fpirit and induftry of the Englifh. While 
their veffels are exploring the iflands that border on the Pacific 
ocean, and return with a freight that renders our fettlements the 
mart of oriental productions, a fhip or two is fent yearly to 
Judda by the nabob of Arcot. Thefe veffels, indeed, carry a 
cargo, and import in exchange, the products of Arabia. But this 
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is the captain’s care. The only benefit which the nabob looks 
for, is the prayers of two or three hundred pilgrims, who arc 
tranfported at his expence, to perform their vows at the mofque of 
Mecca! his fhips were fo crouded this feafon with thefe idle 
mendicants, that through the nabob’s intereft with the owners, 
we had the company of above twenty of them in our veffel. This 
was an honor we were by no means ambitious of; and from 
which we readily difengaged ourfelves at Mocha, where they 
were landed to profecute their journey in the beft manner they 
could. 

The abufe of reafon in thefe ufelefs undertakings, is the leaft 
evil to be complained of. They are fach an encouragement to 
idlenefs, and fo deftructive to the welfare of a country, where 
thoufands of the inhabitants are feduced from their families and 
habitations by a fanatic call, that we may confider their tolera- 
tion as one of the ruinous principles of a Mahometan govern- 
ment. We have had an opportunity of obferving the effect, 
which thefe pilgrimages have upon the manners and difpofitions 
of thofe engaged in them. A froward fpirit and a brutal beha- 
vior, mark the herd of thefe pilgrims. And we have been 
affured from good authority, that their mutinous deportment 
rifes fometimes to fuch a pitch, that the captains of the fhips 
are obliged to put them in irons, for the prefervation of them- 
felves and crew. 

The occurrences aboard the Adventure being as unvaried, as 
may be imagined in a veffel at. anchor, I will age? the recital 
but of fuch days, as produced any particular events; which may 
be ufeful in curtailing a journal already, I fear, too prolix to 
efcape cenfure. If we were uncafy at the reftraint we were un- 
der, we had no reafon to complain of fenfual entertainment du- 
ring the term of our detention, We were plentifully fupplied 


with provifions and vegetables, at an eafy rate ; and Apicius him- 
felf, 
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felf, might have taken a voyage to the Red-Sea, to have feafted 
on the delicious fifh with which the harbour of Yambo abounds, 
without the leaft derogation to the merits of the lamprey of 
Baise. 


MONDAY, roth May. 


Our patience was pretty nearly exhaufted by this time. But 
on the evening of this day, we were permitted to wait on the 
vizier, after many vain folicitations, to learn how foon we might 
expect our releafe: the t.me appointed by him to obtain anfwers 
from Mecca, being expired. 

We went afhore about five o’clock, and were received by him 
in greater ftate, than at our firft audience. The room was full 
of armed men; and we could not but impute this ufelefs pre- 
caution, to the terrors of a bad confcience, which views every 
thing with a fufpicious eye. The evident alteration in the vizier’s 
countenance and behavior, which were now marked with in- 
quietude and referve, in fpite of his efforts to conceal thein, con- 
vinced us of his having repented the ftep he’ had taken. He 
made feveral enquiries concerning the power and commerce of 
the Englifh in the Eaft. Nor was there occafion for our mag- 
nifying their influence, to awaken his fears. He feemed very 
attentive to the defcription of our fhips of force ; and could not 
-help expreffmg his furprize, when our interpreter told him, that 
there were thee men of war at Suez. As he was in an inquffitive 
mood, we would not mifs the opportunity to imprefs him with 
fentiments, that might ferve to regulate his future conduct. But 
his pride at length, got the better of his timidity. For in the 
courfe of our converfation, when thc actions of the Portugueze 
in this fea, and their fettlements on this coaft, were brought on 


the carpet, he informed us, that the Arabian hiftorians took 
notice 
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notice of them; and added, with an air of triumph, that the 
Portuguéze wete expelled Arabia by the great Sultan Selim. 

We were civilly difmiffed by the minifter, with hopes of hourly 
intelligence from Mecca, and an invitation to take a view of the 
town, if agreeable to us. As there was a full hour to fun -fet, 
we readily embraced the occafion to fatisfy our curiofity, and to 
ufe a little exercife, of which we had been fo long deprived. We 
had an office: to attend us, befides two foldiers who had accom- 
panied us from the veffel. And we found this guard neceffary, 
to kecp off the rabble that purfued us in our walk. The firft 
arrival of a Cherokee Indian in Europe, could not have begetten 
half the wondci that our appearance did here, If the commonalty 
of Europe are not more manneérly, they are at leaft better in- 
formed than the rude Arab. Bred up in utter ignorance of other 
countries, and bigotted to the prejudices of illiberal do<trines, 
he is at a lofs to account for the production of a Chrvtian, whom 
his religion teaches him to hold in abhorrence and contempt. 
But if the rough minds of the men are hurried away inte thefe ab- 
furdities, I muft once more bear witnefs to the moderation of the 
Mahometan females, who plainly evinced to us, that their bofoms 
were made of *penctrable ftuff.” As we paffed through the ftreets, 
the windows and terraces of the houfes were filled with women, 
who were infpired with no illaudable curiofity to behold the 
ftrangers. ‘They neither treated us with fcorn, nor followed us 
with curfes, like the favage throng below ; bu by, their eager~ 
nefs of obfervation, and attempts to engagé tur attention, be- 
“trayed the fecret fymptoms of approbatidn. ° Nay, the facred 
thirtt of admiration, ‘fo predominant. ia the ‘fex, was not 
quenched i in their breafts. We obferved mary vails drop, as if 
by accident, as we paffed beneath their owners faces, which were 
overfpread with a vifible confufion, and verified the poet's idea 
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of Mufidora’s confolation in her diftrefs, at being furprized in 
a naked fituation by her lover : 
*« Ev'n a fenfe 
Of felf-approving beauty ftole acrofs 
-Her bufy thought. “ 

--Yambo- is fituated in the latitude of 24° 10’ north, and is 
the port, from which the communication is more immediately 
carried on with Egypt. It is the general refort of all the Ara- 
bian veffels that ply on this fea; and has a very fafe and con- 
venient haven for their proteCtion, in bad weather. Its fituation, 
behind an almoft uninterrupted chairi of fhoals and breakers, 
has hitherto fecluded it from the knowledge of European navi- 
gators. But the charm is now broken; and as fortune has 
thrown it in our way, I have annexed a view of Yambo, with 
the foundings of the harbor, taken from an actual furvey, which 
Mr. Walters, chief officer of the Adventure, permitted me to 
copy from his draught. This will not only explain the critical 
fituation that our veffel was in during the attack, ‘but may be a 
guide to future mariners, whofe evil ftars may throw them on 
this inhofpitable fhore. 

Phe coatt here is infinitely more barren than the environs of 
Mocha, the foil being toe ungrateful to produce even the date- 
tree or furze-buth, and is throughout a fhining expanfe of fand. 
The eye meets with no interruption, until it reaches the diftant 
mountains, which bound the joylefs profpe@. But if the peau- 
tiful be wanting here, the fublime exifts in no fmall degree. 
The mountains in the more remote parts of the world, feem 
particularly appointed by Providence, to be the refidence of rude 
and ftraggling nations, unconnected by the laws of civil polity, 
and unampbitious of rambling beyond. the limits which nature 
has prefcribed them. The coaft of Arabia is an evidence in fa- 
vor of this remark. The interior parts, from one end to the 
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other, exhibit what Shakefpear emphatically calls, ‘* Heaven- 
kiffing hills,” and the mountains behind the town of Yambo, 
rival, in height, the American Andces, or the Caucafus of Afia. 
This rcftraint, perhaps, has been the caufe of as extraordinary 
a revolution in the face of things, as the woild has feen. Ma- 
homet kindled the flanic, that under the Caliphs, flirred up the 
Arabs to bieak from their dark recefles. Like the fearful 
cruptions of Etna or Vefuvius, they burft upon the aftonifhed 

nations, and fpread defolation far and near. But the calamity 
is pail, though its effects {till remain. This deftroying race are 
retired within their barricrs again ; there to prey upon each other, 
until time fhall ripen them for another grand event. 


FRIDAY, 23d May. 


four days arc now elapfed fince our vifit to the vizier, and no 
intelligence is come from Mecca. The year is nearly halt-cx- 
pended, and we have not ,.1formed the half of our journey to 
iurope. Befides, ave have the uncomfortable profpect betorc 
us, of being obliged to travel in the heats of fummer through 
Egypt. This idea was particularly aggiavated by the {corcling 
wind, that blew to day from the land. It was well for us, that 
we had becn feafoned for this atta-k, by. the land-winds fo 1e- 
markable on the coaft of Coromandel, or elfe the air would have 
been intoler able, and our biood been inflamed by the violence of 
the heat. Fevers would have been no eligible companions to 
confitutions, that haa been expofed to the effects of a long voy- 
age, and in want of a furgeon, to adminifter relief to them. But 
it pleafed God, that we fhould maintain our hea!lths in the 
midit of our diftrefles, and experience a fignal mark of his protec- 
tion, in the hands of our enemies. 

To add to the difagreeablenefs of our fituation, our guard 
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was this day doubled upon the veffel. The fails had been taken 
down to be mended, on her coming into the harbor , and though 
the topmafts were ftruck, and her yards lowered down, the vizie 
excepted at our offering to replace the fails on the yards. He 
pretended to be apprehenfive of our departure, and fent formally 
to demand our fails. The captain was juftly nettled at this mel- 
fage, which he could not but confider as a wanton infult. He 
pointed out to the vizier’s officer, the impoffibility of the veffel’s 
efcape. For not to mention the unprepared ftate fhe was in, 
the wind conftantly blew into the harbor, and there was a ne- 
ceffity for a pilot to carry her out. In truth, we were as much 
in their hands, as if the veffel had been drawn afhore. The 
captain, therefore, defired him to inform his mafter, that if he 
wanted the fails, he muft fend people to fetch them, as he would 
not voluntarily give them up. This fhew of refolution proved 
a check on the prefumption of this haughty bafhaw, who with- 
drew his demand; but at the fame ‘ime, conirived to torment 
us with the company of the addition. guaid JT have mentioned. 

The wind did rot lofe its rage when the ftfn went down, but 
was fo parching the whole night, as to oblige me to quit the 
deck, where I had taken up my lodging for the fake of coolnefs, 
ever fince our return to the vefle]. But this, to our great joy, is 
the only land-wind we felt he: ; which, from its direétion and 
burning heat, probably traverfed the great defart, which extends 
from the Red-Sea to the coaft of Paleftine, ere it {pent its fury 
upon us. 


SUNDAY, 25th May. 


Many camels have come in from the country within thefe two 
days, but bring no news for vs, Thefe creatures are loaded with 
fruit and vegetables for the town; and with fkins of water, 
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which they feteh from the vallies, for the ufe of the inhabitants, 
who can procure no water here, but what the heavens fupply 
them with. It generally rains about once in two years in Ara» 
bia Petrea ; and then not a drop is loft, which can be caught by 
the natives who live on the fea-coaft. They preferve it very 
carefully in large refervoirs, and maké an article of trade of it, 
which, however, is fold at a moderate rate. We have drank no- 
thing but rain-water fince our arrival, and find it very whole- 
fome and palatable ; although fome was brought us, which the 
old fhaik declared to be ten years old. Whether he may have 
exaggerated the age of it or not, it is certain, that they have ht- 
tle or no rain in this country. But the want of itis amply fup- 
plied by the heavy dews that fall at night, and make the ground 
appear as if moiftened by a fhower. ‘Thus is the vegetable 
brought to perfection, thus are the trees fupplied with never- 
failing fruit, and the vallies covered with eternal green. 

A caravan arrived this forenoon from Medina, which is but two 
days journey from hence. This was the firft I had feen, and 
though it confifted’but of 4 or 500 camels, I muit confefs my- 
felf to have been much ftruck with the grandeur and, novelty of 
the fight. We difcerned it fram afar, moving onwards with a 
quick though folemn pace, and as it pafied near the beach, we 
could diftinguifh with our glaffes the cconomy of the whole. 
The major part of the camels were loaded with merchandize,, and 
the reft carried the travellers and the principal camel-drivers, 
The fun was in his meridian, and not a eloud obfcured the hea- 
vens, nor a breath difturbed the furface of the deep. The natives , 
were retired to the inmoft receffes of their habitations, and not 
a beaft was feen abroad, fave the patient camel, that now braved 
the fiery ray, and marched with fteady fteps, beneath the umited 
preffure of. hunger, thirft, and heat! While the wooden bark 
ploughs the deep, and wafts from fhore to fhore the produce of 
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each clime,. this living velfel traverfes the pathlefs watte, fraught 
with the precious treafures of the Eaft. A caravan of camels ex- 
ploring the wilds of Arabia, with nothing in view but fand and 
iky, and conducted by the planets to its defired haven, may well 
be likened to a fleet of veffels, which are not more ufeful in 
their way, or, wonderful in their ftructure. As the fhip alone 
can outlive the feas, in which the weaker boat muft perifh, fo is 
the camel peculiarly adapted to a region, in which no other clafs 
of beafts could bear fatigue. He too experiences the chance of 
fublunary things. His mighty ftrength, his dauntlefs heart fink 
beneath the whirlwind’s rage, and like the towering fhip, which 
winds and, waves affail with ceafelefs fury, he yields at length to 
inevitable fate. ° 

Our expectations were wound up to the higheft pitch this 
evening, by the return of the boat which carried our packet to 
Judda. But thefe were foon let down by the information of our 
interpreter, whom we had fent to the vizier to learn the news. 
The boat he found had not waited for anfwers; but we had 
reafon to expe. them before now by land. The return of the 
boat in.fe {hort atime, was however a matter of.confolation, as 
it evinced , the., poffibility of our getting to Sucz,. though the 
wind is contrary for the greateft part of the day. 


TUESDAY, 27th May. 


‘We obferved two camels travelling with uncommon expedi- 
tion towards the town, yefterday evening, and flattered ourfelves 
with the thoughts of their bringing our difpatches. Nor were 
we deceived. “fhe vizier fent for our interpreter, to acquaint 
us, of his haying, jult received orders concerning us, which he 
would communicate in the morning. This thort delay was mor- 
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#fying enough, but we had long learnt to have recourfé to pa- 
tience, as ile only remedy in our prefent fituation. 

The cia‘c and deceit of thefe people are equally great and 
inexplicable. To lyc for the fake of falfehood, and to over- 
cach in matteis of no moment, are paradoxes peculiar to the 
Arabians. Were the enthufiafts in viec to think, that, Tike vir- 
tue, it is its own rewaid, the conduét of the vizier woutd not 
need acomment. But, why he fhould conceal orders which he 
muft fubmiffively obey, or trifle with our anxiety when we are 
at his meicy, is beyond the reach of thought to fathom. We wait- 
ed this whole morning in expectation of a fummons, according 
to his voluntary promife. Difappointed in this, we fent our In- 
terpreter to befiege his gate in the afternoon, who at dufk, re- 
turned with an appointment for an audience the next morning, 
but with no manner of apology from the minifter, for his ex- 
traordinary behavior. We bore the flight with a good grace; 
and in the height of our charitable fuggeftions, framed excufes 
for his neglect, and were fanguine enough to believe, that the 
morrow would pat an end to our fulpence. But we knew not 
the race we had ftumbled upon. Our dealings had been hi- 
therto confined to people, who have fettled principles of action: 
and, whethe: fpurred on by intereft or guided by fear, we were 
fenfible of what we had to expect from the natives of India. But 
here judgment is at a ftand. No penetration can unravel the 
mazes of inconfiftency, no reflexion account for the fudden ftarts 
of barbarous pride ! 


WEDNESDAY, 28th May,. 


This day was palfed, like the foregoing, in vain appfications and 
idle repinings. Nay, the infult was aggravated, by the vizier’s 
9 refufing 
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srefafing even to fee our interpreter. — Ile endeavored, it is true, 
to fweeten the bitter potion, by pleading bufinefs as the reafon, 
But we were by this time, too well convinced of his infincerity, 
to fwallow the excufe with our ufual facility. Our ftate was 
now more deplorable than ever. The arrival of a difpatch from 
Mecca, had; produced nothing in our favor’; and we beheld the 
period which we had affigned to our. detention, efcape, without 
difclofing the fainteft gleam of hope. 

If fach were the clouds which obfcured our immediate prof- 
pect, how were our imaginations fitted to encounter the fcene 
which approached ; worked up as they had been by a {eries of 
complicated villainy, to apprehend the utmoft malice of man- 
kind! We had fupped as ufual, and fome of our company were 
retired to their cabbins, when a report was made to the officer 
upon watch, that there was a boat along-fide of the veffel. I 
happened to be on the quarter-deck, and was ruminating on 
the ftrangenefs of the circumftance at fo late an hour, when fe- 
veral armed men approached us without ceremony, and imme- 
diately joined their comrades, who commonly mounted guard om 
the aftermoft part of the deck. ‘Their appearance was as much 
a matter of furprize to our ftated guard, as to ourfelves. And all 
we could gather from them, by dint of repeatec! inquiry, was, that 
they had orders to remain on board the veffe] until day-break. 

It is generally allowed, that an air of myftcry renders the moft 
trivial incident of confequence, as every object looks larger, that 
is feen through a mift. At this moment the alarm was given, 
that there was a guard-boat on each bow; whereas, we had 
heretofore had the company but of one. Wearied out with a 
fuccefaon of difappointments, and impreffed with the moft un- 
favorable ideas of the people we were among, it is no wonder 
that we gave way to conjectures, by no means to the honor of 
the vizier’s principles. We had too great confidence in the com- 
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mercial conneétions between the Englifh and the Xerif, to fuf-' 
pe& that any harm would befall us by his dite€tiohs.” But on 
the other hand, the minifter might be endeavoring ‘to’ foment 
the prefent difference. This was the deepeft fttoke we had ex- 
perienced in the defperate game which he had been playing; and 
was not to be folved by any maxims of policy. » His intents were 
evidently deep and unfriendly ; but the’ hue-of them was not 
clearly to be difcerned. Had they been murderous, there was no 
occafion for the farce which he had been playing. For, what 
rational creature is fo abandoned to humanity, as wantonly to 
deftroy thofe who have never offended him, or lengthen mifery, 
which it is his intereft to fhorten? our lives and property had been 
_long at his difpofal; and it was not reafonable to imagine; that 
he would delay the fentence which would fecure the prize, had 
he authority or inclination to execute it. -We had-been witnefles 
to fo many inftances of -his folly and caprice, that‘it was not im- 
probable, but this adventure would terminate without prejudice 
tous. But it muft be confefled, that no little fhare of refolu- 
tion.is neceflary for the fupport of fuch argument, where reafon 
is too weak to oppofe the evidence of our fenfes, and’ reflexion 
is loft in the tumult of the fcene before us. Our:-minds by de- 
grees refumed their wonted calm, and we retired to reft, with no 
other fafeguard but the eye of a beneficent God, without whofe 
regard there is no protection for the fleeping ‘monarch, fur- 
rounded by his guards. 


THU RSD: thth May, 


The dawn of aa delivered us from thefe unwelcome gives, 
conformably to their report ; and the vizier, afhamed, as we fap- 
poie, of the tranfaction, had the grace’to pretend an utter igné- 
rance of it, On our remonftrating againft the violation of the 
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compact between us, he laid the blame on the general of the 
troops, who had committed fome miftake in iffuing orders 
relative ta the veflel. This proof of his being yet fenfible of 
fhame, gave us hopes of an amendment in his behavior, and 
encouraged the captain to prefs the vizier for another interview 
for himfelf only, which he now condefcended to grant. Though 
produdtive of no real advantage, we derived great confolation 
from it, as the captain fairly extorted from him the reafon of his 
late referve. He acknowledged, that his inftructions concerning us 
were come ; but that nothing could be done in the affair, until 
the arrival of the Shawbunder, or captain of the port of Judda, 
whom the Xerif hed ordered to Yambo, to adjuft the terms of 
our departure. We had long fufpected, that the vizier'’s defigns 
were to extort heavy duties from the veflel ; and were pleafed to 
hear, that thofe duties were to be regulated by the part of Judda > 
which, though unreafonable enough, will certainly come more 
within the bounds of equity and juftice, than the confcience of 
this Arab might have demanded, 

As the name of the Xerif of Mecca fo often occurs in this 
narrative, and as his power and influence ought properly to be 
afcertained, for the elucidation of the part he bore in our deten- 
tion, I will endeavor to throw fuch light upon them, as oppor- 
tunity and inquiry have afforded me. , 

The Xerif of Mecca is, in moft refpects, on the footing of the 
Pope in the earlier days of Chriftianity. He is fovereign Pontiff 
of the Mahometan church, and a temporal as well as {piritual 
prince. Since the extinétion of the Caliphs, whofe apparent 
fucceffor he is, he holds his dominions as fiefs to the Turk ; and 
is more indebted to the zeal of fuperftition than to the terror 
of his arms, for the fupport of his dignity. A prodigious de- 
cline indeed, from the importance of thofe Caliphs, who reigned 
the mafters of the Eaftern cr and fhook the neighboring 
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kingdoms of the north with dire difmay! But fhrunk as he is 
within the limits of a province, where the Mahometat great- 
nefo firft originated, the Xerif, in two inftances, exceeds the 
Popes in the fulleft plenitude of their power. His honors are 
hereditary ; to poffefs which, he muft prove his defcent from the 
Prophet: and the extent of his influence reaches as far beyond 
that of the Popes, as the perfuafion of Mahomet beyond the 
Papal tenets. ‘The remoteft corners of the Eaft pay homage to 
his title. The way-worn pilgrim ceafelefs toils from Teflis’ 
towers or Mcfopotamia’s wafte, to add his little mite to the trea- 
fures of Medina’s temple ; while Aftatic princes, fubahs of 
Ind, and fultans of the Spicy Ifles, which weftward bound the 
Southern ocean, enrich the Prophet’s fhrine with gems and gold. 
The large fam of money which our veffel brought for the fer- 
vice of the Mofque, as a peace-offering from the nabob of Arcot, 
on the deceafe of his daughter, is a corroborating evidence of 
the enthufiafm of Muffulmen. It amounted to one lack and an 
half of rupees, which is near £.20,000 fterling, and was the 
gift of a prince, whom the world need not be told is fo in- 
volved in debt, as not to require this drain to exhauft his mort- 
gaged revenues. 

The territories of the Xerif lie m the heart of Arabia, and are 
about three hundred miles long and one hundred broad. Befides 
the cities of Mecca and Medina, to which the caravans annually 
bring, the produce of diftant countries, his revenues aré con- 
fiderably augmented by the comimerce, that is carried on with his 
ports of Yambo and Judda, by the veffels of Africa and India. 
Whatever fanétity he may pretend to, or indifference to the ‘con- 
cerns of this world, like other hypocrites m religion, he prefers 
his own intereft to that of his Maker; and ufes his name as an 
inftrument, to advance his own dignity and riches. The cara- 
vans, which profcifedly fet out on a pious journey to Mecta, are 
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more encouraged by this Pontiff for the fake of his own glory, 
than that of the Prophet ; as the valuable goods they convey, and 
the high duties impofed upon the deluded merchants, fufficiently 
atteft. But what perfuation is there among the frail race of 
mankind, which is not open to perverfion, and liable to be dif- 
graced by abfurd rites, and idle ceremonies? the divine purity 
of the Chriftian religion could not preferve its ftream from be- 
ing tainted, by the machinations of prieftcraft, and the intem- 
perance of zeal. Nor is there much difference in the folly of 
the belief, that founds falvation ona pilgrimage to the temple of 
Mecca, or to the houfe of my lady of Loretto! 

The prefent Xerif is a youth under twenty years of age, and, 
what is remarkable on account of his family, he is as black as a 
negro. He has been feen by fome of our countrymen, but 
this is not a common thing, as he feldom ftirs from Mecca, to 
the neighborhood of which place, and Medina, no approach is 
allowed to Chriftians. Nay, to fuch a degree has their con- 
tempt of us arifen, that neither at Mocha, Judda, nor Yambo, 
will they fuffer a Chriftian to go out at the gate, which looks 
towards Mecca. One of his Majefty’s frigates was at Judda laft 
year, to fettle fome articles of trade between the different na- 
tions ; when the Xerif himfelf made an excurfion to Judda, on 
purpofe to pay a compliment to the Britifh flag. He went on 
board the frigate ; and, to teftify his fatisfaCtion at the activity of 
the failors, and the diftipline of the marines, he left a very 
princely gratuity to be diftributed among them. On this ap- 
pearance of good-will in the Xerif towards the Englifh, we rely 
for redrefs in the injury we have received; though the courfe of 
juftice may be delayed, by the mifreprefentations of the knave, 
into whofe clutches we hay¢ unfortunately fallen. 


Ia SATURDAY, 
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SATURDAY, 31ft May. 


‘This morning we were delighted with the fight of two boats 
to the fouthward. As they came into the harbor, we learnt 
from our guard, that’ the fhawbunder of Judda was in the 
foremoft. But this funfhine was foon clouded by a meffage from 
the fhore, which advifed us that the perfon we expected, was in 
a boat bchind. We, who were bound for Europe, thought this 
a good opportunity to folicit the vizier for our departure to 
Suez, which he might, on certain conditions, wifh to grant us, 
before the arrival of another officer to fhare in the profit, which 
he evidently meant to make of us. With his permiffion, there- 
fore, my three fellow-travellers and myfelf paid him a vifit in 
the afternoon, when we were received with his wonted polite- 
nefs. We prefied him for the immediate provifion of a boat, but 
he pretended that nothing could be done until the fhawbunder’s 
arrival, except the order for a boat to be ready at a minute's 
warning. He congluded this affurance with a caution againft the 
impofitions of his people, and a requeft not to give any prefents, 
but to fuch as came exprefsly by his order. This was too plain 
to be mifunderftood; and after our return to the veflel, we 
Judged it expedient to tender this minifter a bribe. We found. 
from long experience, that he was not to be moved by the 
force of words, and accordingly prepared a prefent, wherewith to 
melt his unrelenting breaft. It confifted: of a diamond ring, a 
fine fhaul, and a piece of gold ftuff for a drefs; and was an 
offering, rather extorted by neceffity, then fuitable to-the cha- 
ratters which we affumed; This we fent him by our interpreter, 
and had the pleafure to learn that it was gracioufly received. 
We met in return, with a repetition of thofe affurances of his 
prote€tion, which he had before lavifhed upon us. 

I cannot 
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I cannot help relating here a curious circumftance of the di- 
vers of Arabia, whofe fkill exceeds that of any others which I 
have read of. The mafter of a boat, which was juft returned 
from Tor, offered to recover the anchor, which I mentioned to 
have been loft by our veffel, while fhe was at the entrance of the 
harbor. As it lay in fixteen fathom water, the captain gave 
little credit to the fellow’s pretenfions, but was willing to try 
the experiment, as much from a motive of curiofity as any other. 
The diver was to earn but a third of the fixed reward, fhould his 
attempts mifcarry. He brought his boat to the veflel to-day, and 
accompanied our long-boat, with an officer on board, to the 
mouth of the harbor. And from this officer I had the following 
particulars. 

When they came to the fuppofed place, the diver went down 
in fixteen fathoms, with no other preparation than a weight to 
his feet, and: a piece of wood on his noftrils, to prevent his 
fetching his breath in the water. There was a rope faftened 
to his arm, by which he gave notice when he wanted to be drawn 
up. At the fignal made, he was run up by hjs comrades with 
amazing celerity. He informed the officer that he had feen the 
anchor at fome diftance ; and taking a rope of fufficient ftrength 
to hold it, he dived again to an equal depth, and tied it to the 
ring of the anchor. Upon weighing it, however, it turned out 
not to be ours, but a large grapnel belonging to the annual 
Judda veffel, which failed from hence fome months ago. After 
this difappointment, to make good what he had afferted of’ his 
fkill, the fellow went down in two-and-twenty fathoms, though 
the wind began to frefhen, and the fea to be ruffled. He ftaid 
between two and three minutes. under water, actording’ to the 
watch of the gentleman prefent. Nay, after he came into the 
boat, this amphibious creature did not take the preffure from 
his noftrils for near a minute longer; and appeared not in the: 

leaft 


[ 62 J 

leaft fatigued or difcompofed. We affirmed, that upon occafion; 
he can dive fome fathoms deeper; and in a calm day, can fee 
ten fathoms around him. That he can walk about with great 
eafe at the bottom of the fea, and feparate branches of coral from 
the rocks, with an ax or a faw. Asa proof of which, he pro- 
duced a large branch of coral, which, he had taken out of a bay 
to the northward. I have a piece of this coral in my poffeffion. 
Anxious as he appeared to be for the recovery of our anchor, 
we have reafon to believe that the poor man had been forbidden 
by the vizier to get it; as he means to turn it to his own ac- 
count, after our departure. Iam fenfible that the divers go to 
a great depth, in the pearl-fifheries in the Gulph of Perfia, 
where they are affifted by machines of various conftructions ; but 
fuch a marvellous inftance as I have related, of natural powers 
unaided by the efforts of art, fhould have died in filence for 
me, had it not fallen, in a manner, under our immediate obéer- 
vation. 

The only recreation we enjoy, is failing about the harbor in one 
of the fhip’s boats. And this is rather connived at by our guard, 
than allowed of by the vizier, whofe orders concerning us are 
wery rigid. In the courfe of thefe cruizes, we have had oppor~ 
tunities to make ourfelves well acquainted with the harbor, and 
to produce the plate which has been exhibited of it. But all 
eur obfervations tended nothing towards our own enlargement. 
There is but one channel into the harbor, and the wind con- 
ftantly blows into it at this feafon. It is not, therefore, the lofs 
of our guns, or the prefence of a guard, that detains us. Defpair 
would furnifh us with arms to rid us of this abftacle, ware the 
door of efcape open to our vefiel. 


MONDAY, 
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MONDAY, ed Junrc. 


This morning the long-expected boat brought in the fhaw- 
bunder of Judda. At nme o'clock he came aboard the Adventure, 
and delivered our captain’ 4 letter from the Xerif himéelf, and 
another from Captain Anderfon. The firft letter contained per- 
miffion for the captain to go where he pleafed, on paying the 
duties of the port of Yambo; an impofition which is levied on 
all veffels that enter the Xerif’s ports, whether they difpofe of 
their cargoes or not. If he preferred going to Judda, no duties 
were to be paid at Yambo; but in that cafe, the veffel was to 
be given as a fecurity, into the charge of the Xcrif’s fervants ; 
and the captam and his officers were to proceed to Judda, ona 
boat which fhould be provided for them. The vizier was like- 
wife directed to difpatch the packets, and the gentlemen who 
had the care of them, in a proper boat to Suez. Such was the 
fubftance of the Xerif’s orders. They were in fome refpects, 
unreafonable enough, and betrayed a greater regard to his own 
benefit, than a readinefs to do us juftice. But our fituation con- 
fidered, it will be eafily believed, that we were more fatisfied than 
otherwife, at the receipt of thefe tidings. 

The contents of Captain Anderfon’s letter were not lefs agree- 
able. After condoling with’ us on our misfortune, he tells us, 
that the Swallow floop of war, which ad been on a voyage to 
Suez, was juft arrived at Judda. That on learning our fitua~ 
tion, her commander, Captain Panton, had demanded fatisfac- 
tion of the government, for the infult that had been offered to 
the Britith flag. It was plain from his letter, that the Xerif 
was unacquainted with this demand, when his inftructions rela- 


tive to us, were forwarded to Yambo. But we doubted not that 
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our wrongs would be redreffed, by the prefence of a naval officer,. 
of the known fpirit and humanity of Captain Panton, Captain 
Bacon and the fupercargoes of the Adventure, would foon have 
an opportunity of making a perfonal application to him at Judda, 
on this head. But the gentlemen bound for Europe, thought 
it expedient to join with me, in a reprefentation of the damages 
we had incurred, by the treachery of the Xerif’s government. 
This letter we forwarded to Captain Panton by the hands of 
Captain Bacon; and though no benefit may accrue to us from 
the refult, we fhall be fatisfied to hear that the infult is revenged, 
by the interpofition of the Britifh arms. 

Our profpect of getting to England now recurred with ten- 
fold pleafure ; and we were not willing to lofe a moment in tak- 
ing advantage of the Xerif’s permiffion. The interpreter was 
immediately difpatched to the vizier, to remind him of his pro- 
mife. He returned with a Nokidah, or mafter of a boat, whom 
this crafty minifter pretended to have fent us, that we might 
make our own terms with him. This modeft fellow had the 
confidence to afk us 700 dollars and a drefs, for the freight of 
his boat to Suez. I fay freight, as we were to find provifions, 
and even water, ourfelves. When the direct diftance be confi- 
dered, which {carcely exceeds 150 leagues, and the boat itfelf be 
examined, which is without a deck, and not fo well found as 
a Cornifh fifhing-fmack, no one will pronounce the demand to 
he within the bounds of moderation, though preferred by an 
Arab. But we were in abfolute want of the boat, and were 
fain to fee ourfelves cheated, with our eyes open. We found 
this convenient agent inflexible in his purpofe, and were glad to 
ftrike the bargain at 650 dollars, the major part of which, we 
fhrewdly fufpected, would go into the vizier’s coffers. And 
this was the return which his gratitude fuggefted, for the prefent 
which we made him! but we were obliged to keep our fufpi- 
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‘cons and our complaints, equally a fecret. It was in the vizier’s 
power to frame a thoufand delays in our undertaking, and con- 
fequently, our intereft to wink at an impofition, by which we 
fecured his protection. On thefe principles, therefore, we agreed 
to give more for the hire of a boat, than fhe was intrinfically 
worth. And, happy to efcape from the fnare which befet us, 
we did not think our liberty dearly purchafed, at the price of 
being handfomely fleeced. When this weighty matter was fet- 
tled, the Arab retired, to give his employer the agreeable intelli- 
gence of his fuccefs, while we ferioufly prepared ourfelves to turn 
a bad bargain to the beft account. 


SUNDAY, 8th June. 


The laft week was employed in regulating the affairs of the 
veffel. There was not the beft appearance of harmony between 
the vizier and the fhawbunder; which operated to retard her 
difpatch. By fome blunder of the former, the cargo was or- 
dered afhore; and though this procedure feemed to contradict 
the Xerif's commands, the captain could not difpute the plea- 
fure-of the vizier. By the fhawbunder’s reprefentation, however, 
the cargo was forthwith returned to the veffel; but a bale of cal- 
licoes was miffing. This was undoubtedly embezzled by the 
vizier and his people, who ftoutly denied having received it, 
though oppofed by the teftimonies of the fupercargoes, and the 
officers of the Adventure. Two days were {pent in fruitlefs dif- 
putes on this fubject; and there is no pronouncing to what a 
length they would have been fpun out, had not a feafonable 
hint which the vizier dropped, finally decided them. He affeét- 
ed to declare, that as his honor was doubted, he mutt infift upon 
things refting as they were, until juftice had been done to him 
at Mecca. There needed no more, to convince us of the abfur- 
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dity of perfeverance againft fuch a charatter. We wore afcer- 
tained of his being capable of the blackeft a€tions; and the cap~ 
tain wifcly refolved to forego his right, and give a receipt for the 
whole cargo. 

Thefe vexatious tranfaCtions detained my fellow-travellers and 
myfelf at Yambo, as the veffel’s departure and ours was to take 
place together. But every thing being now prepared for the pro- 
fecution of our coafting voyage, our debts at this place dif- 
chaiged, and the boat we had agreed for, having been exchanged 
for another, which the vizier, for reafons beft known to himfelf, 
pitched upon for us, we this afternoon obtained our audience of 
leave of this extraordinary perfonage. We were received with 
that politenefs and affability, which in minifters of ftate, cover 
a multitude of imperfections. Thefe are the bright fides of po- 
litical characters, where an agreeable light is blended with the 
fhades that overcaft them. Had our knowledge of this man been 
confined to externals, we fhould have quitted Yambo, with the 
moft favorable ideas of his difpofition. But the brutality of his 
conduét could not be foftened by the polifh of his manners, and 
the conviction of his treachery flafhed through the vail of a 
fmooth tongue and a winning addrefs. We were refolved, never- 
thelefs, to appear fatisfied of his fincerity; which, in truth, we 
now gave him more credit for, than fince our acquaintance com- 
menced. Ile had no longer any probable motive to amufe us ; 
and the Xerif’s commands are reputed to be held too facred, to 
be fported with by his fervants. We took in good part, the 
wifhes he expreffed for our fafe arrival at Suez; and received 
the paffport which he gave us for the fecurity of our perfons, 
with entire confidence in the virtue of its contents. We took 
our leave of the vizier, amid a profufien of high-flown compli- 
ments, which we had neither the capacity nor inclination to re- 
turn, The natives of the Eaft are fo habituated to this mode 
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of fpeech, that well-turned compliments fall from their lips 
with inexpreffible readinefs. And the Arabian language is fo fn- 
perior in elegance to the reft, that this people, in other refpects 
fo remarkable for their fimplicity, exceed all other nations in 
the delicacy of their expreffion, and the agrecable wildnefs of 
their images. 


MONDAY, gth June. 


This has been a bufy, as well as a joyful day for us. On 
the eve of recovering our liberty, after a tedious and painful de- 
tention, like the birds who efcape the cage which with-held 
them, and flutter abroad without a thought of the confequences, 
we only rejoiced over the prefent moment, unheedful of the toils 
we might fall into, or the dangers that might await us in coatt- 
ing a wild and unknown fhore, and, as the poet finely fays, 
« with no other ftay fave innocence and Heaven.” We could 
only provide againft obvious calamities. We were well fur- 
nifhed with fire-arms and ammunition, to guard againft open 
attacks, and with rice and water, to obviate the calls of hunger 
and thirft. But the friendfhip of Captain Bacon fet us above 
anfwering the mere neceffities of nature. He fupplied us with 
many articles, which might have been difpenfed with in the voy~ 
age which we had undertaken, had we meant to have kept a ta- 
ble fuitable to our accommodations in an open boat. Byt he 
was willing that we fhould be as well provided as his fhip would 
afford ; and we could not in juftice, refufe him the pleafure of 
etewhing his genteel behavior durmg a four-months voyage, 
by this more material inftanee of his attention. It will appear 
a myftery to ptople m Europe, who are obliged to pay extrava- 
gantly for a paflage from one kingdom to another, to learn that 
the commanders, in: generaly in the country fervice in India, 
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think your enteitaiument fufficiently repaid by the pleafure of 
your company; and are only ftudious to render a paflage agreea- 
ble to you, which can no otherwife redound to their benefit, 
than what a liberal mind feels on the exertion of an hofpitable 
action. This remark is due to the gentlemen of a fervice, which 
has been too much difparaged by the 1M conduct of fome unworthy 
members, The character of Captain Bacon, and others that I 
could mention from experience, will more than atone for the 
defeélion of the reft. I fhould not omit, among the reft of 
lus favors, that he furnifhed us with a Jafcar, or mariner, who 
had fome knowledge of the Arabic tongue. It would be painful 
to conceive the difficulties. te which we might be reduced in the 
courie of our journey, were not this man to be with us, to in- 
terpret our wants, and to give the people we dealt with, a 
more favorable idea of Chriftians. He is a Muffulman, and is 
likely to gain fome ciedit with thofe of his perfuafion. And yet 
we were on the point of fetting out, without any interpreter ; 
neither reflecting on poflible events, nor providing againft hu- 
man accidents. 

We {upped for the laft time, on board the Adventure; and 
after taking a parting glafs, and a cordial leave of Captain Ba- 
con and the reft of our friends, Major Alexander, Lieutenant 
* * *, Mr. Hammond, and myéelf, attended by my European 
feivank: two flave-boys of the major’s, one of Lieutenant * * #*s, 
and Ibrahim gur interpreter, ftepped into the veffel’s pinnace, 
and were prefently conveyed to the boat, which we reached about 
ten o'clock at night. “I would attempt to give the reader fome 
idea of the place we got into, but the defcfiption demands gn 
higher coloring than my pencil can give it. If he can imagine, 
however, the fituation of four gentlemen, crouded together in,a 
fyuare of about five feet diameter, with no’ defence from 
noontide funs ‘and midnight dews of the Arabian.coaft, deprived 
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of the fmalleft exercife of their limbs, and condemned to the 
conftant fociety of the boat’s crew, wholly at the difcretion of 
a perfidious race, and with the profpect of a long and tedious 
cruize in an unknown fea-—he may gather fome faint traits of 
the undertaking we were engaged in. As-we fought the danger, 
there can be no vanity inf {peaking of it: as fomething more 
than an idle temerity, enforced the profecution of a voyage, 
the difficulties of which we were fufficiently apprized of. 


JOURNAL OF THE BOAT IMPOSITION 


FROM YAMBO TOWARDS SUEZ. 





TUESDAY, toth June. 


We were difturbed at day-break by the arrival of the nokidah, 
and pilot who is to navigate the boat, which, from the price we 
have paid for her, we have named the Impofition, They brought 
another Arab and three Abyffinian flaves with them, who made 
up her crew. And thefe are full fufficient to manage her. 
Could we confult our eafé before our fafety, we would willingly 
difpenfe with this addition to our numbers, which greatly ex- 
eeed the fize and convenience of our bark. We found no little 
difficulty, laft night, in providing for our repofe. Our chefts 
frm a {quare in the center of the boat,-apd my companions 
and I, each take up his ledging On his ows cheft. Our fer- 
vants difpofed-theméelves in fach-places, as they could obtain a 
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We weighed our anchor at 6 A. M. and ftood to the weft- 
ward, with the wind at N. by W. But we had not got a league 
out, when the wind hauled round to N. W. This obliged us 
to run back again, and anchor at the mouth of the harbor. 

We had not been here long, when a boat pafled us, with 
Captain Bacon and his chief mate on’ board. ‘They are bound 
for Judda, and we had but juft time to hail cach other, and 
renew our wifhes for our reciprocal welfare. The wind will be 
fair for t' cir boat, when they get clear of the harbor; and their 
pallage promifes to be a fpecdy one, in proportion as the wind 
is unfavorable to us. 

The wind was ftrong all day from the N. W. In the even- 
ing we faw the Adventure, ftanding towards us. There were but 
a few of her fails fet ; and the Arabian pilots, to whofe charge 
fhe is committed by the Xerif’s order, not being able to make 
any hand of it, brought her to an anchor again in the har- 
bor. This outfct proves the little knowledge of thefe pilots ; 
and it will be well if they carry her fafely to Judda, confidering 
the great differente between working her, and veffels rigged for 
coafting voyages. 

] have annexed a chart of the Red-fea, from Yambo to Suez, 


that the reader nay purfue the track of the boat as he reads 
the journal, 


WEDNESDAY, 11th June. 


The nokidah and pilot flept upon the poop laft night. Our 
arrangement, therefore, is as follows. They have poffeffed them- 
felves of the {tem ; my companions and myfelf occupy the mid- 
(pace, and our fervants and the crew keep in the fore-part of 
the buat. We have mounted a mufketoon upon the gunnel, 
and have our fufees and pittol loaded, But as we are as yet, 
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under the protection of the fort, we have not began to keep 
watch during the night. 

At 6 A. M. we weighed with the wind at S. W. and flood 
N. W. and ran about three leagues ; but the wind fuddenly vecr - 
ing round to the weft and W. N. W. the pilot found he could 
not reach his intended anchoring-place, and, to our great mor- 
tification, ran back before the wind, to an opening between 
the rocks. Thefe rocks are a part of a reef, that extends from 
Judda to Cape Mahomet, and in which our veflel was unfor- 
tunately entangled, when we were driven to the neceflity of 
putting into Yambo. We underftand there are particular places 
upon this coaft, which veffels are obliged to reach during the day, 
or clfe they muft, at times, run back to the birth which they 
left, for want of anchoring-ground. At one of thefe ftages, 
our beat brought, to, at twelve o'clock, which is the propercft 
term that can be ufed on the occafion. As the boat approaches 
the reef, one of the crew jumps from the forecaftle, with a hook 
in each hand, and diving under the reef, faftens the hooks to 
the rocks, which are rendered porous by the water. The boat 
rides here in fmooth water, with her fides almoft touching the 
rocks. And here a veffel of confiderable burden, might ride ; 
as the water is fo deep, that we cannot find a bottom with fe- 
veral fathoms of rope. 

We took an obfervation at noon, and found ourfclves in the 
latitude of 24° ro’ north. We have hitherto made little ar no 
progrefs in our voyage; but are not to defpair, becaufe the 
winds have been contrary for two days. In the afternoon we 
faw the Adventure, ftanding to the fouthward. - This denotes 
that fhe is clear of the harbor, but fhe feems to be going under 
a very eafy fail. 
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THURSDAY, 12th June. 


The nokidah waded afhore during the night, in order to go 
to Yambo for a fpar, to replace one which was carried away 
yefterday. He had not left us long, when a brifk breeze fprung 
up from the land, with which we might have made a ftretch 
to the northward, had our mafter been aboard. But this is only 
on a fuppofition, that thefe people work their boats in the 
night, which we have, indeed, but too much reafon to doubt, 
At day-break the wind fhifted to the N. W. fo that when the 
nokidah returned, he found that it was impoffible for us to 
ftir. He brought fome intelligence refpecting the Adventure. 
It feems that the Arabian pilots are fo unfkilful in the manage- 
ment of a veffel of her conftruction, that the fupercargoes and 
the officer who remain on board, are afraid of being caft away 
in the paflage to Judda. They have already loft all her own 
anchors by their ignorance; and it is a great chance, if they 
fuccced better with the grapnels, which they have taken in, to 
fupply the lofs. The fituation of this veffel is very peculiar. 
She was reduced to her prefent diftiefs by the ticachery of thefe 
barbarians ; and is in danger of being wrecked by their ob- 
ftinacy, in not permitting Captain Bacon tq take charge of her, 
when they carry he: clear of the rocks. But vengeance, no 
doubt, awaits the injured. This is not the firft time, that the 
Engilifh flag has redreffed her fubjetts, even in this remote fea : 
and the hour perhaps will come, when the Xerif of Mecca will 
be forced to do juftice to the fufferers on the fnow Adventure. 

About ninc o'clock the wind changed to the fouthward; but 
we could not take advantage of it, on account of the abfence 
of fome of our company. Lieutenant * * * went afhore at fix 
o'clock, on pretence of gathering famphire, and took Ibrahim 
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our interpreter with him. We were a little furprized at their 
ftay ; but when the wind became favorable, we difpatched a ma- 
riner into the country, to recal them to the Luat. But how 
was our furprize increafed, when the meffenger returned, and 
informed us, that they were not to be found | Various were our 
conjectures on this occafion. We at one time, fancied that they 
had wandered beyond their knowledge, and were gone towards 
the beach, by tracing which they muft at length find the boat. 
At another, we apprehended they had been furprized by the wild 
Arabs, and carried into flavery. The true caufe was the furtheft 
from our thoughts. But fomething poffeffed our nokidah to be- 
lieve, that the ab{entees were gone to Yambo. Whether he had 
obferved Lieutenant * * *’s difcontent at his fituation, and fuf- 
pected that he was engaged in a bufincfs unfavorable to him, 
fo it was, the nokidah’s penetration exceeded ours, and he de- 
termined to feck them at Yambo. It was about noon when 
he fet out for the town, which is about two leaghes from 
hence ; and, that nothing might be wanting on our parts, to re- 
cover our friends, we directed two mariners to take different routes 
in fearch of them, while we hoifted a fignal on our mainmaft, 
and difcharged our mufketgon repeatedly, in hopes of attracting 
their notice. At 3 P.M. the wind came about to the N. W. 
and blew from that point the reft of the day. 

Our mariners returned with as little fuccefs, as before. Our opi- 
nions now began to waver, and we fufpected that Lieutenant * * * 
had taken fome extraordinary ftep. Ever fince our imprifonment 
at Yambo, his conduét had been the reverfe to what we had known 
it. His prejudice againft the Arabs exceeded all bounds, and his 
apprehenfions of them feemed to have difordered his intellects. 
He often epreffed fuch an abhorrence of the voyage we were 
about to ¢ngage in, that we ‘more. than once prefléd him to for- 
bear accompanying us. We had obferved with concern, that 
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he had betrayed fears for his fife ever fince he entered the boat ; 
and was always on the watch, while we flept in the fecurity 
which our fituation required. We were too near to Yambo, to 
expect danger from the country; and all refiftance would 
be vain, were harm intended us by the government. But the 
night before, he had declared, that our Arabs meant to murder 
us at fapper. Then, that they had deferred it until midnight. 
Thefe, and many other extravagancies which he committed, we 
attributed to the effects of diftruft, and contented ourfelves with 
Jaughing at them ; although he frequently protefted, that he had: 
overheard the Arabs debating on the manner of our deaths. 

‘The day thus pafled over our heads, while we labored under a 
weight of vexation and anxiety. We had miffed of as fair a wind: 
as could blow for us; and were uncertain of the fate, which had 
befallen Lieutenant * * * and Ibrahim. At-five o’clock we difco- 
vered camels and a guard of foldiers at a diftance, which actually 
turned out to be their efcort. Our looks mutually exhibited afto- 
nifhment and confufion at this meeting. But we pitied the fitua- 
tion of our companion, and forbore to reproach him in the pre- 
fence of the guard: He feemed much agitated and fatigued, and 
{poke but little on his.arrival. From our interpreter and the 
guard, we learnt the particulars of his expedition. It appears, that 
his diftruft of our Arabs had fo worked upon the mind of -Lieu- 
tenant * * *, as to induce him to return, in a clandeftine man- 
ner, to the vizier of Yambo, and communicate his fufpicions. 
On their reaching the fhore, he artfully drew Ibrahim towards 
the town, and, on-their getting about a mile, by threats and en- 
treaties, he perfuaded the fimple fellew to accompany him. On 
their reaching the town, they were laid’ hold of by fome Arabs ; 
and carried, as they defired, before the vizier. They were re- 
ceived very politely by that minifter, and the complaint of Lieu- 
tenant * * * was fo far attended to, that a guard was ordered to 
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take the boat-people into cuftody. At this moment the 
nokidah arrived, and gave evidence of his innocence, by the 
relation of our behavior on the abfence of the accufer. The 
tables were now turned, and Lieutenant * * * was fent back 
to us, in the manner before recited. The vizier difpatched 
an Hindoo with him, to affure us, in the Moor tongue, that we 
had nothing to fear from’ the boat-people, whofe lives fhould 
anf{wer for our fafety. We were obliged, in our own defence, to 
difewn any knowledge of Lieutenant * * *'s intentions; and ta 
thank the vizier for his candid behavior on this occafion. The 
guard then departed, with a gratification which we made them 
for their trouble. 

As accufations and repinings were equally vain, we determined 
among ourfelves, to be filent on this myfterious conduct of 
Lieutenant * * *, We, however, reprimanded Ibrahim very fe- 
verely, in his prefence, for the folly which he had been guilty of ; 
and came toa general refolution, not to go on fhore on the 
continent, nor detain the boat for any one, who ventured to do 
fo in future. After we went to bed, we obferved Lieutenant * * * 
go to the poop, and by means of geftures, afid the few words 
of Arabic of which he is mafter, hold a kind of difcourfe with 
the nokidah and pilot. He came to his fcrutoire once or twice, and 
we fufpect took out money. What he did with it, or what will 
be the iffue of his unhappy turn of mind, we cannot determine. 
It was late when he laid down, and we have reafon to believe his 
reft is broken and unfound. 


FRIDAY, 13th June. 


Our boat got under fail at four o’clock this morning, with a 
light breeze from the land. Though fhe is too large to 10w 


againft an head fea, we found the advantage of having oars on 
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board. The weather was fo moderate, we made ufe of them the 
greateft part of the morning. At nine A. M. the wind fhifted 
to the S. W. but proved very faint. We felt the rage of the 
fun to-day pretty feverely. While we are under fail, it is not 
ppffible for us to put up a canvafs awning, with which we are 
furnifhed. But to advance quicker in our progrefs, we muft be 
content to be expofed in this manner. About 3 P.M. the wind 
came round to the favorite point, the N. W. which obliged 
“us to run into fmooth water, and bring to, as before, between 
the bieakers and the fhore; from the latter of which we are 
about a mile diftant. The coaft here is rathcr low, but the 
mountains rife a few miles behind it. The fky was too hazy for 
us to take an obftrvation at noon; but by our reckoning, we 
have gained about three leagues to the northward in the latt 
ran. 

Juft as the boat came to anchor, Licutenant * * *’s infirmity 
plainly difcovered itfelf. We had been confirmed fince yefterday, 
in our fufpicions of his brain being touched. His appetite was 
gone, his looks were wild and ‘difordered, and his converfation 
continually bordered upon madnefs. He tald us, when the boat 
ftood out to fea this morning, that the Arabs were carrying us 
there to murder us; and, when fhe ftood into land, he changed 
his tone, and pronounced our deaths to be prepared for us here. 
We little regarded fuch ftrange fancies ; but were alarmed much at 
his feizing his fword when we came to anchor, and bidding.us to 
ftand upon our defence. The Arabs were now juftly frightened 
at his extravagance, and we had much ado to perfuade him to lay 
by his fword. This circumftance had been overlooked, and we 
had determined only to keep a ftri€t eye on his conduct; when 
the arrival of two boats, from the northward, in the cove we aic 
in, opened a ftrange and unexpected fcene. 

As they approached us, Lieutenant * * * betrayed the ftrongeft 
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fymptoms of uneafinefs. He gravely bade us prepare for death ; 
and, unaccountably, made thefe new-comers privy to our fate. 
It was in vain that we aflured him, they could have no intima- 
tion of any ill which was meant us; ftrangers as they were, and 
accidental as our meeting had been. Such an unhappy prepof- 
feffion had he taken againft the Arabians in general, that no 
opinion, no reafoning of ours, could avail. We knew that he 
had but little knowledge of the Arabic language ; but every word 
that had an affinity to thofe of wicked purport, was converted, 
by his diftempered imagination, into the very mifchief itfelf; as 
his infected fight, in like manner, turned fticks into fpears, and 
knives into daggers. The ears of Ibrahim were open as well as 
his, and his ready apprehenfion of the language would have ad- 
vertifed us of danger, if any were at hand. 

It had been whifpered to us, that fome money had been given 
to our nokidah laft night ; and we were now not a little atto- 
nifhed to find from Lieutenant * * * himfelf, that the fum was 
no lefs than 75 venetians, which he had divided between the no- 
kidah and pilot, to fave his life. He lamented, however, that it 
was in vain ; for’our deaths were fixed upon, and we fhould foon 
follow Captain Bacon and the gentlemen in the Adventure, 
who, he vehemently affirmed, had been maffacred fome days be- 
fore. To divert thefe ftrange thoughts as much as poffible, a 
flave-boy of Major Alexander’s played on the fiddle, while the 
Arabs in the other boats, joined us with their kinds of mufic. 
Wee had fupped, and were looking at fome fith, which were play- 
img about the boat, when Lieutenant * * * fuddenly fprang from 
his feat, with two fwords in his hand, and running to the ma- 
jor, gave him one fword to defend himfelf, and attempted to 
draw the other, as he faid his life was in danger, from a man 
near the mainmatt ofthe boat, who had a poniard in his hand. 
The boat was immediately filled with confufion; the crew 

crouded. 
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c:ouded together in the ftern, and callcd out to the other boat, 
which pufhed away from us in hafte. The matter was too cri- 
tical to be crifled with; and the frenzy of our companion had 
become too confpicuous, to be palliated. He was accordingly 
feized, and difarmed by us; and, in the ftruggle, the major re- 
ceived a flight wound in the foot, from the other's fword. 

We now began to be alarmed for ourfelves. The ftrange 
boats might judge from appearances, that we had hoftile inten- 
tions, and perhaps, attempt to fecure themfelves, in a manner 
not very agreeable to us. The nokidah of ours came to us, and 
pofitively declared, that he would not get under fail again, 
while Lieutenant * * * remained on board. It was to no pur- 
pate that we offered to pledge our lives for the fafety of himfelf 
and crew; and to keep a conftant watch on our unhappy 
friend. The man was ftartled at the mad freaks which had been 
committed ; and owned to us, that he thought our lives in equal 
danger with his own: as in his frantic fits, Lieutenant * * * 
would not be able to diftinguifh his friends from his imaginary 
focs. The reader may fuppofe that this infinuation made no 
impreffion upon us. Our repugnance in parting with our com- 
panion in fo melancholy a fituation, awakened all our clo- 
quence, and redoubled our efforts to keep him with us. For 
fome hours did we argue the matter with our nokidah and 
pilot, who had now joined him. But they remained deaf to 
our remonftrances. We found ourfelves reduced to the necef- 
fity of either foregoing our voyage, or complying with thefe 
tellows’ demand, of defiring Lieutenant * * * to return to Yambo 
upon one of the boats near us. This boat is afterwards to pro- 
cecd to Judda; where he will find Captain Bacon, and be certain 
of being accommodated in his veffel. 

When we faw there was no alternative, but what had been 
propofed to us, we were fain to acquiefce, however ftrong our 
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reluctance to fuch a meafure. But on a ferious revicw of it, 
Licutenant * * *’s intereft may have demanded it, as much a8 
our own. The bufinefs we are engaged in, is of too great con- 
fequence to be forgone; and by his going to Judda, we are ai- 
certained that he i8 likely to meet with the affiftance which h, 
unfortunate cafe requires, from the furgeon of the Swallow flaop 
of war. Whereas, by proceeding with us, his malady would 
daily encreafe, by the force of the terrors which he enter- 
tains of our Arabs. And fome months would perhaps elapfe 
before he could receive the advice of an European furgeon. 
The opportunity of removing him might never occur again , 
and the idea of beholding him funk in the laft ftage of mad- 
nefs, bound hand and foot, and out of the reach of medi- 
cine, prefents a picture too diftrefling to encounter, even in fan- 
cy. A letter was therefore written to Captain Bacon, with a 
fummary of the untoward affair. We requefted him to fupply 
Lieutenant * * * with the money which he had paid for his fhare 
of the boat ; for which Captain Bacon was to call on our attornics 
in India. 

Our nokidah now hailed one of the boats, and induced it to 
draw near us again. He related the caufe of the late difturbance, 
and agreed with the mafter of it, to land Lieutenant * * * and 
his flave-boy at Yambo, and afterwards carry him to Judda. 
He was now afked the amount of the fum, which he had 
received the laft night from Lieutenant ** *, The nokidah 
and pilot produced 25 venetians, which they declared were alt 
he had given them. It was impoffible to difcover the truth. 
Lieutenant * * * might perchance be miftaken, and they be apt 
to deceive us in fuch a point. It appears, however, of little mo~ 
ment to our poor friend ; who is in a mood to give away all his 
money to the firft man he is diftruftful of. 

It was now midnight, and Lieutenant * * * fvemed defrous 

of 


{ 80 ] 

of pafling the night with us; which he once more folemnly 
averred, was the laft which he or we fhould ever know, As 
we were not to part until day-break, we readily affented to thia 
defire. We prevailed on him to lie down on one of our beds, 
as he was afiaid to remain in his own. At his own requeft, 
and for the fatisfa€tion of our Arabs, Mr. Hammond and my- 
felf kept watch over him until morning. I do not remember to 
have cver been engaged in a more difagrecable office. Our hu- 
manity was wounded by the object before us; and our con- 
feiences were touched at a refolution, which we had been 
obliged to adopt in our own defpite. The reader of fenfibility 
will feel for oar perplexity. Not a wink of fleep did our 
charge get during the night. He ftarted up every moment in 
his bed, or called out to us to know, what villain flood behind 
him with a drawn fword! He feemed not to apprehend danger 
rom the other boats; or to dream of affaffins, but among our 
ewn people. 


SATURDAY, 14th Junz, 


At day-break the fignal was made for failing. Lieutenant 

* * * arofe, rather more compofed than ufual, and permitted his 
baggage to be put into the other boat, without complaining. 
He had reflection enough at this moment, to {ee the neceflity of 
our feparation ; and aflured as, that he held himfelf in no more 
danger in one place than another. Jt was his firm opinion that 
our deftiny was certain, whether in this veffel or that, at Yambo 
or at Judda. We paid for his paflage, and gave the mafter of 
the boat a verbal meflage for the vizier, ta advertife him of our 
companion’s fituation, and to requeft his good offices, in getting 
him conveyed fafely to Judda, Our letter for Captain Bacon, 
we committed to the flave-boy, together with his matter’s 
fwords 
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{words and keys. This is a fhrewd honeft boy, who we make 
no doubt will be as careful as he can be, of his mafter, on this: 
fhort paffage. We had the fatisfaction to perceive, that Lieu- 
tenant * * * left us much more readily, than we could have ex- 
pected. Though his antipathy to the Arabs is rooted in his pre- 
fent diforder, he diftinguifhes ours more particularly, in his 
diftruft ; and perhaps, the quitting their company, is a temporary 
relief to his mind. Fortunate did we hold it, that not an angry 
word was requifite, to haften his departure ; affected as we were 
at the fituation of a perfon, whom we had fome regard for, and 
averfe to embittering the potion which was prepared for him. 
Our principal confolation arofe from the wind being fair for his 
return. It enfured his reaching Yambo in a few hours; and 
might throw him even in the way of the Adventuic, which we 
had feen at the mouth of the harbor but two days before. At 
all events, we depended on the vizier’s treating him with the fame 
humanity as before ; and complying with the requeft, which we 

had made in his behalf. 
The boats had not long left us with Lieutenant * * *, when 
a breeze of wind came off the land. We prefently got under 
fail, and had made a good ftretch along fhore, when the wind 
fuddenly came ahead, and blew fo ftrong, as to oblige us to tack 
about, and look for a fhelter from its fury. We ran back a 
good way on this defign, and at 11 A. M. entered a large bay 
encircled by a reef of rocks, to which we faftened our boat, in 
the manner before defcribed. This bay is called Jeraboop, by 
the Arabians. In the middle of it there is an ifland, on which 
ftands a prieft’s houfe. His name is Beridi, and we underftand, 
that he is vifited by all the faithful who pafs by, on account of 
his extreme piety and old age. We were too much taken up 
with the late misfortune which had befallen our fociety, to in- 
M dulge 
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dulge curiofity ; and left our Arabs to pay their devotions on the. 
ifland alone. 

We could get no obfervation at noon. The wind blew very 
violent the whole day from the N. W. but there is no fea in this 
bay, though it is two miles acrofs from the rocks to the fhore, 
which is here as-mountainous as ufual. We caught fome beau- 
tiful rock-fifh in the evening, with our hooks. They were well 
tafted, and encouraged us to hope for fuch refrefhments, at other 
places on the coaft. The wind increafed during the night, and 
threatens a ftorm. 


SUNDAY, rsth June. 


We cannot move this morning, as the wind ftill remains con- 
trary :; the weather is very boifterous without, but we may laugh 
at the ftorm, which idly {pends its rage on the reef of rocks, 
that rifes up, like the fevenfold fhield of Ajax, between us and 
danger. Never was a coaft fo provided by nature, with a barrier 
againft the hoftilities of the fea or of mankind. The very furge 
is pot permitted.to lath it. And all the navy of Europe would 
be deterred by this formidable outwork, from approaching any 
fortification which might be ereCted on the fhore. What a pity 
is it, that the country is not worthy of the difpofition, which 
has been made in its favor | There is no occafion for armies to 
protect the coaft; and it is certain, that Arabia Petrea is not 
indebted to this line of rocks, for her fecurity. She poured forth 
myriads of enthufiafts, under her warlike fon Mahomet, in fearch 
of more fertile lands. Nor does it appear, that her defarts, in 
that interval, attracted the avarice of foreign. invaders, 

We amufed ourfelves during the morning in catching fith, 
_ which readily take the bait here. Some of them have a mouth 
like 
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fiké a patrot’s beak, which our Arabs advife us not to cat. But 
whether from their unfeemly form, or their being really unwholc- 
fome, Ibrahim could not difcover. At 10 A. M. we faw a 
boat ftanding towards us, which we fuppofe to be bound to 
Yambo. The people on board defcried us, and at eleven o'clock 
fhe run fo near the reef we were upon, as to be within hearing. 
We find the comes from Suez, and learn that moft of the Englith 
veffels have left that port. This was all the converfation that 
we had with the boat, which put before the wind, and was foon 
out of fight. We gather this confolation, however, from the 
intelligence, that it is likely the winds are about to fhift in 
this quarter. We can no otherwife account for the departure 
of our fhips from Suez, fo much earlier than we expected. Our 
voyage may therefore, be more profperous than it promifed 
to be. 

We had no obfervation at noon, and the wind remained in 
the N. W. quarter while we lay here. A poor woman waded, 
and fwam through the water to our boat in the evening, and 
was very thankful for fome meafures of rice which fhe took 
away. 


MONDAY, 16th June. 


We were awakened at one o’clock this morning, by the boat 
getting under way. It is impoffible for the Arabs to perform 
this maneuvre, without our knowledge ; and though we loft our 
reft by the noife on board, we were agreeably furprized at their 
taking advantage of the light breeze, which came from the land. 
With fail and oar, we made a fhift to go at the rate of a knot 
and a knot and an half an hour, the whole night. At day- 
break we faw a veflel to the N. W. ftanding as we did. Our 
people fay, that fhe is alfo bound for Suez, and has been out no 
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lefs. than twenty days from Yambo. At g A. M. we difcovered., 
two more fail ahead. At ten we perceived a fhoal, which they 
call Morfa, fome leagues diftant ; and at noon, two of the boats 
appeared at anchor, within a point of land in the N. E. quar~- 
ter. We ftood for them; but the wind had now fhifted to the 
N. W. and it was the work of fome hours, to carry ourfelves 
within the reef where the largeft velfel was lying. We hooked 
our boat clofe by her about 3 P. M. and underftand the bay 
we are in is called Banas. By our obfervation to-day it lies in 
the latitude of 24° 30’ north. Cape Mahar within view to the 
northward. We are much difappointed at finding what little pro- 
grefs we have made fince we left Yambo ; and particularly, after 
having been at fea to-day no lefs than fourteen hours. But our 
voyage bears an intimate refemblance to what the Greeks em- 
barked in of old; and by our mode of coafting alone, we can. 
eafily conceive Ulyffes to have been ten years rounding the fhores 
of Greece; without the intervention of any enmity, but what 
the mariner may expect from the winds and waves. 

In the evening .we went on board the veffel by us. Her bur- 
den and accommodations place her far above the ftile of our boat; 
and we could not but repine at our lot, which had thrown us 
into an open boat, when it is plain that fome of them are pro- 
vided with cabbins. We were received very civilly by her noki- 
dah, who tells us that he is going to Suez. He is fickly, and was 
very thankful for fome medicines we fpared him, which we 
brought with us for the complaint he ts afflicted with. Thefe, 
the Arabians never fail to folicit of Europeans, when they have 
occafion for them, as they have a notion that we have one and 
all of us, afmattering in phyfic. The wind frefhened, and blew 
all night from the N. W. as ufual. 


TUESDAY, 
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TUESDAY, 17th Jone. 


The wind is ftill contrary, and we cannot move this morning. 
It blew fo {trong at day-break, that our Arabs made our boat 
faft with another rope, by a turn round a pointed rock. Where 
we lie, a man of war might ride in great fecurity. There are 
feveral fathoms of water clofe by the rocks, which break the 
force of the fwell that tumbles down from the N. W. the reef 
at low water is every where dry, and we then pick up plenty of 
fifh among the crevices of the rocks. While we have this fup- 
ply, we fhall not be at a lofs for provifions. We have ftilla 
fheep left, and fhall referve a few fowls which we got from the 
Adventure, for more neceffitous times. 

At 8 A. M. the nokidah of the large veffel paid us a vifit. It 
was partly to return our compliment, but his principal bufinefs 
was to look at our chart of the Red Sea. Our Arabs tell us 
that he is one of the beft pilots of their nation. Ona review of 
this chart we find it tolerably exact, as to the names of the 
jflands and headlands on this coaft. It is ourintention, in the 
courfe of our voyage, to correct it where it is faulty, and to 
point out all the reefs and fhoals between Yambo and Cape 
Mahomet. We have the advantage of being with pilots, who 
are acquainted with every creek and corner of the coaft; and 
may gather fuch inférmation of the track, as will prove of 
fervice to veffels thrown by currents on this dangerous shore. 
The fellow’s furprize was very great, to hear places named by. 
firangess, which only thofe of his own profeffion among his coun- 
trymen were acquainted with. They have no fuch thing as a 
chart; but his natural fagacity quickly made him comprehend 
the plan.of ours. But as we are the firft Europeans whom he 
has heard of in this navigation, he cannot reconcile to himéelf, 
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how the Gtuation of thefe iflands could have been taken by vef- 
fels that dare not approach them. He has not the leaft idea of 
the ufe of the quadrant; and he conceived that we were rather 
making difcoveries in the heavens, than afcertaining our latitude 
below. 

We began to keep a regular watch to-night. Each gentleman 
and his fervant to take two hours in retation. We fhall run no 
rifk, it feems, until we get among the iflands, but it is prudent 
to inure ourfelves in time to a neceflary habit. There were hard 
gales from the N. W. all day and part of the night. 


WEDNESDAY, 18th Jons. 


We were under way at 6 A. M. with the wind at N. by W. 
and ftood out to fea. But the wind was too moderate to be of 
mutch fervice to us, againft the heavy fwell which the late blow- 
ing weather has occafioned. We tacked therefore at 10 o'clock, 
and the wind coming round more to the W. we were enabled, 
contrary to our expectations, to fetch a reef to the northward 
of Cape Mahar about 2 P.M. There is another boat at anchor 
about a mile to the northward of us, fuppofed alfo to be bound 
to Sucz. Our boat beats better to windward than the two which 
were in company with us yefterday. The largeft of which has 
run into fhore near a league to the fouthward, and the other 
within a mile of us. 

We, were difappointed of an obfervation to-day by the high 
lands to the fouthward, which obftruéted our view. Our pro- 
grefs however has been very little. Were not the full moon at 
hand, we fhould look for little fuccefs in beating up fuch a coaft 
as this. A few days of a foutherly wind would give us a good 
fhove in the fhort diftance we are going; and all our hopes reft 
on the influence of this ufeful platret. The gentle light which 
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.fhe now affords us during the night-feafon, proves a great relief 
to us after the funfhine of the day, in this fuliry month. But 
difficult as we find it to keep ourfelves cool in the day-time, it 
is no eafier matter to defend our bodies from the damps of the 
night, when the wind is loaded with the hcavieft dews that ever 
fell. To be in readinefs for every change of wind in our favor, 
we are obliged to forego the benefit of the awning I mentioned. 
We lie expofed to the whole weight of the dews, and the cloaks 
in which we wrap ourfelves, are as wet in the morning, as 
if they had been immerfed in the fea. It is plain, however, that 
they are not impregnated with the bad qualities, which render 
people fo fearful of the dew in moft parts of the world, or our 
conftitutions would have evinced the faét. 

The weather was very moderate during the night, and the 
wind remained in the ufual quarter. We relieved our watch re~ 
gularly, as the night before, and find that a little practice will 
make it eafy to us. 


THURSDAY, ioth June.. 


We got under fail at day-break with the wind at N. and ftood' 
out to fea until 10 o'clock. The wind now heading us, we 
tacked and lay up along fhore. Our courfe was but flow, but 
we continued gaining ground until 2 P. M. when we ran into 
a fine bay, and brought to, on a reef within an hundred yards 
of the beach. We are not at all difpleafed with the working of 
eur boat. She has run her two conforts out of fight, and beat 
the boat which was a-head of us yefterday. There was a con- 
teft between them the whole morning, and the victory declared. 
in favor of our boat, which has fetched a mile to windward of 
the other. However contemptible the prize, there is a fecret fa~ 
tisfaétion in being fuperio: to our neighbors an every occa~ 
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fion. And I doubt, whether the winner at an horfc-race could 
have exulted more, than we did at our dexterity, in beating a 
veffel, much worfe found than ours. 

The bay we are in, is in the latitude of 24° 36’ N. by an 
ebfervation which we took to-day. To the W. it is defended 
by a reef of rocks, and the high land to the northward and 
eaftward, would fecure it from a ftorm in thofe points. ‘There 
is water enough within for the largeft fhips; but it 1s very un- 
certain, whether they could gain admittance within the reef 
that guards this coaft. It is not always that we difcern that 
reef to the weftward of us ; but there is every reafon to imagine, 
that we are ttill failing within it; and that the rocks are only 
more funken in thofe places, where the fea is not feen to break 
wpon them. It was accident alone, that brought the Adventure 
through this reef before our arrival at Yambo; and it would 
be the fame chance, that would fteer a veffel of her burden into 
this bay, clear of the dangers which impede the paflage. 

To atone, in fome meafure, for the want of exercife in our 
prefent fituation, we make a practice of going into the water 
regularly before fun-fet. The coves we lie in, are very conve- 
nient for this purpofe; and we find great benefit, as well as re- 
frefhment, from the falt water, 


FRIDAY, a2oth June. 


We weighed at day-break, and ftood out to fea, with the wind 
atN.N. W. At7zA.M. we faw the ifland ‘of Hafana, bear- 
ing about N. N. W. at the diftance of eight leagues. At 
eight, we ran by a funken rock, above three leagues from the land ; 
and at the fame time we difcerned breakers upon our lee-quarter, a 
league further in the fea. At ten we tacked with the wind at W. 
and ftood along the coaft, At-eleven we came among a number of 
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‘breakers, that extend three or four leagues into the fea. Our pilot 
appears to be well experienced in this navigation. He difplayed his 
dexterity to-day, by running us through narrow channels, and 
almoft brufhing the rocks to the windward of the boat. This is 
as dangerous a part as we have feen of this coaft ; nor would it be 
poffible for a fhip, without an Arabian pilot on board, to fteer 
through this net of rocks and fhoals, except by a miracle. 

We proceeded under an eafy fail for fome hours. The weather 
was remarkably hot, and we were expofed, as ufual, to all the rage 
of a vertical fun. But we had the fatisfaction to refleét, that we 
were gaining fomewhat on our way. And this ferved to alleviate 
the inconveniences to which we are fubjected by our fituation. 
The fatisfaction, however, was tranfient. The wind headed us 
at two o'clock, and we were obligedto run into fhore by another 
boat, which is faid to be bound for Suez. We had the mortifica- 
tion ftill not to keep the ground which we had fo happily attain- 
ed. The pilot did not like the birth, and ran back again to the 
fouthward, in fearch of another. It is impoffible to portray the 
countenances which we exhibited during this maneuvre, We 
could not contain our vexation, and remonftrated. pretty. warmly 
with the pilot, on his fporting with our good fortune, and throw- 
ing away the advantages which we fo feldom obtained. He lent a 
deaf ear to our complaints ; and went near a league, before we ar~ 
rived at the bay where he intended to pafs the night. Here we 
came toon areef, at 4 P. M. and found the water not deep enough 
to admit veflels of any burthen. Our obfervation at noon brobght 
us into the latitude of 24° 46/N. The wind was moderate all 
night from the N. W. 
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SATURDAY, aift June, 


We were rouzed at three this morning by the boat getting under 
way. Our beds take up the breadth of the boat, and were we 
ever fo much overpowered with fleep, the trampling of the ma- 
riners’ feet upon our bodies, would foon chafe away all inclina- 
tions of that nature. There was a light breeze from the land, 
and the moon being at her full juft before it fprang up, flatters our 
hopes of more favorable winds for fome days tocome. We went 
eafily along until day-break, when the high land of Hafana ap- 
peared, bearing N. W. at the diftance of fix leagues. This ifland 
is in the form of a fugar-louf, and rifes like an exhalation from 
the fea. Ato A. M. a fine breeze fprung up from the S. E. and 
at moon we anchored in a fnall bay, off the northernmost point of 
Hafana. Weweremuch out of humor at this delay, but found 
it impoffible to prevent the Arabs ftopping, for purpofes unknown 
to us. Itts an hardhip on us, to lofe the benefit of a fair wind, 
with a month's provifion and wateron board. But we are obliged 
ro confider the refohutions of thefe people as law, in every thing 
that refpetts tie management of the boat. 

The land of Hafana is a barren rock, inhabited only at parti- 
cular feafons, when the natives from the continent bring off wood, 
water, and provifions, for the canveniency of vefiels that pafs to 
and fro. “hey ered temporary habisations for their families, and 
live ‘chiefly upon the fith ‘with which this coaft abounds. This 
iBand isnot more than two leaguds tony, and about half as broad. 
It lies abont three leagues from the main, andin.the liatitade of 25° 
3'N. by this day’s obfervation. Here we found three boats, bound 
Hikewife for Suez. They mean to join us to-morrow, in order to. 
pafs the clufter of iflands that lies to the northward of this. This 
we learn from our nokidah ; who. affures us that the Buddoos, or 
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wild Arabs, infeft thofe parts, and make no fcruple to attack a 
fingle boat. It was one reafon for his calling here, if we are to 
take his word ; and though we hold ourfelves ftrong enough to 
venture fingly through this fea, all argument and difpleafure on 
our fide, are equally vain. 

The wind blew brifkly from the S. E. the remainder of the day, 
and continued in the fame'quarter until we retired to ret. The 
lofs of time did not add more to our difcentent, than did the in- 
dolence and phlegm of our Arabs. 


SUNDAY, 22d funs. 


Our nokideh and pilot both lay afhore laft night, fo that i¢ 
was not practicable for us to have failed, had our inclinations only 
been confultesd. A land breeze came off from the N.E. about 
an hour before day-break, and at 6 A. M. we fent Ibrahim afhore 
to haften our people. He returned with an anfwer, that the 
other boats were not ready, and that it was fruitlefs to urge the 
neceflity of our affairs, or to expect their departure a moment be~ 
fore their owa. time. 

It is more than probable, that the fnow Aurora was. wrecks 
edon the back of this iflaad in the month of December; a cir- 
cumftance which has beem alreqdy noticed in this work. The 
captain’s journal places the ifland in this latitude; and we have 
fufficient proofs of a wreck being in this neighborhood. The 
beach is covered with a number of * teak-timbers, knees, °and 
bolts of a veflel; and a fine Englifh-built cutter hes upon the 
ftrand, which is new, and in good repair. 


* The teak-tzee is a native of India, and its timber refembles ask fo much, that 
it is ufed throughout the Esft for thip-building. It is thought to furpafs oak in point 
of duration. 
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At nine we weighed, in company with five boats, and ftood to 
the eaftward, with little or no wind. At tena fine breeze fprung 
up from the S. W. and we ran by a number of fhoals and breakers 
to the windward of us, that are four or five leagues from the 
main, At eleven we pafled a fandy ifland, from which there ap- 
pears to ftretch a conneéted line of breakers to the ifland of Ha- 
fana. Within this line we have made our run to-day. At 2 P.M. 
we anchored to the eaftward of the ifland of Harama, which lies 
about fix Ieagues to the northward of Hafana. We had no ob- 
fervation at noon, but we conclude it from our reckoning to be 
in the latitude of 25° 20’N. This is a low fandy ifland, extend- 
ing about two miles in length, and half a mile in breadth, and 
fituated about a league from the main. There are a few huts 
near the place we are anchored at, which ferve to fhew the po- 
verty of the inhabitants, and that we have little to fear from 
them, though we perceive that there are boats belonging to the 
ifland. . 

From this day’s navigation we are convinced, that no fhip can 
approach this part of the coaft of Arabia, with any degree of fe- 
curity; as the fea is all along foul with thoals and rocks, and we 
frequently faw breakers to windward of us, which could not be 
lefs than fix or feven leagues from the land. The wind was va- 
riable during the night, but blew chiefly from the weftward, 


MONDAY, 234 ‘Jon. 


We weighed at day-break, after taking on board a couple of 
fheep, which we purchafed here for three dollars. each. There 
was a brifk breeze from the E. N. E, with which we ftood along 
the coaft. At feven o'clock we paffed the fmall ifland of Abu- 
mellie, which is furrounded by breakers. Here we difcovered an 
Arab family afhore, and a boat put off with fome of the men, to 
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_vifit our people. This ifland is bare of every thing but a few 
bufhes, and does not lie half a league from the main. At cight 
the wind came round to N. which obliged us to ftand out more 
to fea. Our bark is, indeed, a prime failor, and no veilel 
which we have met with, can keep pace with her. But this 15 
rather a difadvantage to us, as our pilot daily foregovs the fuperi- 
ority he has gained, to keép company with the other boats. He 
now inclined more tothe weftward than was neceflary. His in- 
tention was evidently to loiter for our conforts. We cannot pre- 
vent the delay which this plan myft occafion, during our difa- 
greeable voyage. Our Arabs feem refolved to grant their coun- 
trymen the protection which our company may afford them ; 
and at the fame time, they are not wanting to perfuade us, that 
our fecurity confifts in going together. 

The run to-day has been very clear, and the coaft appears more 
fertile, than we have feen it on this fideof Mocha, At 2 P.M. 
we tacked and ran into fhore. To our great difappointment, we 
could nu: weather a bluff point ahead; and the pilot ran back 
near a league, before he could find a fecure birth. At length he 
came to, on a reef clofe to the fhore before four o’clock, where 
we were prefently joined by two of our fleet. We could get no 
obfervation at noon, on account of the high land to the fouth- 
ward; but, by our reckoning, we take the place which we now 
lie in, to be in the latitude of 25° 38’ N. / 

We had more exercife for our phyfical {kill this evening. There 
isa boy lying fick of a fever, on board one of the boats near us ; 
and.on application for relief, we fent him fome cooling draughts, 
to be repeated according to the directions which we received. 
But fome bowls of weak tea, which the boy more readily took, 
produced an immediate perfpiration, and feem more likely to 
promote his recovery. Our fuccefs will not fail to recommend us 
to the Arabs. The wind blew from thé $. W. a great part of the 
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TUESDAY, 24th Jung. 


We got under fail at day-break, with a ‘fine breeze from the 
Jand, in company with the two boats. The other three appear- 
ing above a league aftern. We kept about half a league from 
the fhore, but found the water fo thallow, that we hold it im- 
poflible the annual Judda fhip fhould go to Suez in this track. 
There were breakers the whole way, fome leagues without us. 
Several fandy iflands are fcattered about this part. of the coaft, 
which are laid down in the chart. The fhore is now covered 
with underwood, and interfperfed with date-trees ; but no inha- 
bitants have came into view. 

At 8 A. M. the wind died away, and our crew took to their 
oars and rowed out to fea, in hopes of meeting with the fea- 
wind. The channels here, in many places, will fcarcely admit 
our boats between them ; and the rocks around us, ftand out of 
the water, and are covered with the largeft birds which were 
ever ften. The Arabs call them Meriah. They have a pro- 
digious long bill and long legs, which enable them to catch fith 
in near a fathom water. The current feems to be for us, but 
we have no opportunity to try it. At nine we came up with 
the fouthernmoft point of the ifland of Naaman, which is laid 
down in the chart in 26°6‘north; with fands about it. But 
this we find to be an error. The ifland begins ih the latitude 
of z¢° so! and extends te 26% 6‘ north ; and although at a dif- 
tance, it might be taken fora number of different iflands, on a 
nearer view, it proves to be one contimucd Sand, ‘overfiown in 
feveral quarters at high water. We run between this ifland 
and the main, through’ very clear and deep water, with a ftrong 
breeze at W. 5. W. Latitude per obfervation 25° 50’ 

At 3P. M. we opened a cove within a reef of rocks, and 
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anchored clofe on the Arabian coaft, where one of our fleet had 
already arrived. The reft we fairly ran out of fight to-day, ex- 
cept a boat of our own fize, commanded by our pilot's brother ; 
which ftopped at Naaman to procure a fupply of wood. By ow 
reckoning, we take our anchoring-place to be in the latitude of 
26° north. -At fun-fet our nokidah weighed his anchor, and ran 
out into deeper water, to prevent a furprize from the wild 
Arabs, who frequent this neighborhood. The other boat fol- 
lowed our example. There were calms and light airs the wholc 
night. 


WEDNESDAY, esth June 


We weighed our anchor at day-break, with a light breeze 
from the land. The two boats were in company, and we went 
under an eafy fail for fome hours. At 8 A. M. a fine gale 
fprung up from the fouthward, and agreeably quickened our- 
courfe. We ran by feveral fandy iflands, within a league and 
an half of the main, and in. fpite of the hot weather, entertained 
our imaginations with the fairnefs of the wind, and the novelty 
of the navigation. We had been a fortnight on board yetter- 
day, and though we were. advanced not a third of the diftance 
to Suez, we-had the fatisfaction to reflect, that we had gained: 
ali our ground in the laft four or five days. For the fieft week 
our progrefs had been delayed by the misfortune of our com- 
pamton, and the ftrength of contyary winds. The winds are now 
variable, wd promife to be fo until the change of the moon. if 
enty depends upon our Arabs, to improve the occafion which 
fortune prefents 0 us.. 

‘On dowre of the iflands which we jpafied, were + feverdl birde, 
larger even than ‘tho we.faw yelterday, We pofttively mif- 
wok then for.men. at a difiance, wading ia the fea; and one 
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of them was fo bold, as not to be feared at a fhot, which was 
fired at it flom our boat. At rr A. M. the wind veered round 
to the weflsaid, and our pilot thought fit to run under the 
lee of a findy ifland, where the other boats foon came to, like- 
wife. With this wind we might have gone a great way fur- 
ther to the northward, were we not in a manner fhut up 
among fhoals and rocks, by keeping fo clofe to the fhore. By 
our obfervation this ifland is in the latitude of 26° 7’ north. 

Here our people gathered a quantity of eggs, which the 
birds lay upon the fandy reefs. They tcll us thefe eggs are 
well-tafled and wholefome; but we are not driven to fuch 
ftreights, as to be obliged to put up with all kinds of food. 
The boy is much mended in his fever, and entertains a great 
opinion of the virtues of tea. There were light airs from the 
fouthward, and calms, during the night. 


THURSDAY, 26th June. 


We got under fail at day-break, in company with the two 
boats. The wind was at S, E. and we ran eafily for fome hours, 
through very foul water, with fandy iflanis on each fide of us. 
At g A. M. we came to, under a {mall ifland; where our noki- 
dah tells us we muft wait for the reft of the fleet, in order to 
pafs fome iflands ahead, which are haunted by piratical Arabs. 
The caution of this man begins to communicate itfelf to our 
minds, Were there not fome danger lurking near us, he could 
not be fo uniform in his behavior, or fo folicitous for the 
junction of the beats behind us. As the wind frefhens from 
the fouthward, we have hopes that the reft of the fleet will join 
us in a few hours. But this is little confolation to perfons in 
our fituation, who are anxious to conclude our voyage, and are 
obliged to forego a fair wind in a contrary monfoon, This 
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ifland is about four leagues from the main, and by our obferva.~ 
tion, is in the latitude of 26° 8' N. There is a puseft dwells 
upon it, called Morbeck, to whofe cell our Arabs are gone, to 
pray for a fair wind, ‘at a time that they are trifling one away! 
To the fouth of this ifland there is a remarkable rock, which ap- 
pears at a diftance, like a fion couchant. One of the boats 
is anchored by us, the other is gone to the continent to cut 
wood. 

At noon we difcovered two boats to the fouthward, and be- 
fore 2 P. M. we were joined by all the fleet, except one boat 
which is a bad faitor, and lags behind. We immediately got 
under fail, and ftood to the N. W. with a fine fea breeze. We 
ran brifkly through deep and clear water, until paft four o'clock, 
when the wind coming round to the northward of weft, the 
whole fleet fteered into fhore, and anchored clofe on the Arabian 
coaft. The hindermoft boat came up within a mile of us, fo 
that we are now fix fail-in company. This place, by our ac- 
count, lies in the latitude of 26° 16’N. 

We had fearcely come to am anchor, when we difcovered ca- 
mels and a number of wonter roving towards us. They proved 
to belong to a wandering tribe of Arabs, who are wont to come 
down ina friendly manner, to fell theep and water to veffels 
that touch on the coaft. Their appearance was truly miferable ; 
and we could perceive but little difference between the human 
and brute creation, ‘whom nature had bred in this defart region. 
Their watts, their appetites, and their infenfibility, bore an ‘in- 
timate refemblance together. And they were as much below 
our envy, as above our‘compaffion. Light airs from the weft 
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FRIDAY, 27th Jungs. 


We were difturbed in our firft fleep, by the fleet of boats get- 
ting under way at one this morning. There was a light breeze 
from the land, and with the help of our oars, ws made a {hift 
to go between two and three knots an hour. Our run was thraugh 
very foul and fhallow water. At 11 A. M. we paffed a fandy 
ifland, which is lofty, and makes like the ruins of a caftle ftand- 
ing in the water: the fides perpendicular and appearing like 
walls, and at one end, the face refembling a decayed tower. 
The rocks in this {ea are often thrown inte fantaftic fhapes. 
Some we have feen like hoats undey fail, and fome like animals 
and men. 

A fine breeze.now fprung up from the $. W. and at noon we 
ran by another ifland, fandy like the former, and lying within 
four leagues of the main. By our abfervatian, this ifland is in 
the latitude of 26° 26'N. From hence we continued our courfe 
through clear and deep water, until 3 P. M. when the wind 
heading us, we fraod into fhors, to fetch cur pilot’s brother, 
whofe boat got the fart of us to-day, and had come to an 
anchor under the land. This was the boat that went for wood 
yefterday, and we were aftonifhed to fee a fine timber on board, 
which fhe had picked up afhore. It is. of teak, and being about 
30 fect long, we conjecture it to be one of the beams of the un- 
forsunate Aurora, which the fea hasicalt up again. The Arab 
thinks to get a good price for it, at Some of the ports in this 
fea. 

This place;:-by.eur seckoning,. ds in the latitude of 26° 36’ N. 
‘Here we found an, opening. inthe land, which difclofed a very 
deep and romantic valley, where the fea, at times, appears to 
flow in to a confiderable depth. The fame chain of mountains 
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fill continues within land, that we have traced froin Yambo. 
They only vary in the line, which in fome places, approaches 
nearer to the coaft than in others. Four of our fleet not being 
able to reach us, bore away for anchoring-ground, which is not 
in fight. This is ao fmall mortification te us, who ‘will be un- 
der the neceflity of waiting for them. The wind blew from the 
weitward during the night.° 


SATURDAY, 28th June. 


There was a fine breeze fprang up from the land before day- 
break, but we did not weigh, im expectation of being joined by 
the other boats. At s P. M. they came in view, but the force 
of the wind was fpent, and we failed with little or no wind. 
At 8 the wind came round to the N. W. and began to blow fo 
frefh, that our pilot was fain toxvun under a reef of breakers, 
which lies more than three leagues from the main. Here our 
pilot's brother was abready arrived, but none of the reft of the 
fleet could come up. Our fituation is very eligible. We are here 
defended from the violence of the weather, and ‘are ready to flip 
out, thowld the wind veer again to the eaft or fouth quarters. 
As we advance on our voyage, we have daily freth matter of 
furprize, anddekold the intricacies of a navigation, which we 
had no idea could: exit in-any comer of the globe, By oar ob- 
fesvation, thi reef is in the latitede of 26" 40’ N. Cape Seliah 
bears duc north, at the diftance of fix leagues. 

‘Fhis &a abounds with the large motiter~of-peatt-oyfters ; and 
our sukidah to.day gave us @ proof of His agility, by jumping 
out of the boat-whien under fail,end bringing up one of thefe 
oy fers ta tw fathom wearer, in tite to catch 9 Yepe from the 
bost’s quatter. Whele fellows’ dexterity in-fithing cannot be 
fuficiently admired; and wherever we are, we may depend 
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upon our mafter for a difh of excellent fifh, At low water 
the reef appears fome feet above the level of the fea, and our 
table wa. not unprovided with its ufual fervice. This circum- 
{tance is vcry favorable to this coafting voyage; as, whatever 
other hardfhips they may endure, the want of provifion is not 
felt by the mariners. 

There were hard gales all day from the N. W. fo that we 
could not quit our ftation. As the moon enters into her laft 
quarter to-day, this contrary wind betides us no good, and we 
apprehend there will be no change until the new moon. We 
are become very fkilful in the influences of this planet ; but how 
are they to be pitied, whofe fuccefs depends upon fo inconftant 
a power! The weather was more moderate during the night. 
The wind in the fame point. 


SUNDAY, 2gth June: 


At half paft fix this morning a light breeze came off the land, 
and flattered us to leave our ftation, We weighed in company 
with the other boat, and ftood to the N. N. W. but the wind 
fhifting fuddenty to the W. N. W. and an ugly fwell being againft 
us, before we had got a league, both the boats were obliged to 
tack, and run back to their former birth under the reef. Here 
we were joined by three more of our fleet atg A.M. They 
had Juckily, made fuch a ftretch to fea, ag to be able to reach this 
reef, when the wind, to the weltward.: Fhere was now 
but one miffing boat, and, at’ iy we difcovered her at anchor 
upon the reef,, about.a teague to the fouthward. Our fears of 
the weather are, now. confirmed. We ‘suit’ look for delays for 
fome days to comes. which, joltied to fome circumftances of 
our fituation, call forth all our fortitude to combat with cheer- 
fully. 

The 


f ror ]j 


The weather was very tempeftuous, and there were frequent 
gales from the N.W. during the day. The night was more mo- 
derate ; but we had a difturbance of another nature on board 
our boat, which alarmed us at firft, but turned out to be a ludi- 
crous, rather than a ferious adventure. 

Befides our nokidah and pilot, there is another Arab on board, 
as I have faid before. ‘The reft of the crew are Abyffinians. 
During the firft watch at night, which it was my turn to keep, 
this Arab, who was talking with his companions, fuddenly fel} 
upon the deck in the ftern of the boat, and to all appearance, 
was feized with a convulfive fit. We were immediately in mo- 
tion, and offered to adminifter fuch relief to him, as we had 
feen practifed in the fame cafes. But our aftonifhment was 
great, when we found the Arabs would not permit any afliftance 
to be given him. They declared, that he was only difordered 
in mind, and that an evil {pirit poffefled him, who could only 
be expelled by the force of prayer. Accordingly the nokidah 
began to pray over him aloud, while two men held the un- 
happy creature down, to prevent, as they faid, the ill effects of 
the temporary influence which over-ruled him. They told us 
ftories of men in this fituation, who committed murder, and 
every other act of defperation. This idea appeared fo extrava~ 
gant to us, that we treated, it with ridicule ; and could not but 
pity the ignorance af.a people, who were fuch flaves to fuperfti- 
tion. The notion was certainly imbibed from the demoniacs of 
Paleftine, who are mentioned in the New Teftament. We,have 
fcriptural authority. to believe their exiftence at a certain period. 
But to fuppofe they have ftill liberty to enter into human bodies, 
and that man has the fame power, as our Saviour poffeffed over 
fupernatatal beings, are tencts worthy of a weak and unen- 
lightened ,zaind.~ We were much furprized,, however, at the 
length of. the fit, which continued between twa and three hours; 
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and, from the ftrong agitations of his body, left the Arab in a. 
ftate of imbecillity for the reft of the night. But the devil was 
at length exorcifed, and the nokidah remarked to us with tri- 
urmph, the great efficacy of prayer! 


MONDAY, goth Junz. 


We weighed at fix this morning, in company with the four 
boats, with alight breeze from the N. N. E. The other boat 
ftood after us-at a diftance. Our run to-day was through very 
deep and clear water, and, by the long and ugly fwell which 
tumbled in upen us from the N. W. we conjeCture there is no 
reef of rocks without this part of the coaft, and that a large 
veffel might ftand in, without danger. Latitude, per obfervation, 
26° 44'north. At twelve o'clock the wind hauled round to the 
N, W. and the whole fleet tacked and ftood into fhore. At 
1 P, M. we ran into a fmall inlet, defended from the fea by a 
reef, and hooked ourfelves to a rock, within two fathoms of 
the beach, Here we were joined by the reft of the flect, ex- 
cept one hoat which cannot keep up. 

As we came in here, our nokidah told us to prime our fire- 
arms, and prepare ourfelves for the reception of the wild 
Arabs. He had fearcely fpoken, when our old pilot leaped into 
the water and fwam afhore, and with all the agility. of youth, 
afconded an eminence that juts into the: Ska, Ww. ‘tearn if there 
was any immediate danger. This inlet ogens into a valley, on 
each fide of. which we have planted acentinel. The: has 
refumed its barren appeapante, and yields only = ~wood, 
with which our fleet have fupplicd: themitives. This place is 

called Jebul, or Mount Lebel, and-fy our reckoning, Hes in the 
latitude of 26° 46‘ north, 

About half an hour after our arrival, a man and. woman 
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came down to us in a friendly manner, and affured us we had 
nothing to fear, as there were no buddogs in that ncighbor- 
hood at prefent. But our Arabs pay little attention to this 
information ; and are fo fufpicious of this ftation, that we 
doubled our watch during the night, and perhaps, would have 
made an enemy repent of an intrufion at fuch a feafon. The 
weather was moderate during the night, but the wind ftill re- 
mained in the N. W. quarter. 


TUESDAY, 1f Jury. 


We got under way at half paft one this morning, with a 
light breeze from the land, in company with the four boats. We 
ftood along fhore with fails and oars, until 7 A. M. when the 
wind heading us, we made a ftretch out to fa. At cight we 
tacked with the wind at weft, and ftoad to the northward, At 
nine we pafied a little fandy ifland, about two leagues from the 
main. At ten we ran clofe by a reef of rocks, about half a 
league further in the fea. There was no fwell to-day, which 
we attribute to our being within fhoals and reefs, and we faw 
a rock fome leagues without us. But this may be owing to the 
nature of narrow {eas, where a fwell foon rifea, and as foon fub- 
fides, as the wind frefhens or moderates. 

We fetched as high as we could on the Arabian fhore, and at 
noon anchored in fmooth water, where three of the boats foon 
joined us. The pilot's brother is a better failor than wey and 
is anchored at leaft a league ahead. By our obfervation we aie 
in the latitude of 26° s6’north. The coatt is not fo hilly here, 
and our people are lefs apprehenfive of a furprize. The wind re- 
mained at NW. W.' during ret of the day, but fo moderate, 
that we have great hopes of variable winds, if not a total change, 
at the new moon, which now approaches, We have only run 
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half the diftance between Yambo and Suez ; but a few days of 
a foutherly wind would do our bufinefs. There were light airs 
from the land in the night. 


WEDNESDAY, 2d Juny. 


We weighed at day-break with a breeze from ‘the land, in 
company with the three boats. We ftodd clofe in with the 
fhore, and went through fmooth and fhallow water until 9 A. M. 
when the wiefd coming round to the N. W. we made a ftretch 
out to fea, tacked, and weathered a fandy ifland ahead, where 
our pilot's brother lay to hig veflel for ws. ' ‘This Mand, by our 
reckoning, liés in the latitude of 27°1' north, and has a reef 
of breakers, extending forhe leagues beyond it to the N. W. It 
is only inhabited by birds, of which’ we faw an amazing number 
on the fhore. At eleven the wind heading “us, we ran into the 
Arabian fhore, arid at noon anchored in a cove, furrounded by 
high mountains, which rife perpendicular from the fea. Here 
we found the pilot's brother, and were foon joined by the three 
other boats. Our fet now confifts but of five boats, the other 
having ‘béeni totally feparated from us. 

This cove is called Maraut by the Arabians, and by our ob- 
fervation, lies in the latitude of 27° 3/north. We have reafon to 
think ‘that Ras, or Cape Sellah, whith is taid down in the charts 
in 27°’ north is twenty miles to the fourhward, tid ‘tite ‘farid in 
27° d8es not form! a’capid. We have" oll’ pilot's authority, as 
well as our own’ dbfertution, for this ‘reniitk. 

Towards the evening fome ‘natives came down, with about a 
dozen camels loaded with waiter. We Wett" at too great a dif- 
tahee to be in danger of a farprize, ‘and “fent our people athore 
to repienifh our caiks, which, ‘with all our care, began to be low. 
Here we likewife provided ourfélves with firewood; and are told 
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there is a {pring of water near the beach, which is the firft we 
have met with on this coaft. It is, however, fo very brackith, 
that nothing but neceflity could induce any one to drink it. 
Our nokidah returned, with a branch of a very fragrant fhrub. 
It grows wild among the rocks, and differs in appearance 
and fmell, from any fpecies that we know of. The vicinity of 
the natives made us doublé our watch during the night, which 
was calmer than ufual. 


THURSDAY, 3d Jury. 


We got under way at day-break, with little or no wind; but 
with our oars, we made a fhift to creep on at the rate of a knot 
an hour. The four boats in company. At 9 A.M. the wind 
came from the N. N. W. with which we made a ftretch out to 
fea. We foon found that we could make nothing of it, and at 
ten we tacked and ftood into the land. We faw an ifland ahead 
about four leagues to the northward, which we take to be the 
ifland of Sufcha, as our chart names it, though our pilot calls it 
Shaur. By our obfervation at noon, we were in the latitude of 
27° g'north. Our run to-day has been through deep and clear 
water, and as we have not obferved any reefs or fhoals without 
us, we have reafon to think a fhip might ftand clofe into the 
Arabian coaft in this latitude. This is, in fact, but a matter 
of opinion, founded upon fuch evidence, as the reader has before 
him. We are neither mafters of our time, nor the motiozs of 
our veffel, and our remarks can only arife from a fuperficial 
view of things. 

At: P. M. we anchored under a point of land on the main, 
which we take, by our reckoning, to be in the latitude of 27° 12’ 
nosth. From hence we faw another ifland, bearing to the weft- 
ward of Shaur. We are now approaching to the {cenes of dan- 
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ger, with which we have been fo long amufed by our Arabs ;: and - 
have fome hopes that we fhall not be-awaked to the reality:of our 
apprehentions. We were foon joined by the reft of our’ little 
fleet. The wind blew from the N. W. during the day, but very 
moderately. 

‘Towards the.clofe of the evening, we difcovered a apie of wo- 
men and {ome camels in the country, with the help of our gtaffes. 
This was fufficient to put us more upon our guard, to prevent 
our being furprized by thefe roving tribes. There were calms and 
Night airs from the northward, for the firft part of the night. 


FRIDAY, 4th jouer 


. We weigtied atone A. M. with a light breeze from the land, 
wr company with the other boats, “At fix a fine breeze (prung up 
from the S. E. with which we ftood: along the: Arabian. coaft. At 
eight we ran by the ifland of Shaur.or Sufcha, whofe fhores 
are very fteep, and refemble decayed. walls at a.diftance. This 
land is about two leagues in length, lies about two leagues 
from the main, 4nd’. by our, reckoning, is in the latitude of 27° 
zo'N. A reef of breakers extend from the ifland to the N. W. 
on which. we faw: the. wreck. of the annual Judda fhip, {aid to have 
been loft here in a gale of wind in the year 1774, on her way to 
Suez, Her. ftem:and ftern, and many-of her ribs, ill appear 
above the water,. and pronounce:her to:hque. heen of prodigious 
magsitude. Indeed, the accounts of shie-dirabian galleon’s bur- 
den, are fo extravagant; ° ‘chat ite “maght: feet to offend credibility 
to repeat them... 1 hall: only obferve, that the fails from Judda 
i the. month of March, ‘and. by following: ‘the: ‘track which’ we 
have gone, .as :nearas pofiible, ‘the: is. generally fifty days, of two 
montis, on her voyage ta Suez.: ‘and; as it- has® happened ‘this 
year, from fome accident or other, fhe fometimes. gets no farther 
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than Tor. To fail in the performance of {fo fhort a voyage, ‘in 
the méft favorable feafon of the year, would be an incxplicable 
circumftance to a mariner, unacquainted with the navigation of 
this extraordinary coaft. ‘To us, who are no ftrangers to the 
courfe, the wonder is, how a veffelof her great burden and un- 
wieldy ftruéture, can accomplifh the paffage at all. 

At 40 A‘M. the wind hauled round to the weftward, and we 
ftood N. N. W. until eleven, when all the fleet bore away for the 
land. After we had paffed the ifland of Shaur, an ugly fwell 
came tumbling upon us from the N.W. Our 1un to-day was 
through fhallow water, until we reached Shaur; but we found 
very deep water between the ifland and the main. At noon we 
anchored under a reef of rocks, above two miles from the Ara- 
bian coaft. Latitude, per obfervation, 27° 28'N. There is a pro- 
digious high mountain inland, fome leagues to the northward of 
us, on the top of which are two remarkable fpires, that refemble 
a bull’s horns. We faw a fire afhore, but no people, The wind 
was W. all day, and part of the night. 


SATURDAY, sth Jury. 


‘We weighed before one this morning, witha light breeze-from 
theland. The other boats were in company. At day-break the 
wind came round to the S.E. with which we ftood along the 
fhore. There was an heavy {well from the N. W. which confider- 
ably impeded our progrefs. Our run to-day was through clear and 
deep water, We looked out ahead for Mount Sinai, and ftood on 
until noon, when the wind fhifting to the weftward, we tacked, 
and the whole fleet {tood into the land. Our latitude, per obferva- 
tion, was 297° 49°N. We now difcovéred a large town ahead, which 
our Arabs call Moilah. There is little doubt but it is the fame 
place, which our chart efroneonfly lays down in 27° N. about 50 
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miles to the fouthward. We faw an ifland to the N. W. which 
our pilot tells us is Sanafir. At 1 P.M. we plainly difcerned the 
high land, which we take to be adjacent to Cape Mahomet, bear- 
ing W.N.W. At three the wind veering round to the W. the 
whole ficet anchored within a reef of rocks to the northward of 
Moilah, and about one league and an half from the fhore. 

The mountain mentioned yefterday with the remarkable top, 
lies behind this town, which appears through our glafles to be a 
regular fortification, of a fquare figure. Our nokidah gives the 
inhabitants a very bad character, and tells us a ftory of their re-~ 
cently feizing, and plundering a Judda boat, which put into the 
road through ftrefs of weather. At fun-fet, the fhore to the N. 
of the gulf of Akaba bore W. by N. Cape Mahomet we take to 
bear due weft, as we have entered the gulf. By our reckoning, 
this reef is in about the latitude of 27° 58’N. The wind conti- 
nued at W. the remainder of the day. 

When the evening clofed in, all the boats run out into fix fa- 
thom water, on account of the vicinity of Moilah, of which place 
our Arabs have avery unfavourable opinion. After it was dark, 
we faw many fires on the Arabian fhore, but every thing remain- 
ed quiet during the night. The wind inclined towards the fouth- 
ward. 


SUNDAY, 6th Jozy. 


‘We got under way at two this Morning, in company with the 
other boats, with ‘the wind from the S.5.W. At day-break we 
jaw the ifland of Sanafir, bearing W. by N. at the diftance of four 
leagues and upwards. There are breakers without us, which pro-~ 
pably extend, with little interruption, from the ifland of Shaur to 
Sanafir. At 10 A.M. we'came up with the latter ifland, and 
came to, under it, to wait for fome boats which fail worfe than 
ours, 
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outs. This ifland is nothing but a high barren rock, and lies in 
the latitude of 28° 3'N. We faw aturtle-fhell on the beach, but 
could not procure a turtle here, or in any of the iflands we have 
paffed. At half paft ten we ftood to the northward, in company 
with the whole fleet, and on opening a ftrait that divides this 
ifland into two parts, we difcovered two boats at anchor under 
the land. On their percéiving u us, they ‘immediately got under 
fail, food towards us for a time, then flackened their fajl, and 
after having amtufed us for an hour and more, ran back into their 
former ftation. ‘ By thefe manceuvres we concluded them to be 
pirates, which was confirmed by their not anfwering the fignals, 
which were made them by the rear of our fleet. Our numbers 
only prevented their engaging’ us, and our Arabs bade us expect 
to fall in with more veffels of this kind. The thore of Sanafir is 
very bold, and would admit of a large fhip running clofe to it. 
At noon we faw the ifland of Tiran bearing due weft, and the 
ifand of Barkan N.W. ‘The wind was ftill at S.S. W. when we 
bere away for the ifland of Barkan. Thefe iflands are both laid down 
too far to the fouthward in the charts, as is the -coaft adjacent to 
Cape Mahomet. Latitude, per obfervation, 28° a! N. Atz2 P.M. 
the whole fleet anchored in a cove at Barkan. By running fo 
deep into this gulf, we could not ftand with this wind for Cape 
Mahomet, which muft bear S. W. of this ifland. We have here 
obtained a convincing proof of the neceffity, which boats are un- 
der to fail in fleets on this coaft, . Not more than five months 
ago, four boats from Suez to Judda, were plundered at this very 
ifland of Barkan by pirates, and fome Greek and Turkith paffen- 
gers cut off by thefe barbarians, This ftory was confirmed by the 
teflimony of fome of our fervants, who were afhore, and faw 
quantities of wheat and coffee {catered about the beach. The 
wirid hatited round t ta the S. E, at fun-f{et, but we did not move, 
the paffage'to the af being too hazardous, we find, to rifk in 
the 
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the dark. We were induced, from concurrent circumftances, to 
double our watch during the night; the beft part of which the 
wind was from the fouthward. 


MONDAY, 7th Jury. 


We weighed at four this morning, ‘in company with the other 
boats, with a light breeze from the S.E. At day-break faw a 
veffel fome leagues to the fouthward, ftanding as we did. At 
ten o'clock paffed an ifland within three leagues of the main, which 
our pilot tells us, is Tiran. This mformation .much ‘furprized 
us, asin our chart, Taran les fame leagues to the fouthward of 
Cape Mahomet, whereas, by our reckoning, this ifland lies in 
28° 15', which is confiderably to the northward of the given la- 
titude of the Cape. There is indeed an head-land to the north- 
ward of this ifland, which we took for Cape Mahomet; “but our 
pilot tells us, that the Cape bears S$. W. of us, at the diftance-of 
feven or eight leagues. By our run yefterday and to-day, the coaft 
from the Cape to the top of the gulf of Akaba, runs nearly N. 
and §. though our chart lays it down two points more wefterly, 
This is not the only miftake. This gulf is twice as broad as the 
chart makes it, or we have been failing on dry ground the whole 
day. Latitude, per obfervation, 28° 14'N. 

At 1 P.M. the wind hauled round -to the S.W. and all the 
fleet bore away to a reef of rocks that we had before paft, and 
anchored under them, within 3 or 4 leagues of the main. It is 
a mortification to as indeed, to be baffled in doubling the cape 
with a wind, which we have fo anxioufly wifhed for, and which 
is become foul inftead of being fair, by our having run up fo 
high into this gulf, when we might have ftood over direct from 
Moilah to Cape Mahomet. 


At 
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At fun-fet the wind, to our great joy, came round to the E.$.E. 
as it induced the-whole fleet to get under fail, which we had never 
before done at night - In weighing her anchor, the largeft boat 
among us was near driving upon the rocks. The wind blew frefh 
upon them, and it is probable fhe would have been ftranded in 
a few minutes, had not ore of our people fwam off to her in time 
with a’ rope, with which we towed her out of the danger that 
threatened ber. ‘By the advice of our nokidah, we primed our 
fire-arms anew, and fate up the whole night, to be the better 
prepared for the reception of the pirates, who, he affures us, are 
acciftomed to lutk in great numbers about Cape Mahomet. 
This was doubtlefs a troublefome circumftance, but our minds 
were fo taken up with our approach to the Gulf of Suez, that 
there was not room ‘left for difagreeable reflections. With the 
prefent wind we were in hopes of making the harbour of Tor 
fome time to-mortow, and if ‘a chance then appeared of our 
having a tedious ‘paflage by’ water, we refolved to proceed by land 
to Suez, as captain Dibdin’s officers had purpofed to do, which 
the removing of the cargo of’ the Judda fhip would, in all likeli- 
hood, afford us a good opportunity of effeGting. The night was 
ferene, and we ftood on with the coaft under an eafy fail. 


TUESDAY. 8th Jury. 


About two this morning the wind fhifted to the N. N. W. and 
we ftood to the weltward, at the rate of three knots an hour. We 
have left the reef of rocks behind us, or our Arabs would not go 
on fo boldly on a foul coaft. Jult before day-break we laid down, 
to take a fhort nap after our watching. By 7 A.M. we were 
awe," and’ pon’ tepotéhquiring for Cape Mahomet, were much fur- 
prized when'the pifot pointed it out to ug, bearing to the fouth- 
ward of us at the diftance of twelve or fourteen leagues. Our 
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difappointment was great at this information. We expected to. 
have rounded the Cape before this, and had recourfe to our chart, 
which only plunged us into frefh perplexity. 'We could only 
folve the difficulty by fuppofing, that we had gone much higher 
up the gulf of Akaba than we imagined ; and were now obliged 
to ftand to the fouthward, in order to double the Cape. At 
eight we opened a gulf, which they tell us, is the gulf of Akaba, 
and the head-land which we have come round, and took yefter- 
day to be Cape Mahomet, muft be the true ifland of Tiran. This 
coaft has been bolder than any other we have paffled; and what 
is remarkable, we did not fec a fhoal or breaker, the whole morn~ 
ing. 

Our latitude, per obfervation, was 27° 42"N. We were above 
half a degree to the fouthward of yefterday, and this tended to 
convince us, that we had been much deeper in the gulf of Akaba 
than we fufpected. We ftood W. and fometimes W. by S. as the 
wind permitted. At 1 P.M. we faw two fail to the fouthward, 
one of which our pilot fuppofes to have been the large boat, 
which parted company with us long fince. At two the wind 
fhifted again to’the fouthward, and all the fleet bore away for the 
land to the weftward of us. At five we anchored under a rocky 
ifland, within a league of the main, where we found q ftrange boat 
at anchor. None of the fleet, but the pilot’s brother, fetched 
this ifland befides; but we are told they will eafily join us when. 
the wind changes, Our vexation is infinite, that our fituation 
will not admit of our taking advantage of a foutherly wind. When 
we have doubled the Cape, we may look for this wind in vain. 
The pilot points it out to us, at. the diftance of three or four 
leagues, and talks of getting to Tori in the morning. 

Juft as the fun fet behind the'coalt we were upon, the ma- 
riners of the ftrange boat obferved a couple of turtles, fwimming. 
from the reef we lic on, and immediately rowed out.to fea after 
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thenr, -It is cOmnton to turti thefe animals upon’ their backs, 
when ‘they are afleep on thé furface of the water ; but it was a new 
thing to us, to fee them taken when awake, in their own element. 
We could.not but laugh-at the attempt, but we had foon reafon to 
condemn our own incredulity, The dexterity of the Arabs was 
equal to it. Orie of them jumped out of the boat with a rope in 
his hand, purfued, overtook, and after a ‘ftraggie under water, 
faftened a hook to the head of the largeft turtle in four fathom. 
It was,with equal facility, run up into the boat, and brought in 
triumph on board our veffel. This creature weighs ‘about two 
hundred weight, and will! furnifh a plentiful meal for the whole 
fleet. The wind kept to the fouth moft of the night. 


WEDNESDAY, gth Jury. 


The other boats came up to us at two this morning, when we 
weighed with a fine breeze from the N.W. , At three the gale 
encreafed fo much, as to fend us at the rate of fix knots an hour. 
This made us uneafy, as we doubted the poffibility, of doubling the 
Cape. When the day broke, we faw high land to our right, 
which we ftill took to be the Arabian coaft; as we had not, to 
our knowledge, parted with it. But as the fun fofe, we were not 
a Jittle aftonifhed at his fituation, which was quite the reverfe of 
what it ufed to be. Weloft no time in calling upon the pilot, to 
explain this phenomenon. He replied without emotion, that we 
had pafled the Cape during the night, and that Tor itfelf was a 
confiderable way behind us. We had no compafs on board, but 
from the fun’s pofition, we were certain that we were going to the 
fouthward. We could not divine the reafon of this, except that 
the bay in which Tor lies, was deeper than the chart defcribes it. 
This idea fatisfied us for awhile; and under this delufion we 
ftood on at the fame rate, fometimes doubting the fidelity of our 
Arabs, and fometimes hoping that we were in the right courfe. 

But 
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But we were at length awakened to a conviction of our fufpi. 
cions. By our obfervation at noon, we found ourfelves to be in the 
latitude of 26° 35'N. which is above a degree to the fouthward of 
what we were yefterday. The deceit was too glaring, to be fur- 
ther concealed from us. We had been looking out the whole 
morning for the Egyptian fhore, as the gulf of Suez is not teck- 
oned to be ten leagues in breadth. We were inftantly afcer- 
tained that we were upon the Egyptian fhore. It now ftruck us, 
that our boat was originally bound for Cofire, and that the vizier 
of Yambo had put us on board of her, for the fake of referving 
the major part of the freight to himfelf, which he actually did re- 
ferve, by the confeffion of the nokidah during the paffage. So that 
we got to Cairo, he did not care by what route. He had perform- 
ed the Xerif’s orders, in difpatching us from Yambo, and as there 
isa frequented track from Cofire to Cairo by the river Nile, it is 
a fufficient referve for the confcience of an Arab. The vizier had 
often preffed us to go by the way of Cofire, which we had as 
often rejected, from the idea of its being a more uncommon and 
dangerous road, than that by Suez; and as we were not compli- 
ant, he had thus tricked us into what we had determined to 
avoid, 

In this perfuafion, we charged our nokidah and pilot with per- 
fidy, and informed them, to their utter aftonifhment, that the 
fhore before us, was the Egyptian, and ‘that we were not many 
miles diftant from Cofire. Their ideas of navigation are entirely 
confined to the headlands and fhoals, which lie upon the coaft ; 
and to obtain a knowledge of our fituation from the quadrant,. 
was as new, as it was unintelligible to them. Their fear, how- 
ever, of our refentment, made thefe fellows at firft perfift, that we 
were bound for Suez ; to which falfhood they attefted by fwearinig - 
by their beards ; an oath the moft facred to Muffulmen. But 
what perjuries will not fear lead mankind into ? Their notions of 
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.Europeans taught them to dread a detetion of their behavior. 
Their ignorance gave them hopes of impofing this place upon us 
for Suez; and they apprehended that their lives would be the 
forfeit of a premature difcovery. It was now plain, that they 
had taken the advantage of the night before laft, to run over to 
the Egyptian coaft. They had never before failed in the dark, 
and they artfully contrived to deceive us, under cover of the 
night. All our difficulties were now folved. We had been led 
to miftake the gulf of Suez yefterday, for thatof Akaba. It was 
directly aftern of us when we awoke; and we did not difcove: 
that we had made a new fhore. We had not at that time, the 
moft diftant imagination of the treachery which was intended 
us. We were puzzled, indeed, to account for the courfe we 
kept ; but the fituation of the coaft might oblige us to change 
our direction ; and the affurances of the Arabs of our being 
near the Cape, perfeétly lulled us into a fatal fecurity. 

The pen would convey but a lifelefs picture of ou: feelings in 
this important crifis. A thoufand circumftances crowded upon 
our minds, to evince the cheat which had been put upon us. 
Several boats had left Yambo for Cofire, preceding our departure ; 
and we had been informed, that all boats bound for Cofire, were 
obliged to make Cape Mahomet at this feafon, before they 
ftretched over to the Egyptian fhore. The boats that we had 
joined, were actually thefe bound for Cofire ; and we had failod 
with them for above three weeks, under the belief of their being 
deftined for Suez. It is not fo wonderful, that incidents of this 
nature fhould have efcaped our notice. We mixed but little 
with the Arabs, and were fuch ftrangers to their language, that 
there was no occafion for their being upon their guard when 
they converfed before us. But Ibrahim, our interpreter, had no 
fach excufe for his want of difcernment. Moments there doubt- 
lefs were, when he might have fufpected their defign, if they had 
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addrefs enough to conceal it partly from him. We have no. 
doubts of his honefty ; but from the fimplicity he has betrayed 
in this matte, draw but a bad omen of his fervices in the enter~ 
prize before us. It is too late to hefitate upon the ftep we are 
to take. Refiftance is equally abfurd and vain. Neceflity, with 
all the force of a vortex, impels us forward. We cannot pre- 
tend to carry the boat to Suez, contfary to the inclinations of 
our mariners, and againft the northerly monfoon. We know 
Cofire to be under the Turkifh government, and immediately 
dependent on Cairo; and we have the vizier's pafs, to afford us 
a fafe-conduct to that place. We have no doubt of the virtue 
of this pafs, however we have been deceived by the perfon who 
gave it. He had the Xerif’s order to forward us to Suez; and 
after he has fo materially benefited by our purfes, we give him 
credit for an inclination to ferve us, by the means of his mafter’s 
fignet, which we know to be refpected in all Mahometan re- 
gions. 

Our minds were fomewhat relieved by thefe reflexions. We 
partook of the turtle at dinner with apparent cheerfulnefs; and 
even went fo far, as to adopt their own meafures, and exprefs to 
the Arabs our indifference, in regard to the port we were going 
to. In this difpofition we made the mofque of Cofire, without 
any other emotions, than what difappointment naturally excites 
in the human breaft. The toils and dangers which we had un- 
dergone, envenomed the ftings of that difappointment; and af- 
ter a‘month’s endeavors, we found ourfelves nearly in the fame 
fituation, as when we fet out from Yambo: not, indeed, fo far 
removed from Suez, but infinitely in more. uncertainty and 
diftrefs. 

At 7 in the evening we anchored in the harbor of Cofire; 
and find by the diftance which we have run, that the ifland we 
remained at laft night, was that of Shadwan, well knawn to the 
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.Englith veffels which: trade from India to Suez. As foon as it 
was dark, the nokidah went afhore, to advife the commandant 
of our arrival ; and to intereft him, as he affured us, in our be- 
half. To confefs the truth, we had not the profpe€t of paffing 
the moft agreeable night. Our fortune was wrapped up in 
doubt, dark as the fhades which enveloped the creation; and we 
anxioufly looked for the returning light, to difpel the obfcurity 
of the fcene ! 


Thus, Madam, have I at length conducted you to Cofire, in- 
ftead of the promifed port of Suez. In purfuing the courfe of 
this narrative, you have been fubjected, like the principal charac- 
ters, to the inconftancy of fortune; who, in imitation of the 
light ones of the fex, finds a pleafure in deceiving thofe the moft 
who afpire to the favor of her fmiles. I have frequently had 
occafion to diffent againft the well-known proverb of the Ro- 
mans, ‘‘ Fortune favors the brave,” though I am far from pre- 
tending, that the undertakers of this voyage, are an inftance of 
its fallacy. The fatigues that we have endured in a month’s 
cruize in an open boat, during the hotteft feafon of the Eaftern 
year, and the dangers that we have ran in exploring a wild and 
piratical coaft, were well ‘epcountered for the end we had in view. 
True fortitude is exalted by oppofition, and, like the fabled #in- 
teus, rifes with frefh vigor from fucceffive overthrows. The 
prefent moments, when our reception at this place, nay, ou 
very fafety, is precarious, are critical indeed, and teem with events, 
that may awaken curiofity, and excite the fufceptible breaft to 
regret the unfeafonable interruption of this narrative. 

If the foregoing fheets have the good fortune to meet with 

your 
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your approbation-—if they are adjudged to contain the unftudied 
touches of nature, and intereft the public in the fate of three 
unlucky travellers—TI fhall be tempted to renew the thread of our 
adventures, and recount the moft remarkable occurrences of our 
journey from Cofire to Alexandria. The novelty of the track 
will engage the reader, where bufinefs is deficient; nor can he 
wholly be at a Jofs for amufement, in a region fo untrodden, on 
a river fo celebrated as the Nile! 

It is a received maxim, that there is no incident in a man’s 
life, but from which he may derive fome inftrution. If I have 
icaped any advantage from the late f{cenes I have been engaged 
in, it is a ftock of philofophy, which has coft me no little pains 
in the acquifition ; and will, I truft, prove fufficient to fupport 
me in any trial, to which the lot of humanity may hereafter fub- 
ject me, But to my own fufferings may my indifference be con- 
fined! When I feparate my concerns from thofe of my fellow- 
creatures; when I become deaf to the call of diftrefs ; or behold, 
unmoved, the tear of contrition, may I be reje€ted by the more 
enlightened clafs of fociety, and chiefly by her, who is one of 
its firtt and brighteft ornaments 3 


I have the honour to be, 


MADAM, 
; Your's, &c. 
Cofire, in Upper Egypt, 
gth July 1777. 
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A 
SERIES OF ADVENTURES, &c. 
IN THE YEAR M.DCC.LXXVH. 


IN LETTERS TO &A LADY. 





LET TER II. 
MADAM, 


© prove as good as one’s word is the province of every 
honeft man, but more particularly will it be expected 
where inclination and duty go hand-in-hand. Whatever may be 
the fate of my former letter, the fpecious name of honor will 
infure the performance of my promife, and lead me into error 
under a miftaken notion of things. The man of honor fubmits 
his better judgment to the opinion of the multitude, and facri- 
fices his friend’s life or his own, to extend his reputation. In 
like manner, the author is betrayed by the fecret impulfes of 
vanity, and is fo tenacious of the empty applaufes of the croud, 
as to be {till rifking what little fame he may have acquired, in 
the purfuit of more. But you, Madam, have to anfwer for this 
tranfgreflion, and, though innocent of the intention, ase un= 
happily the caufe of a poor author adding to the number of 
his fins. There is doubtlefs matter enough in the pages which 
he has the honor to fubmit to your perufal ; but im refpect-to the 
manner, he only wifhes that he was poffeffed of your talent to 

excufe it to the world, 
There 
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‘here is a regret mingled with the pleafure I feel in retracing 
ny progrefs through a land, which has been renowned from the 
earlieft times, and is replete with the nobleft ruins of antiquity. 
Which gave birth to Cleopatra, and contains the afhes of Alex- 
ander! Fiom whence mufic boafts its divine origin, and on 
whofe mythology Homer formed the grounds of his immortal 
work! The parent of fcience! the nurfe of heroes! and the mo- 
nument, alas! of decayed greatnefs! Too fevere, O Egypt! 
has been thy lot ; too fevere an example doft thou afford of the 
inftability of human glory. It is in thy fchool that the proud 
fhould learn humility, the atheift religion; more inftruction will 
he gain in the review of thy fortune, than from the dreams of 
philofophers o: the leffons of divines. Here will he fee the in- 
vincible Sefuftris vanquifhed in his pofterity ; the public works 
through which he meant to hand down his name to lateft ages, 
yielded to the conqueror, Time ; and his once potent empire di- 
vided by the fword of infidels !—The fublime imagery of Shake- 
fpear rufhes to my mind on the contemplation of this awful {cene, 


‘“‘ The cloud-capt towers, the gorgeous palaces, 

“* The folemn temples, the great globe itfelf, 

“: Yea, all which it inherits, fhall diflolve,” 
be. &c. 


The faireft productions of art here bear the marks of bar- 
bardus rage, and ignorance ufurps the fields, where learning 
reared her column to the fkies. The far-famed Nile now rolls 
his ftream through lonely plains, and fullen laves the fhores, 
where freedom fmiled; which Love and which the Mule were 
wont to grace ! 

For the fake of a more familiar ftile, I have preferved the 
form of a diary in the following narrative. I deteft formality, 
and would facrifice a well-turned period for the appearance of 

eafe. 
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eafe. The reader who looks for conneéted accounts, Ciceronian 
epithets, and polifhed expreffions, in thefe rambling pages, will 
be greatly miftaken in the intention of the author; whofe higheft 
aim is to amufe the curious, and to touch the humane. Loofe 
hints, concife defcriptions, and unftudied details, fum up the 
chief parts of a work, which is merely publifhed to promote 
the interefts of humanity, ¢nd to afford a caution to the unwary 
traveller. There is one thing which he has moft reafon to fear 
will be objected to it, and that is, the want of the marvellous 
and furprizing, in a region fo involved among the fables of an- 
tiquity. 


THURSDAY, roth Jury. 


Cofire is fituated in 26° 20‘ north latitude, and is the fouthern- 
moft port on the coaft of Egypt. It has been a place of great 
note, and is ftill confiderable for the exportation of grain to 
Arabia, which is brought in the caravan from the Nile. There 
is a prodigious high range of mountains behind it, which are 
an exact counterpart to thofe on the Arabian fide’; through thefe 
mountains is the road to the Nile. The harbor is defended to 
the northward by a reef of rocks, which ftretch about a mile into 
the fea; and to the fouthward and weftward, the land forms it 
into the fhape of a crefcent. Here is water for fhips of burden ; 
but without a pilot, they could not venture into the bafon. The 
fort of Cofire ftands upon a rifing ground; and is a {quare 
building of about four hundred yards in circumference. It was 
formerly {trong enough, to have withftood a regular attack ; the 
walls being of ftone, and raifed to a confiderable height. But 
at prefent, it is in a defencelefs ftate; the breaches which time 
has made in it, being repaired with mud-work, and not more 
than three difmantled pieces of cannon left to protect it. The 

R town 
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town itfelf is in a more miferable condition. Of all the nu- 
merous houfes which once reared their heads here, nothing but 
their walls are ftanding ; and of the mofques, which good Muf- 
fulmen eftecm beyond all other edifices, but the remains of two 
now can be difcerned, and one of thefe bowed almoft to the 
ground. The reader is here prefented with a view of a place, fo 
new to obfervation. It is a matter of conjecture whether, in 
fifty years hence, there will be any traces of habitations on a 
fpot, which at this moment exhibits only the outlines of them. 
But if the town difplays fo unfavorable an appearance, it falls 
infinitely fhort of the dreary afpect of the country aiound it. 
So far from a tree being in fight, the eye cannot catch a verdant 
fpot, whether it furveys the mountains within, or the plain that 
ftretches along the {ca-fhore. And this defait is the barrier to 
the celebrated and fertile land of Upper Egypt ! 

At 7 o'clock the principal Turk and two Arabs came on board 
the boat, to invite us afhore, and to acquaint us that there was 
a houfe provided for our reception. We had paffed but an un- 
comfortable night, and were overjoyed to be relieved from our 
fufpence, by {o polite an invitation. We readily accepted of it, 
and ourfelves and our baggage were conveyed to the houfe ap- 
pointed for us; which, though the beft in the town, was little 
better than an Englifh barn. Here we were received by an Arab 
of diftinétion, whom we found to be the fon of the Arabian 
fhaik or prince of the diftrict, who was abfent on an excurfion 
to the Nile. Though the garrifon of the fort of Cofire is un- 
der the command of a Turkith officer, appointed by the bey of 
Cairo, the government’of the city and the commerce of the port, 
are entirely in the hands of the Arabs; to the chief of whom 
we are recommended by the vizier of Yambo. This is a piece 
of intelligence which we have learnt from the nokidah of our 
boat, and indeed, the vizier could do no Jefs, to atone for his 
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treachery towards us. The young man very politely fupplied his 
father’s place, and informed us, it was his intention to accom- 
pany us to the Nile, as foon as the caravan, which was daily 
expected, fhould arrive from thence. This he confidered as the 
leaft dangerous and expenfive mode of travelling ; as a few ca- 
mels would require a guard, and run more rifk of an attack 
from the banditti which infeft the mountains of Upper Egypt. 
With thefe plaufible reafons we are obliged to acquiefce, though 
the delays we undergo are not the fmalleft mortifications we 
meet with, Our room was crouded the whole day with vifitors, 
whofe curiofity led them to view us. Europeans they might 
have feen here in difguife, but the habit which we wore was 
evidently new and furprizing tothem. Among thefe people there 
were two Chriftians, who appeared much rejoiced to fee us, and 
prefented us with a difh of rufks, which were very light and pa- 
latable. They are clothed in the Arabian drefs, which we like- 
wife intend to affume when we fet out on our journey, not only 
to avoid the inquifitive and illiberal temper of the natives, but for 
the fake of coolnefs. The loofe and hight veftments of the ori- 
ental nations are admirably adapted to the nature of their cli- 
mate; and the numerous folds of the muflin turban, are the 
beft invented defence againft the burning rays of a vertical fun. 


FRIDAY, sith Jury. 


We had company, as yefterday, to pay us their compliments 
this morning, for which we are as much indebted to the indolence 
of temper, as to the politenefs of the Arabs. If we except their 
hours of devotion, they have no other way of paffing their time 
than im vifits of ceremony. Books are entirely neglected by them, 
except thofe of a religious turn; and which are more calculated to 
infufe the gloom of fuperftition into the mind of a Muffulman, 
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